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A'true Deſcription 
OF THE f- 


| MIGHTY KINGDOMS 


| JAPAN 


STIAM 


- Written Originally in Dutch by [ 


| FRAAGS CARON. 
| JOOST SCHORTEN; 


' And nowvrendred into English by 
Cat. RoGter MANLEY. * 


LONDON, WW 


Printed by Sammel Broun and fohn de PEcluſes 
the Sign of the Queens Arms, near the little 


a! th-Dooro Ste Pam's Churcha1663s a 


Finde nothing in this Tranſlation why i | 


may not properly enough be Printed, 


T oſeph WW. Uliamſon. | 


By the appointment of the Right 
- Honourable M:Secrctary 


W-itchall November | 
BENAET. 


to. 1662. 


To my dear 


[BROTHER 
Major francs Manley. 


o 
vo 
4 


Dear Brother, 


ASPTY Hc Dedication (as well 
7.298 as Writing) of Books 
dIF5 being ſtrongly warrant- 
1 A Rr cdby Cuſtom (the great 
1 $3; Cj Moderatour of our At- 
WES ISA fairs and Actions) it ap- 
7 pcearcth nor injurious co me, thar this 
Tranſlation pals into the World under 
5 your condudt; vvhoſc pretentions as 
I rhey (tand fair tothe Patronage of more 
ſublime Labours , ſo I am aſſured they 
vvUlnot be wanting in their Indulgence 
to the Infirmities of this Trifle , upon 
yvluch che Book-ſeller having prevailed 
a 2 yvitl 


me: throuphno ordinary dangers, to et 


The Epiſile Deaatory. - 


with me to caſt avvay ſome ſpare hours, 
as 2 Complement ro my Countrey (at 
leaſt to his Intereſts) I vvas more callily 
remptedto undertake it, aswhar might 
be advertiſement to you ; fo that howy. 
cheep ſoeveritappearin it ſelf , my dear. 


Brother hath goodneſs enough to con” 


ſider it, asexpbling mets thecenſure of 
chouſands uponthe ſingle account of di- 
verting himalone; andthat havingbecn 
a principaldeſign of mylife, Imakethis 
addreſs, vvhere my affection , nor 'my* 
ambition, leads me... 2-7 
Forthe Matter, itis the Author muſt 
ſtand accountable, nor I; (and I can af- 
ſurc you, he is of a patlable reputation 
in his own Countrey ) bur for the bad 
English, I hope a Fourteen years Exile 
may excufe the Errataes in our very Mo- 
cher-Tongue. I will not further be- 
ſpeak our prorection, left it be judged 
the effect of my importunity, and not 
your kindenefs; I therefore commiryou 
co Him, who hath preſerved you and 


the 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
the Land of our -Caraar, though notrÞ 
enjoy the fruits of it; bur the c happineſs 
| of our Soveraign: doth virrually com- 
prehend 1 in it that of all His Creatures; 
in vkict numberas itis yourhonourand 
' mine, upon. the {core of anunalterable 
| loyalty, attended vvith.many lifferings , 
and our beſt jervicest0 ſtand. rmaked; fo 
is it my extream contentment andiatizs 


f; 6s that may ſtyle mylelt, ww 


Dear BROTHER; 


Your mioſt faithful and moſt | 
affe&tionate Brother, and” 
' humble Seryant, + 


Rorer eALanley; 


| The EY 


JF Or great ehe Country of Japan 
#5, 0d whether it bean þ ad 
wn Page 3. 
2. How many PYouinces it con- 
"Paint P-5- 
= \. hat quality and enthority the ſupream 
ſtrate hath Pp. IF. 
4. His dwelling Place, ; CMagnificence and 
Tram Þ. 16. 
/ 8. The number of his Souldiers and their 
- Arms" © P. 35 
6. The Authority of his Comal; and 
, Faſſals ,- P. 37 
or, The quality of "El Princes and Lords, 
and their might p- 38. 
8. Their manner of Itſtice P. 52. 
9. What Crimes they puntsh moſt ſcvucre- 
ty P- 53+ 
10. Phat Divine Service they uſe p. 62. 
1. Vat Charches they have p. 62. 
t2, YVhat Prieſts they entertain P.63. 
I3. Finat 


; | 13. Yi hat Sedts ave prevalent amont thers 


. Þ. 63 
14. The Perſecution of the Romish Chris 
RN gſ/rans p. 66, 
*S 15. How this Nation lives in their Houſes 
JT - and Families P.71. 
J 16,17. Howtheyreceiveeachother, and of 
3  rheir Hoſpitality pi Ge 
3 18. Of rcherr Conjugal ſtare - P-7 
3 19. Of the bringing up of their children 
P-75> 


; _ Yhat Succeſſionab inteſtato p. 77s 
. Whether they be faithful or falſe mm 
| " acalings P. 78. 
22. That Traffich, and with nhat Nations 
| p. 80. 
23. Of their domeſtick Trading and Navi- 
gation p. 81. 
: 24. The Profits amounting thence p. 84. 
25. Their Correſpondence with Strangers 
| Pp. 84- 
26. The Commodities which Japan Fl 


; 87. Their _ Meaſures, and FVaights 
- p. 85- 
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\8Y.: FYRar Beaf ond Foley have p. 8% 
B9. YVhat Meaicina! VYaters P. 87. 
3 How the Kings , Princes, and Pecrs of 
the Kingdom receive Audience from his 
'- Duperial cAMajeſty, and Wa: Train they 
«uſt have _ p-89. 
fn. Their Language, manner of VVritings, 
* Reckonines, and how fay they tranſmit 
_ Hi oy to Op” Þ. 92s 
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Diredtions FE Meng "I _ Figures 
t - DOG: ro the. BOOK. 


He Map of the Country of Iejies > bo» 
rween' page 2 andz. 
2. The manner of Cutting up their Bellic 
between page 5oand5 1. . 
8 . The Perſecution of the Chriſtians,” bey 
wwvcen page 66 and 67. 
4. The Emperors Admittanceofthe Kingd, 
ines and Peers of thc Kingdomto his pre Ce 
fence, beryceen page 88 and 7% 
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= CACPGD CEOP CREE CRORE 


os | | A True Deſcription of the 


= Mighty Kingdomes of 
1 JAPAN &SIAM. 


» Y tourteene yeares reſidence 
; in the low Countreys,(I may 
* ratherſay my baniſhement 
-. thither, ) being upon the 
" rendition of one of the Kings 
; Garrifons,inthe yeare, 1646 
| | obliged by my Articles ro 
| depart the Kingdome within {1x moneths (As 
-4t hath, in ſome meaſure, furniſhed me with 
\theknowledg of the Dutch tongue, ſo hathar 
given mc roome to gbſcrye the indefarigable 
induſtry of that people, whoallof them.inthgr 
Tvcrall ſtations,and according tothcir feverall 
povversand capacities, dot unanimouſly conf- 
pie & cooperate to their ſupportand grovyth 
intheWorld. And thatI,by their example,or ra- 
ther by the impulſe of my owne Genme, may 
caſt my mite, intothe ſervice of my Countrey,lL 
| judged it not wholy unprofitable to put this 
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Y A Descnairerion 


ſhort relation of theGreat Kingdomes of apan 
& Siam into the Englith tongue, which forthe 
vaſtnefle ofthoſeTerritories(ſcarce knowneto 
us by name) The Reputation of the Authour 
(yvhoſcColleRions are of great credit)But prin- 
cipally, as aſpur to the Improvement of further 
diſcoveries&Traſhk by my ovvneCoittrey men, 
 willnot,lhope,be unacceptable tothe Reader, 
whol wiſh may ſo far indulge the bad Engliſh 
of one almoſt degenerated intoa forreigner, (at 
leaſt in his language) that it may receive a faire 
acceptation, whit isallI propoſe tomy ſclf in 
this matter. Jam not ignorant that amo 

the mirltitude of books, under which the Preſle 
groancs, it is not enough, to write well. But 
I beingreſtraynedto aT ranſlation,muſtnotpre- 
tendtoriſc higher then my fountayne head, And 
my Authour having made ratheracollectis then 
a Hiſtory , whercin he ſecmes to affect truth 
and brevity,more then the ornament of words 
Ithoughtirt becoming me, if I would walkein 
his no tread in his ſteps, wherein if you 
_ willpleaſetodiyert your ſclfc I ſhall in his Per- 
ſon praccedtotell you, : 


How 


Or JaraN. 2 
* * Howgreat theCountrey of Iapan 
* is & whetherit be an {ſland 
or 10. 


= He Countrey of 7aparis ſuppoſcd tobee 
| anI{land,though there bee no certaintyof 
Y it;thisvaſtterritorienotbeeing yer wholy dil- 
2 covered to theinhabitants themſelves. 1 have 
23 often enquired and been informed that'Tra- 
3 vellers have gone fromthe Province of Q#anto, 
3 the rincipal of hisMajeſties dominions where- 
mn {46 Imperial Citie and Pallace of /edo are 
 fcituated, 27 dates North- Eaſt wards ,before 
they could reach the utmoſt pointofthe land. 
. of Sungaer, bordering uponthe Sea;being come 
thither they -paſſed over an Iſtmus of thirty 
threeEngliſhmiles broad,leading into theCoii- * 
try of kZZoabounding in ſkins & furrs of price. 
' Thisrerritorie is very great, mountainous but 
litle inhabited. The Jeppanersattempred its dil- 
covery ſeverall timcs but in vaine , for though 
theyentred to & fro,far into the Countrey,yert 
they could never finditsend, norany certainty 
 \cocerning 1t,their proviſions ordinarily failings 
them, which inforccd thcir fruitleſle returies. 
The diſcoverers reports of theſe, were ſoe im- 
perfe@t that his Majeſtic diſpaired of any fur- 
ther Satisfaction ,the countrey being prefcnred 


% 


| 


> :- A Des cCRIPTION 


as deſolate and unpaſſable, though in ſomeplace 
inhabiced with a people all over hairy (wear- 


ingtheirBeards long, like theChineſfes)brutith, 7 
though otherwiſe well ſhaped. Toconſider & 
theretore the uncertianty whether this Coun- W 


erey bean Iſlandorno ; wee may obſerve that 
the paſſage betvycene Sunzeer and /eJJo is no 


running water, but an Inlet or long lſtmus of the | 


Fs 


Seait ſelfe,120 Engliſ. h Miles long,extendingit "oF 


ſelfe betvvixt /cJFo and Zapan, where it bounds 
upon vaſt mountaines and deſerts, about the 
Pcovince of Ochzo; fo that, that way being 
vvaolly unpaſlable by land, travellers are for- 
ced to ferry overthe aforeſaid /thmus from 
Sungaer to leJ7a, in Barkes and ſuch ſhipping 
asthey have : The tvvo great Iſlands of Chir- 
kock and Saykeck are governed by Kings and 
Lords that ſhare vviththemin the Magiſtracie. 
- Chirkock hath oneKingand threeLords.Saykock, 
being the bigger of the tvvo, hath more Gover- 
nours, but bothare accounted Provinces of this 
great Empire, though leaſt in cxtcatofthoſe 


whereof itis compoled, 


How 


,, Or Javan ''s 
4 How many Provinces it con= 
8 taynes. 


8 HatpreatTerritory which we call /apan,& 
MW LI thcinhabitantsVippon, bordersuponthoſe 
afore mentioned Iſlands and ſtrecheth to the 
Bnknovvne Countrey of/eZFo, & is dividedinto 
WMvcProvinces,to wit, lam Ayſtero, letſengo,lerſe- 
ey, Onanto & Ocheo,the which, with the Iſlands 
-F Cocks Chirkock,make ſcaveninall,whoſe 
EDominions, Cities and Caſtles are ſubdivided 
nder ſeverall Kings and Lords as the follo- 
ving ſpecification of theReycnue of the yyhole 
andaboundantly ſheyveth, 


MExtraitoſthe Sealed atcompts and ſpecifica- 
110n of the Revenue ( Excepting che Empe- 
rours) of the Kings Princes Dukes and Lords 
of Japan rogether vouch the names of their 
Commreys and ( aſtes according to the Japans 
accompt in Cockyens each Cockyen being ren 
Carolus Guilders wich xs ſome Tuventy | 
ShillengsSterling, 


,AngenoT ſeunengon, KingofCange, Ger- 
tichs,& Nattazhath his IKeligence in the 
aftic of Cange, bis !'lcycnucs anivunts 0 1190000g 


£ A DEscCRnhIPTION 


Surngan) Deynangon , King of Surngo, Toto 
end Mitaunee dwclisin the Caſtle Fayt- 
ſes hath in Revenue = 700000 
 Ouvvarino Daynangou, King of Ovvery 

nnd Mimo dwelis in the Caſtle of Mangay 
and hath. 7C,0000 
Sendaino Thiunangon, King of Maſſamne 
end Ochi , lives inthe invioſible Caſtle of 
Senday and hath 6 4c00@ 
Satfurancn Thiunangon , King of Saiſwme 
Offimus Fiungo and Quchiohiyes in Kevge: 
ſoma andhath Sonand 
Kinocaouny Daynangon , King of Kimoand 
Jſjbe , lives in the Caſtle of Wake lamme 


nnd bach $5000 
Cutto Fingonocamy , King of Tings lives 10 
the Caſtle of Kowmanerte, and hath $54009 


Maiſendeyro lemenefin King of T ſunk;ſen 
and Faecatia dwells in Foxcoſa and hath $I0000 
Matſendryro Tonocany King of the Great 
Province of /etcheſen lives at Ocedeznd hath $11109 
Carto 5. KiboKing of Ofio dwells in the 
Caſtle of .& js and hath in Revenue 430000 
Aſiaino Tayſima King of Bingo dwells in 


the Caſtle of Ok y and hath 420000 
Martlendeyro Nangaro King of Soua dwells 

. tn the Caſtle of Fangy and hath 3 700009 
Aittono Thionangon King of Fitayte dwells 
in the Caltlc of 24s. and hath $6cv26s 
Nabiſiima Simano King of Thifien dwells in 
the Caſtle of Logrois and hath 360000 
Matſendeyro Scntaire King of Ianabaſo 
exellsw'the Caſtlcof Tackeham hath —  3600co 
7':d40 1ſumy Kipg of Tange che dwellsin 
the C aſtle of Son: hath $20c0n 
 AMarſengeyro Lonuey King of Biſſen dwells 
at Ofaiamme hath $10000 


Inn 


wwoOLcy  T mus »*%  a% a» v 


Or JaraN 

"4 Tn Cammoen » the braveſt of the Princes 

Fs _ of ocomy dwells in Savaiemme &chath $00000s 
** Foſſo Covue Terchin King of Beyrtes lives 

lj: pl "Cokind and hath $ 00000, 
pk Daynſio King of Torſengo dwells | 
* in the Caſtle of Guni auvva and hath 300000; 
= Mat{endeyr»> Denrio King of the Province 

= of /erſengo lives at Formendo and hath $00000. 
* Marſendeyro Auvya Duke of Auvve 


= dwclls inthe Caſtle 1n&#: and hath 2 5 0000s 


X# Mazſendeyro Jeichi enecemy Duke of the 
z | land of Conge Iwell; at Tcheroand hath 3 5 0000. 
3 Aatſendeyro T ſiufio Duke of 100 dwells at 


3 Afats lemme and hath 2 50000. 


1 Ariama Grimbe Duke of Tfirking» dwells 
2 at Courme hath 3400004 
= Alorimn Imaſach Prince of Imaſahea dwells 


7 


2t Thamma and hath 200000. 


þ Tory [ nganocany Prince of Sevveno dwells : 
5 at /ummenget:e hath 2000000 
Ma:ſendeyro Toſs Prince of Toſnacory 
dwells at Tocoftamme hath "  a0000G, 
Satahe Okion Prince of Wano dwclls at f- 


Kita, and harh CO00008- 


Alſatſendeyro Sime Sentamy Prince of Simoſa 
dwells at Tartebayrand hath 200008, 


Forriwo lamaiſiiro Prince of [n/a divells at 


AMaſdayrs and hath 200000; 


Thowma IThinocany Drince of Sanike dwells 
at Couban and hath 

Forivvo Jamaſiira Prince of Inſime dwells 
at Maſdiytsand hath 

Forda Ka yokam.y Knight and Lord of Fary- 
m4 dwells in Teycno and hath 1 5 0000s 
| SackeyConnay Knight & Lord of the great 

Province of Wane dwells at Feb fro & hach 150000, 
Tara ſanvva Simado Knight and Lord of 
'Fjjen duc)ls in Lats _ bath LAY OO. 


1 $ 000G 


1Yo00G - 


8 A DESCRIPTION 


Xiongoe woekaſz Knight and Lord of 
ry i Ofamma and hath 120000, 
Fory Tango Knightand Lord of 1etcheſen 


dwells ac Kavvantiſma and hath 120000, 


Minfio Fiomgo Knight and Lotd in Bing» 


dwells at Fi.uche lamma hith I 20000.. 


Sackopharra Eſkibon Knight and Lord of 


Knſke dwells in the.Caſtic of Tatrays 7 8 I 20000. 
the 


Ha:ſendeyre Tavuaytr Governor of 


Emperors Caſtle in Quana hath \ _ 110000. - 


Oeckendyero Imyſacka Knight and Lord 'of 
Simetrſke dwells in Oczſnomin and hath 110000. 
Sannada Tut Knight and Lord of Sinane 
dwells at Xoſke and hath 110000, 
Tayſibanna Finde Knight and Lord of 
Sickingo dwells in Imangonvva and hath 110000. 
Pie 44 98 Oucken Knight and Lord of Fe. 


rimg dyells at Kays and hath 100000. 
Indatyi/ wutwmny Knight and Lord of Gyo, 
dwells in 1:aftma and hath 100000. 


Nambon Sinano Knight and Lordin the 

great Province of Ochio dwells at Aorti- 
ammaand hath 100000, 
Nina Groyſemon Knight and Lord inthe 

great Province of Ochio dwells at Sire- 

kruya and hath 100000. 
FAbeno Bi:chion Gouernor of the Empe. 

xors Caſtle uva;/uky inthe Countrey of 
Ato)ſzys hath SH 80000. 
Kinngock Oenieme Knight and Lord of 

pr dweils in Tanabe and hath 70000. 
Aſzkino Surnge Lord in 1cechingo dwells at 
Wa:ngerecha and hath ' 70000, 
Nackangonyva Nyſien Lord in Bonge 

Iive$1a the Citic of N.angoun and hath 7 0000. 
Matlendiyrs Comba Lord in Sinane dwclls 


in Mzi/monic hath | 70000, 
N 17120 Samma Lord in Fi tayts. declls in 


DEP Be” A. "I - TA A * Bo GO... NR ER YR 


| Or JaPAN NO 
' the Citic of Iuvayſho an&tharh 70000, 

| Teckenda Ritchiow Goucrnot of the Empee 

'xors Caſtle Mazſiymma in Birchiow hah 60000. 
' Matſwia Fiſennocamy Lordin F3 en dyyclls 
at Firando where the Shipps belongingtoa 
'th: Company have their Fſawen and Traf- 
fick his income 1$ 
Sengoock Fiwo Lotd in Sinano lives ar 0- 
jondz an hath 60000, 
"Carta Sewado Lord in Gyo dwells at Ocrs | 
and harh 60000, 
' Toſruwa Okion Lord in Dewanoliyes in the 
 Lordjhipp of Shimchiro and hath 6QO00. 
 Matſendeyro I mamy Lord in the Counttey 

of Farima dyvells at Bifongori and hath Geoo0. 
Maiſkonra Bungo Lord in Fiſen dwells at 


60000, 


Simabarra and hath 60000, 
Jeſcouna Tonnomon Loxd in Bongo dwells 
at Fite and hath 60000, 
Tlungaey Tetchin Lord in Ochio dyyells at 

| |Tſungaera Sea towne and hath 60000. 
Ongeſauwars Simanos Lord in Farimer 
dwells at Sekays and hath 60000. 
Tths Chiury Lord in Fonge dvyells at Oraft 
and hath | 50000. 
Fonrea Fire I ord iv Iwvamy dvyclls at 
Dayfro and hath | | $0000. 
Wikeſachs Atbays Lord in Sineno and | 
dyvells at Inn | 5 0000. 
Touky Nangatn Lord in Iahe dwells atToba 
hath 50000. 
Arima Soymenoſhie 1.ord in Niko dvyells 
at Mecconda and hath © 50P00dY. 
Outz Five Lord in 1amaia dvvells at Ou- 
dz and hath £0000, 


AMatſjendeyro Nemwrdo T.ord in the great 
I rovince of 7erſeſen dvvells atOwne & hath 50000, 
Minſnokuyte Fok y Lotd in Ic:ſengo lives at 
Kbatia and hat | | $0000. 


f 


fo A DxscrIpPTrioN 
Innabe Mimbr» Lord in Bonngo lives at 


| Owſihero and hath 56000. 
Crbde Ceynokamy Lord in Chimeno lives at 
Camroand hath $ 0000. 
Matſendeyro Sonodonno Loed in Tſnmy 
liveth at Kiſnowadda and hath $0000: 
T onde Sammon Lord in Sonnoetmmy dyyells 

, at Aſmangae/ach and hath | 5 0000. 

| Strorfranangy Kemmons Lord in Ione lives at 
Congon and hath F 0000. 
Fond» Ichenvcamy Lotd in Micenwe lives 
8t Ocha Sackeand hath $0000. 
Mazſendeyro [amayſiirs Lord in Tambe 

_ dwells at Caſſaiemma and hath 50000. 
Mory Caynacamy Lordin Ingal che dwells 

_ atSowro Sada and hath 50000. 
Tonds Notanocemy Lord in Farime dwells 
2t Fiment hath $0000. 
Fhito Sion!ſke Lord in Fitayts dyvells ar 
Chichind/and hath 50000. 
Aſjano Ocnime Lord in Chioms lives at 
Caſſeme and hath | | 50000. 


NWeyto Cinocamy Lord in Chionslives at A- 
kandzte and hath | 


| 5 0000. 
Cattes Kibods Lord in Ochio liyes at Ayn: 


and hath 5FOOOO . 
Samme Dayſtennocamy Lord in Odhio 
dwells at Sama and hath | 5 0000, 


_ Fonda [amaitz Lord in Tayſema lives at 
Ifut and hath | 


Ouckob Canrzio Lord in Aſjno lives ar 
Canno and hath $0000. 


Nayrn Boyſen Lotd in Dewanoliyes in Te- 
dare and hath. | 

Jnawa Amway: lord inTembe lives at F wee - 
kuyeſcamma and hath 40000. 
Camy Aſirich Lord is {wamy lives at Afon 

gamy and hath 49000. 


000, 


' 50000. 


Or JaPaAN 


Cartaygir; Iſmou Lord in Jammane dwells 

| 6t Tar/re and harh 40000. 
| Chonds Findenocami Lord in the Proyince | 
: of 7eiſeſen lives in Marokaand hath 40000. 
J tacaureSatadonneGouernour of the great 

| Citie of trade Miako hath | 40000. 
| Maiſendeyre Rouge Lord of the Countrey 

| of 1wamy dwells ar Nakafima hath 40000, 
| Fonda Nayky Lotd in Facima lives at Fim- 

Fx hach 40000, 
#1::ſendeyro Tango Lord in Ochio lives at 

| Swckey and hath 40000. 
; CennaMeavry Iiſonme Lord in Finds lives at 
Oumory and hath 40000. 
| Ciongock Chinyz Lotd in Tengo lives inTen- 

| nabe and hath z 6 000. 
| Outta Giuwe Lord in Mine lives at Irſno- 

dey and hath v JETT 
MeaſendeyroGerſioGouernour of the Caſtle 


- 


Jonde in lemeyfiro hath rats 


| Haeſendeyro Owckon Lotdin Farimelives 

et Ako and hath JIG 
| Minſonoye Ichenohemy Lord in Ko9ſkie liycs 

in Chicizraynr and hath 3 0000s 
I mmalach a Kaynokamy Lord in Bitchou 
| lives at Nerſe and hath 3 0000. 
Maiſendeyro | ammarto 1.ord in leſeſen lives 
at Cat/tzamma and hath 30000 
Inno Fives Lord in Coftic lives at ATmme 
and hath 30000. 
MAatſendeyro Tonnomen Lord in Mikeurs 
lives at luffinds and hath Z0000, 
eAkiſucks Nangako Lord in Njkolives at 
Sumyno and hath $0000. 
Savo Inabs Lord in Sinano lives at Sowa 


and hath 3 0000. 


F nyfamo Fongo 1.ord in Sinans lives at Tae 
kabeyrs and hath 3 0000. 
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Sungenome Owribe Lord in Toto lives in 


Seſc and hath 3 0000s 
Simaes Oemanoſke Lord in acne lives in 
Sando Barra and hath. | 3 0000. 
inoftag Temmon Lotd in Bongo lives at 
Kinofeg hath P $2000. 
Sono Tfinſima Lord in Tſinſema bath 30000. 
Kondo Fimano Lord in Tong lives at Oke- | 
da hath _ 30000, 
Fond» F imoſo Governor of Niſiiwo lives at 
Mikauwa hath 3 0000. 
 Gorick Serſnokamy Lord in Mikaure lives 
at Fammats and hath 3 0000. 
Chinſsn Swrage Lord in Firs dwells in 
T/uytowra 8nd hath 30000. 
Secuma Fiſen Lotd in Sinenq lives at Irai- 
«mma and hath 3 0000, 
Todo Toinfime Lord in Minolives at Can- | 
11iamme and hath | 3 0000, 
Foude Iſnmy Lotd in Fiteyer lives at Mj- 
nanJaurd and hath - $0000, 
Tongauwa Toſa Lord in Bichion lives at 
Nikays and hath _. $0000. 
Macſendeyro Tnſz Lord in the Province of 
Teſſeſen lives at KRonomatre and hath 300089, 
Sugyfarrs Foky Lord in Fitayre lives at 
Gungowry and hath 2 0000, 
K_ynoſtay Konney Lord in Hithion lives at 
Kormly and hath ; 20000, 
MatſendeyroKoyſero Lotdin Farimalives at 
Farime and hath £0000, 


Inaſacka T ſonohamy Governor of the Em- 
perors Caſtle Oſacce hath 

Matſendeyro Kenmors Lord in Tambalves 
at Cammeiomme and hath 

Maſley Sake Lord in Ochio liyes atSanbou- 
mers and hath oaks 


20000, 


20000g 
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 Ounmwre Minbew Lotd in Fiſen livesae 


I SI ID ge en 


þ | :5and hath 20000. 
|. Maiſendeyre lſamy Lord in Mine lives at 
23 Iaremoureand hath | $0000 + 
Z . Meatrſendeyrs Chinocamy Lord in Tſonnote- L 
7 ay lives at Feynotory j SCG 
= Ainſue Fayto Lord in Micewwa lives at | 
23 Corea and hath 30000. 
= Nico Twiewaky Lord inChiono lives at way 
23 Fowwrand hath 230000, 
= Ongu/awery Wakeſs Lord in Simoſe lives at 
3 Sekydeand hath | 2000 
$ Fithicatt« Canmon Lord in Chione lives at 
7 Maweſaand bath * 200008 
7 Iwcky Sirreſy Lord in Chiono lives atle 
= dowrcand hath '__  ' __20000% 
= RKekongo Fiongo Lord in Derens liyes at 
3 Iwvzyand hat | 20000. 
= Yekennacia OenjemeLotd in Bowngolives at 
= . Fouray and hath 200000 
Aowry ——_— Lord in Bewnyo lives ac 
 Ouneyiand hath + 20000, 
Wi#kebe Sackion Lord in Totomy iives at Ou: £7 
. miſo and hath 20000» 
Iftifoir In/nrcamy Lord in Toramy lives ac 
' Coſftoyz and hath in Revenue 20000. 


All theſe Sumes armount eo 177 94000. 


| Here follow ſome lefſcr Lords whoſe Loxdſhipps and 
| Places for brevity are omitted as lefle conſiderable 
their names oacly and Revenues being ſpecified ay | 
follovreth, 


| Sengore Saffizye 20000. Foſſa Cawe Gerube 150008, 
 FeryMinnaſacks 20000. Fack yne Deyſen 15000» 
| RuirelarmnaSimon 15000, MacſendeyreDeyſen tary 
[5p 0410, 
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the 1hend Gore: #53000: 
Catayngeri lIwams 235000. 
Cvſiima lerfingo 15000. 
Conbary Tomoty 15000, 
TFackemy mondo 15000, 
Miakelerfingo 15000, 
Ceckebe Sayngow 10000. 


Mynangene Chy:- 

| DO a , 10000. 
Taydfie Dewenocany (10000, 
Coungay incbe 10000, 
Sethan Oukew 15000, 
Conde Inany 15000. 
Naſno lents 15000. 


Oudaure Biſesso 1oooo. 


Toiamme Gidwe 10000. 
Fira Ouge Giuemon 10000, 
Oſchs lemons 10000. 


74 A DEsCRIPTION 
'GotewayrLord of 


FayſlieaGowas noooni | 
Owutano T enev 2 0000, 
Fieno Owrabli  yooou,f 
Auby Ceynocams 10000, 
Orana Monſoys 10000. 
Majuddaslameits 10000, 
T aitſibanna Saoken Loooo, } 
OfAane Cameyts Looon, þ 
N imas K ybon 10000, 
Fory Arbays 10000, | 

Fofio Mimaſacks too0s | 
Sango Wake Sakea 3$ 0000, f | 


T onda lnabe 10000, 


Semnanda NykS 10000. 


Ikenday leiſeſes noo. % 
Miangi Simſen 1 0000, | 
I20n Tangow 10000, | 


Tonde Nayki 10000, 


All hitherto comes t0 13395000 F 


Mere follow's the Emmperours Counſellors who rec cive 
their Sallacy out of his Majeſtics Revenues, whoſe 
Loedſhipps wee likewiſe omic for brevitycs ſake,and. 
\hafl onely mcntion their names and Salleryes, 


Doyno Doydynnos 
Prefidens 

ey Ontadone 

Tongs 120000. 

WW aneeySywodonnnno00000. 

SackeySamikodonno 906000 

AAudoOukiondonne 60000 


3 50000. 


| Inote Comarſce $0000 


Inzbe Tangedonne 40000 
Seckay Auwdds zo000 
Sahay leameſſicodono yzo000 
Nayda Ingado 30000 
Tfitia Winbondonne 20000 
Miſſn Oukiedonno z0G00 


 Merſendeyro Iemou- 


a 20008, 
| lowe 


Oy JAPAN. "5 


LJanmmaenguy: Taffi- onadonne 150000 
% AM 5 200CO. ForjiiaCangedonne 1500 0- 
DB Macſendeyw Iur* Mixera Symaiionne 10000, 
I by 20000. Araynda Goneſ ke 


Abe aconnge Donne 15000, donne 0000. 


0 BY Auxe lamon Ow- Miſſone |.ym4crs 10000, 
D., 3 kerodonns 150C0. Fory Liſunocany 3:1: OOQCOdO. 


| Ciongock Sienſendonet yz000 Murry Oemonoſke- 
Jracaura Niflends 15COC, dann! 10000. 
| Nacſie lIucdonno L000, Fondo Saniadonmo 10000, 


= AkimonaTayſi- 


The Totall 1934 $OOCs 


Morconer, his Mejeſty ſpends in his owne and his Songs. 
Table and cloths rogether with his Wives and their 
Table & Cloths, foure Millions of Guilders yeariy 
= whickia Secrling Money's is 400000. 
His Majefties life guard being all perſons of qualliie 
receive in pay and penſions yearly 3 C0000. 
All theſe vaſt FExpences amount to 28yz Millie 
ons 450 thouſand Guilders br 28 3450c0. fet- 

ling motiie 


i hat qualitie & authority the 
 ſupreame Magiſtrate 
hath. 


» 

> 

, ; 
» - R 

, He ſupreame Magiſtrate in 7«pen is ſtiled 
; if £ cc inreſj \ of the oF ape Princes 
that areunder his Obedience , Hes Soveraign 
Lord and Ovyncr of the whole _— 
| ath 


Ee 
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hath povver ( as it happened ſeveral! times 


wmF 
during my reſidence there ) to baniſh and 
 punif 


with death, at pleaſure, his offcnding 
Kings and Lords,and to give avvay their Com- 
mands and Treaſures to thoſe he fancics more 


deſervingthen they. | 


Hi dwelling place, magnificence 


W& Traine 


TI ImperialCittcof J-do,w here hisMaieſty 
reſides,is very great, hisPallace cotaynes 1n 
eircuit ſ1x Engliſh miles, being encopaſſcd with 
three Moatsand three Counterſc harpecs: Theſe 
Ditches are very deep, being bordered on both 
{ides vvith high and{trongStone vvalls ſtrange- 


Ty angular:The firſt circumference , entring in- 


tothe ſecond, the ſecond into thc third, and 
this againc into the ſecondand firſt, ſoodly that 
Itis impoſſible, by reaſon of the multiplicity of 
the poynts & vyorkes, to remember the faſhion 
of the whole,andir isnort permittedtotakethe 
plaine thereof, Such as enter muſt goe through 


.apaſſageof three or foure hundred paces, forti- 


fied with Eight or Nyne huge gatesnot right 
over each other, but anſvvering the points and 


halfe circles in the mentioned vvalles, betvvixt 


eyery tyyo ports there is alarge plaine guarded 
; with 


4.4 


[ Or Jaran.- m7 
awitha Company of Souldiers, and thoſe being 
| feveral heights with broad ſtone Stairsand 
alls, which being likewiſe ſurmounted, fe- 
hrecal eatPlains bordered with hroe Galletits 
 again{tthe Sunand Rain, do preſerit chemſelyts 
46 Ge commonview. | The Streets inthe Cae 
| ile are extraordinary large, bujle on cach ſide 
with goodly Pallaces, belonging to the Lo 
of the Kingdom: The C ates are 'very 
| ſtrong, and covered on both des with iron 
| Bars of an inch thick croſſin each other, and 
| faſtened with Bolts of the ſame: every Gate 
;' hathhis Houſe large enough! tocontaintwo'or 
three hundred Souldiers, and'defenſible upot 
occaſion:' within , inthe midft of the firſt cir- 
| cumference, Rtandeth his Majeſties Pallace; tis 
great, and confſiſteth of ſevetel dwellings beans 
' tified with Woods, to thearivy of Nature; full 
| of Ponds, Rivers, Gardctw; » Plains, Coutts, 
aces to Pickter and Sport ir, and morcover, 
neains all the dwellings ofhisWomen. The 
L if | He Clttunoens2 is mhabited by thenext 
- Princes of the blood, and thoſe bf the Comnti?: 
| And the thitdispolleſled-with the proud Pal- 
| laces and dwelluigs of the ſeveral Kings an 
| principal Dukes, and Lords of 7 
| Cheifsof Leſſer note have their Houſes Sill 
| outthe third Round, eachadorned aceordin 
| gs Diguity andRiches of the Owners, 
B 
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almoſt gilt, fo that this goodly Edificoappears } 
at a Sift not unlike a. Mownain of Gola; f 
for all the Lords (none excepted) rack them. '* 
ſelves to pleaſe his Majalty by beautifying his 
Caſtle aud their own Habitauons; whichtheir 
lawful Wives, and Children do likewiſc enjoy © ! 
aftcr their deceaſe , continuing always under | 
the Emperors eye as Hoſtages of their fidelity, 7: 


k% 


This City of /edo is nine English Miles long, # 
and fix broad, andis ascloſcly builtas any City 


'3n Europe, _ = 
| "Fhe Court, how great ſocver, is dayly 
crowded with myltitudes of Nobles, who with 


 4heir numerous; Trains with Horſes and Pt- | 
lariqurns make the Streets too warrow for their } 
preg: | When, the Emperor goeth abroad, || 

ometumes on Horle-back, andiometimescar- 
ordinarily accompanied ywjththeſeLords, who | 


are callcd this Majeſtics Companiiqns ; bei 


all of them,ofhigh StateandRevennes, thug 


without L:andg.gr aber Office ſave their atten» 
dance: T hey arePerſonsextraorginarily qua+ 
lied; ſome in Muſick and Singing, others in 
Phbylick, Writing, Panting, Elocurion, andthe 
like. Theſe are followed by the Life-Guard, 
all Perſons of-quality and choice , being the 


natural Sons of Kings and Princes, begot on | 
their Concubines anduncapable of ſucceſſion; | 


CS de HIS. $ 
$ Y A. part NR , / 
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es 2 


and 3 


4 Or JaPan, 1g 

320d theBrothers; Coſins and Kindred of greah 

2 Lords,which, by teal onof rheirmanyWomei, 

2 areyery numerous: Twill give yu one cxa 

A The Emperors Undle, Kin of ? Wits, now "__ 

bi four years old, hath as many Sons: as he hath 

; car's, and many more Daughters, whoſe num- 

| 3 ber is unknown. . Aftcr rheſe follows part of 

* 7 the ſecond Eife-Guard, which confilting of 

* 2} fome thouſands, is fo divided, that half go 

E 3 3 Cannon shot before his Majeſty , inthe the 

, other half follows at the fame diſtance. 

} Howeverthe number of theſe Souldiers be 

4 greit, yetthere is not one of them which hath 

# not paſſed Examination, md found to be thus 

4 qualifi6d : Theyymilt be ative of body, ready 

2 avthe ufe of all ſ6rts'of Arms, and fomewhaE 

1 knowing tn-thair Studies; cſhechally well exct- 

4 ciſedandrrainiet, ar hich they yaterga wonder? 

I for when his Maielty works" they” go along, 
HorſeardFoot, clothed fl irr black $10, and 

zanked before; belthde;, ani or Jnr ſide of 

Y him: They marct tn fich cotnely order, that 
never:a one is 6B{&ycd'to £6 onto his place 3 

andwith ſuch filetice, ifs hey neither ſpe 

nor make any the leaſt noiſe! Nether inlecd 

| o_ = Citizens move their lips when the Eme 

paſſeth ,- nothibg being tlitn heard buy 

i egg: ing of- Men'and Hofes: * The ways 

| mn _ «0c athth'rimes, made very cleans 


B 2 trewed 


= of 7 ww wwyu WW (oo - »S ©; «= ow 4% 


os O&n® Gf To @ FS 


29 A DEsCRIPTION 'F 
firewed with ſand and ſprinkled with water 

No doors are $Shut, and yet no body darcslook 
out either at them or at the windows, or ſo 
much as ſtand in their shops to ſee the Empe- © 


ror paſs ; all muſt keep within doors, unleb Io 


ſuch who will kneel upon mats before them. _ 


When his Majeſty goes ON progreſs to Mako, I 


ſometimes the unperial City, which happens **%r 
once every five or ſeaven Yeats, to pive the 


ro (which is the truc Heir of the King- '? 


dom and lives there) a viſit, the preparations -} 
arc making an whole year before the orders Ye 
are given on what day and with what train | 5 
every great Man hall go, to the end that the | 


ways may nat he peſtered with their num- 7 


ers. Half of the great Lords , according to 2 | 
their urns fer out ſome days before., then A 


follows his Maieſty with his Councellers, who 7 
are followed-ſome days after by the remain- | 
ing Kings and Lords. The concourſe of peo- 
pleat ſuch atimeis incredible, the whole City, 
hugh containing above Qpe hundred thou- 
find Hades , not being big enough to. lodge 
themall; ſo that zents-and huts are raiſedrownd 
about the {ame for the Souldiers and common 
People, TT h 
- The diſtance hetwixt feds and eMrako is 
reckoned tobe ene hundred twenty five Nutch 
mules; At cycry two or.three miles there. is a 
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7 whereof twenty are ſtrong Caſtles: there is ih 


he fk 


$A 


ordered there for his reception and entertain- 
ment. Thoſe that ſet out with him from feds 
"3ſtay in the firſt lodging; thoſe that werethere 
*Zrcmove with him to the ſecond; thoſe of the 
Fſecond to the third, and fo to the laſt; ſo that 


Or Jayan ' at 


City or open Town ; aud the wholc is divi* 


J 


* ded into twenty and eight Giſts or Lodgings, 


Zevery quarter, from the firſt to the laſt, a train 


Fof Gentlemen, Souldiers, Horſe, Proviſions , 


*and all neceſſaries befitting fo great a Prince, 
XR 


Reach train and their dependants follow his Ma- 


Heſty bur half a day, until all of them, accord: 
ng to their inſtructions , marching in order, 


oat lengrharrive at Miako, leaving the afore- 
Said Caſtles and Lodgtngs to their uſual Go- 
Fcrnors and Guards, In the rcturn from AM1a- 

Xo to fea the fame method is obſerved , all 
hi g3 being prepared as formerly , withour 
trouble or confuſion. I 

This year 1636 there 1s an extraordinary 
Treat Edifice and Building at 2 co, four days 
Journey from ea, ap Th, 1s tobe the Burl 
Flacc of the Emperors Fathcr,in whoſe Temple 
be great Copper Crown which the Eaſt-India- 
FCompany gave his Majeſty laſt year, is hung 
Ap. There 1s likewiſe in this territory of Nea- 
Fo a very great Caſtle , with double moars and 
Jtone walls , ſtrong and ſumptuous z thereare 
1 B 3 ſcyc- 
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ſeyeral Palaces jn it ; as al{o.a great number of | 


BK es pt nay 
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Arrtificers, as Painters, Maſons, Statuc-Curters, 
Gold, Silver, and Iron-Smiths,Cloathiers, and” 
all ſorts of Handy-Crafts-Mcn, who have thei 
tasks ſet them, but arc well paid. This Caſtle,” 
Which ſecmed to require three years for it! 
building, was finished in five moneths, though: 
| thr far in the Country, and out of all ways, 
being only made to reccive his Majeſty 1m his. 
ceremonious viſits of his Fathers Sepulchre.  ? 
His Majeſtigs Treaſure conliſts 1n Silver and | 
Cold,packdinCheſts,cach weighing one thou- 


ſand Teyls, that is about fourſcore ordinary 
ounds weight: theſe are placed in the ſeveral # 
/ ca of his Caſtletogether, with othcr le 7. 
gacics, with their writings, which are kept for 7; 
their Antiquity. This vaſt Treaſure increaſe}; 
dayly, forthe Revenue of twa moneths, .is ſuf-7 
ficient to defray the Emperars expenccs, how'# 
great ſnever, for one a "0 year, 4 
This Emperors Father beingihc Son of Ongo'} 
ſchio, who poſiefſed himſelfatthe Government? 
after the late troubles , died about the fittieth;Þ 

year of his age, in the year of qur Saviour 1641} 
being ſenfible of his end, he callcd his Son to}] 
him, and amongſt many other good counſels} 
concluded to rþis purpoſe ; Ay Kingdom axd all 
927 Treaſnres are yours; but vvbatl recommeiill 
ta nn] (rhe viſe deter Jon Theold Law _ 
yas 


Or Jaran 2; 


Chronicks of the (ountrey, our vvritten Senten- 
ces and VViſdom are incloſed in this ( abiner, the 
7 principal Jevvels of my (rovvn are likevviſe in 
nd it; recewvs thens all as they deſerve, for they are 
mine, and were highly valued by your fore- Ft- 
2 rhers, The Jewels which were accounted me 
: > eſtunable, are theſe following ; whereof he 
LF gave tO his cldeſt Son, Emperor of Japan, ' 
"> | A cracked Sable, caled) Jeinky Maſſamime. 
Another Sable called Samoys.- 
Another leſs called Bungo Doyflero. 
A Pot called Naraiſhba,  * 
A great t'Siapol called Stengo. =, 
"3 | DA HManuſcrpe called Anckocky kindo. 
"7 To his Brother King of Ozvvay aud 1 
= ſtanoma , 
of Pittare called Darme, to be viewved 
backwvards. | 
A Sable called Maſſamme. 
' Fo his ſecond Brother King of K:nokouny, 
A Sable called fees Meſlamme @ 
> A Pitture of Frogs, 
"ns - To histhird Brother King of eto. 
thy of Sable called Sandamme. 
" 4 Manuſcript called Seuche. 
on Theſe fix pieces beſtowed on the three Bro» 
bi rhersare bur of little worth » it compariſon of 
"x the lix other given the Emperor, andyctthey 
a2 yalucd at athouland gold Oebavs, that is 
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24 A DESCRIPTION 
forty ſeven Teylens a 6 - The Silver and 
Gold wluch his Majeſty gave to the Princes of 


bis blood, to ſeveral of his favorite Kings, their 


. Wives, his companion Lords, his Soldiers and 
Gentlemen amountcd upon account to above 
- Thirry Millions ſterling. 


The preſent Emperor being after his Fathers | 


deceaſe in full and peaceable poſicſlion of the 


Government, hadas thennolawtul Wite , be- 


ing muchgiyen to Sodomy, which moved the 


Deyro to ſcnd him two beautiful Ladies, (of 


his own kindred, andevery way accomplished) 
with adcfire that he would be plcaſed to chuſe 


onevf them, thatbeſt pleaſed him, for his 17c- 


a or Empreſs. He did indeed conſent tg the 
Deyros requeſt , but followed his old way of 
:living; ſothatthe young Lady, being deſtitute 
of the converſation she might reaſonably ex- 
peR, was cxtreamly aiflicted, although he 
durſt notlct it appear for fear of her Husband's 
diſpleaſure, Ar length her Foſter-Mother (a 
Lady of great credit, both in reſpect of her age, 
and in thatshe bad bred up ſo greata Princeſs) 
findingthe Emperor one day in a good humor, 
adventured, though very ſubmiſſively, to ſpeak 
to him in bchalf of her Miſtris; which she did 
as followeth. How # it poſſible that your Mas 
ſeſtres affettipns 5hould be carried awvay vuith 


ſuch unnatural pleaſures, and that ſo beautiful 4 
+ Creature 
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Creature 4s your ovun Handmaid, vuho would 
rejoice you tn bearing anoaber like to your Self, 
shouldbe forgotten, certainly she ought ro be pre- 
ferred. The Tyrant, though till now in his fro 
licks, grew angry, yet ſaid nothing; but riſing 
up retired immediatly : and ſending tor all the 
Overſecrsoft his Buildings, commandcd them 
forthwith to begin and build hirg a Caſtle, with 
high Walls, Moats, Bridges, andſtrong Gates; 
25 alſo to adorn it within with all manner of 
neceſſary and ſumptuous appertainments and 
Lodgings. The work being finiched with 
more then ordinary haſte, the beautitul Queen, 
her Foſter-Mother, and all thattrain of young 
Ladies which $she brought with her from 41a- 
&o, wereputinto it, where $he 15 kept without 
the ſight of men, and intirely torſaken of her 
Husband. The Emperor's own Foſter-Mo- 
ther, who was likew1ſe in great eſteem and 
reſpeas his own Mother, being much rrou- 
bled atthisaQtion of his Majcſty, and ſeernghe 
had no Children, neither was like to have any 
whulſt he lived thus, ſent into the ſeveral Coun- 
tries in his Dominions to ſearch out the molt 
charming beautics that could be found ; which 
done, Shediſpoſes of them in ſuch manner, that 
his Majeſty infenſibly had the ſight of them all; 
among thereſt there was a ſlightmaid, an Ar- 
morers Daughter, who did to farpleaſe him, 
and 
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and pain upon his affeRtions, that he lay with 
her. The great Ladies of the Court, ſeeing an 
Artificers Girl preferred before them all, mad 
with jealoufic and , reſolved to ſtrangle 
her Childe in its birth , which they cruelly 
| performed; but have hitherto kept the know- 


edg of foblack adced from the Emperor, fear- Lt 


ing his juſt indignationand "_ 


The ſapanChronicles write, that this cam 
Kingdom hath, umil this hundred years, been 


 Rillgovernedby an Hereditary Prince, which 


droils were raifed againſt his Perſon or Autho- 


+ Pity: Me was eſtcemed fo Sacred, that to op- | 
poſe him was judged no leſs criminal then to | 
iaſt the Gods; both being inexpiable. | 
Whenany ditferencearofe betwixt his ſubje&- | 


tight aga 


Kings, fo thar they armed each againſt other, 
there was a Genera/s//amo apponnted to meqrate 
their quarrels, and puaich, if need were, the 
off gor tranfgreſſing Prince: For the Dey- 


rosthemiclves wereeſteemed holy, that they |? 
never trot upon the ground; neither was the |? 
Sun or Mooneverſuftcred to shincuponthem; | 


mg. their Body was dimingshed or pair- 

edofs, | 

+6 grow at length: When they dedcat, their 

meat was-{pill decfied ingew pats, aud {erved 
- vo 


call Deyro, who was in ſuch reverence | 
withthe people, thatneverany rumulrs or civil 


cir hair, beard and nails being-ſuftcred | ; 


ne RL oh JE 


| Wives to Perſons of great quali | 
| TheteWomenarc hogoretaatreceivedbythe 


i ' Os Jayran 4 

in new-divhes. They have twelve married 
Vives apiece; who are ſeverally hogored and 
broughtwith various ceremonies to this heighe 
and ſtate: When the Deyro goes abroad, he is 
followed with theſe twelve Women , cach in 
her Coach, adorned with her Arms and Titles; 
theſe havetheir Houſes and Trains apart, all ii 
the Deyro's Palace, builtin cows, fix on aſide, 
very magnificent, and beautified (as theCoache 
es) with their Names, Arms and Titles. The 
Concubinesdwell likewiſe by themſelves. Sup» 
per is provided eyery evening in eyery one of 
theſe twelve Houſes ,. with voices and inſtru- 
ments, though none knows who $hall be ho- 
nored with the Deyro's company. Where the 
Deyro enters, the anqueting and proviſion of 
the other cleven Hauſesis immediatly brought = 


hither ; the other eleven Wives followin 


with their Ladies and Mufick, to divert an 1 
make merry with her whom rhe Deyro thinks 
at preſent w Y of his converſation: They - 


have their Comedies likewiſe, and ſuch ather 


paſtines as befit ſo ſptendid an entertainment. 
* When the Deyro 15 blefſed yith a Son, the 
hoped Succeſſor of that Empire, a Nuple is 


choſen for him quy of eighty of the lovelieft 


V/omen of the Country , young and Nob 
y and burth; 


Degre's 


ES Gon _—— o__ oy 


Go 


v8 A DEsCcnIPprioNn 


| Dejro's twelve Wives, and all his Women, as 
| alſo thoſe nine principal Lords who are of his 
| blood and kindred, and ncxt the inheritance 
| Incaſchehavenoiflue male, with extraordinary 
| ceremonies and feaſting. The following day 
| forty are choſen out of the. fourſcore , the 
| which, the number decreaſing, arc entertained 
| more honorably then before; the day being 
| ſpent in uſual and pompous divcrſions, the rc- 
| cited forty retain the Titles and Dignities of 
| Foſter-Mothers, butarediſmiſled from further 
' attendance, though not without gifts and rich 
| prefents. Ten are again choſe out of the re- 
' matiung forty ; out of theſe ten three; andlaſt- 
ly, outof theſe three one; in al! which eleCti- 
| ons the honors, ceremonies and preſents are 


ſucceſlively 4A. HFA Three days after the 


Liſt choſen Nurſe is again highly cntertained; 
which being done, s milk is preſſed out of 
her breſts into the Childes mouth, (which all 


'this while is held by one of the nobleſt Ladics 


of the Court;) which ceremony done, the 
Nurſe is as then eſteemed worthy to take that 
Childeinto her cuſtody, being it bath taſted of 
her milk and fubſtance. : 
| The Ceremonies and Feaſts of their Wed- 
dings, Childe-bearings, and thoſe other which 
they celebrate yearly, are performed with much 


ſtate and modeſt pomp, and are at this dayin 


= 


ule. 
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uſc by the Degro, who wahts nothing, fave 
that the Land'is governed by another ; the* 
reaſon and hiſtory whereof we will briefly de- 
clare. F | ny an 
" The Office of Chief General was formerly 
the firſt in the whole Kingdom , which or- 
dinarily was conferred upon the Deyro's ſe-" 
cond Son ; bur having then another Son, 

which, forthe Mothers ſake, he was willing 
to advance , he divided this great anal, be- 
twixtthem, with command, that they should' 
eovern cach htsthree years by turn. This took 
r ſome time, until one of them , hang, 
taſted the ſweetneſs of ruling , was loath to, 
_ ſo ſplendid an emptoyment ; he there- 
fore leagues with the grem Lords of the Coun- , 
ery , and ſettles his power ſo faſt, during his. 
Commiſſion, that neither the commands and* 
 entreaties of his Father , nor the violence of, 
his offended Brother , were able to remove ' 
him : Yet this being a buſineſs of fo ill and” 
3 fo great conſequence, and like to embroil 
{3 the Kingdomin diforders, *the Depro reſolved. 
3 to chaſhiſc his rebellious Son ; which, by the, 
 affiſtance of his Kings , and the valour ot his * 
former General, hedid. And this was the be-.; 
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pinning, and the firſt inteſtine war that ever ' 
Au-_ 


x 


thority. -S go: 13d DOS 


The 


OS 


appened againſt the Deyro's State and 
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: Foe abogeizig Boner being for his good, 

;e cantinyec pr connned opfersd his : 

| by{maſs ſo well, that aftcr his Majeſties death, 

| hemadchimſelt Lordof his inheritance, ufurp be 
y 


* Ipg the Government of the Kingdom who 


Ingo bis hands; ſeaving yer the Deyra's Court fi 
 Inies former {tare 4nd greatneſs, (his Succeſſor, Þ 


' to his Revenue) and commanding he should 


| Ke uſed in all things with the fame reſpeRt and, | 
. Etremony as before. Theſe proecedings pro- | 
duced anotber War, another Gencr being, 
choſen; who having overthrown the former , i# 
aye © himſcif what he had candemned ir 
bs Predeceſſqr, the Soveraignity of the whole. | 
Land; which occaſioned a third inteſtine Was i 
morecrucdlandmore deſtroying. thenthe otber 8 
q;,For naw, the. $ and. Goyernots of Fe 


avinces began te. Ft up'cachforhimſelf, fo. 


tes 


* 
-< : 


thatthe Countrey was wellnigh ruined (Town, | 


beivg agaivlt Town, and City againſt Ciry 
by th fc diſſenting Grandees ; Duri 


\ionbles it fell cur thi a bal ave Velows,. | 
formerly 2 privata Souldicr, thinking ir beſt, | 
_ Gsbung in troubled waters» raſqlyed to pur in! | 


% 
S 


hex pd condudts E 
rable, and having taken ſeveral. 
| | Caſtles 


fof, heinali 
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2 hs held therewith kinde mefſages, 2nd'reito> 


| . Or Javpan ir 
Caſtles and Towns, drove likewiſe all that 
ſtood him out of the field; fo thatinichh they 
# ehree years he became abſohnc and Soveraigh 
= Lord of the whole Kingdom. He, as theother 
* Uſurpers, left the Dezroin quiet poſſeſſion of 
$ all he for merly enjoyed (rxeppt the Govertte 
} ment) which he held hunſelf; and was afters 
= wards, by the ſaid Deyro, (unable to vindicate 
2 his own right) acknowledged and crowned 


= Exmperor of Japan with unimaginable pomp 


= and magnificence. | 
ZZ This Emperor, whoſe name was Tayekay 
: | bengno leis prudent then brave;fearingkeftthe 
3 great Lords of his Kingdom, xcflofiing upon 
= «hc lownels. of his former condition mighs 
2 contemn his preſent Authayny, as difdainang 
2 to be govretntd by one {els then-thamſelves, 


[- thoughtit þeſttokeep thegrin aGtian, the bet 


ter to divertthem from caviling anew; hethare- 
fore ſent thoſeKings and Chiefs, thathe feared 
= moſt, with an Army of ſway thouſand Mcns 
3 tO-war againlit Cores, and regtice that Coupery 
[3 tothe obedienceeef the /qpenEmpirc. Thee 


rated promiſes of ſuccours feyen whole yearss 
commanding they $hould not return till they 
had ſubdueq and made conqueſt of all : - But 
the Army longing for their Country , theig 


Wives and Children, and deſpairing of a rep. 


__— 
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ern, mutined; -and deſtroying, burning, aud | 


1 
plundering all they could meet , endeavoured f* | 
the ſarisfaQtion of their pretended wrongs by | | 
thedeſolation of others, The Coreans, unable [4 | 
to endure this violence any longer, ſent an (1 | 
Ambaſſador to the Emperour Taycko , who, |; 
being admitrcd into his Court , tound means | | 
totake away his life by poiſon, in revenge of Þ} | 
che manifold wrongs his Country had ſuttered [7 
by the injuriousambirion of this Prince. The 7 | 
Kings and Lords, commanding the Army in '7 | 
Corea , hcaring of their Emperor's death, rc- ' | 
folvedtoquit that Country, and toreturn eve- | | 
gy one to his own, in expectation and hopes i# 
who amonſt them might be choſen to ſucceed i 
in the Soveraignty. E = 
 - The Emperor being removed, left oneonly i 
Son behinde him, called Fraers, about (xr 8 


ears'of age ; bur before he died he appointed Þ 
ſim a Governor , one of the greateſt Lord MW | 
of his Country, by name Ongoſchz0; one whom Þ# | 
he had obliged by his favors, and relicd upon 3 | 
aboveall others forhis fideliry: Tothis Perſon [ | 

[ 


ISS g 


he delivered his Infant-Son , with command, 


that when he was fifteen yearsot age, he should 
caufe him to be crowned by the !Peyro, with 
ehe uſual Pomps and Ceremonies, as Emperor 
of lapan. Ongeſthio being thus declared Go- 
yernor-of thePruices Perſon, was likewiſe by 
Vc 3 fg Taycks's | 
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T axcho's will, and the conſent of his Subje&- 
Kings , made Regent of the Kingdom durmg 
the minority, which for ſome time he peace- 
ably ruled in his Maſter's name; But grow! 
: now weary of ſubordination, he quickly for- 
= got his promiſe made to Taycke , and ſealed 
7 withhisblood ; Fiders being therefore to be 
removed, to make place for his greatneſs , he 
2 affaultedhim firſt in his reputation , by laying 
2 thoſethings to his chargehe was no way guilty 
2 of; amongſt others, heaccuſedhimof diſtruſt 
'#$ of his Tucor, and that he madeprivate prepa- 
rations to extort the Government out of his 
hands by force, beforchis time; he laid likes 
wiſe ambition , and an untimely defire of ho- 
nor to his charge, in that he ſuftered himſelf t6 
be adored as Emperor before he was invelhed 
withthe Power ; and that the Kings and Lords 
of the Realm , had done him that reverence 
which was only due to a received Emperor. 
But armed ambition needs not many cxcuſes, 
Ongoſchio muſters his unitcd forces inthe King- 
= domeof Surnga , and marching thence to On- 
= ſacks, where Fiders held his Court, beſicged 
| him withallhismight. Fiders, having beld out 
three moneths , being now reduced to great 
extremity , would prevent his ruine by a ſordid 
ſubmiſhon; he therefore ſent to Ongoſehio to 
beg his life , quitting all his pretence to the 
| C Empire * 
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; Empire, anddefiring only to ſurvive a Vaſſi 
| to the Conqueror.: But Orngoſchro retulcd all 
manner of capitulation ; and rhough F:der: ſent 
ent his Wife) who! was his Adverſarics Daugh- 
tcr, to ſupplicatchs fatty, he could not be yÞ 


heardof her. Father. The Caſtle betngtaken, | 


the Palace where #deri had retired himſelf, 
with his Motheriand chiet Friends, was en- 
compaſicd with great poſts and pallifadoes, 


; and much wood being piled upabour it , the 


unfortunate: Prince, and.al them that wcre 
with him, were mcrably burnt and conſumed 
with firc. » Ozgoſchio having thus deſtroyed his 
Maſter, put ati them to death who were con- 
fiderable, andef his party ; bringingthe whole 
Empire under his obedience by fa; » as T ace 
kothad done before him. The'year following 
Ongoſchio died, not cnjoying long what: hus 
A had ſo quickly gothim; his Son Coro, 
.er ( ouboſanna, ſucccededtbim ywhovwas Favicr 


r 


LO 
<- 


-to this preſent Emperor:(h1ongon, now reigne | 


Or Jayan 2 WW 


| 7 he number of his '$ ouldiers; 
and theire Army, 


He Revenue ch is divided amoneft 

the Kings and goyerning Lords, amounts 
( as 1s already demonſtrated) to 18400000 
Coquyns, or Pounds ſterling ; acccording to 
which account, cach of them muſt, propor= 
tionably , entertain a ſelef&t company of Soul- 
tiers, always in readineſs for tht Emperor's 
ſervice; ſo that he who hath a thouſand Co- 
guys yeatly , muſt bring i into the field, when 
ever he is commanded, twenty Foot Souldiers 
& two: Horſe-Men.T hirs the Lotd of Fiarmor, 
v/ho hath 69000 Coquyns'a year; miſt enter- 
t1in,as he eaſily may,one thouſand two hundred 
Foot, andone hundredand twenty Horſe, be- 
ſides Servants, Slaves, and what mere is eeeſt 
fary for the Train; ' The number therefore of 
Souldiers, which the Emper6rhath comintt: 
ally in Service , entertained by the aforcfaid 


| Kings and F.ords , amount to three hundred 


fixty cight thouſand Foot, and thirty fix thou- 
ſand eight hundred Horſe, Beſides "aheſe his 

Majeſty hath one hundred thouſand Foot, and 
twenty thouſand Horſe, which he paies out of 


his own ra Revenue, and keeps forthe Garriſon. 
I 3 ing 
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Ing of his Caſtles and Forts, and the ſecuring 
of his own Perſon, Moſtof the Lords, cſpe= 
Cially the moſt pewerful , do ordinarily keep 
double the number of Souldicrs, and many 
more then they are obliged to by their tax; 
andall toourt-vie cach other, and the berterts 
 Iygratiate themſelves with their common Ma- 
ſter, as hath appearcd at large in the late War. 
' The Horſc- Men areall harnaſſcd, though the 
- Foot haveno other detenfive arms thena lHead- 
' piece; the Horſe arcarmed , ſome with shore 
| Guns, ſome with $hort Pikes , others with 
Bows and Arrows, and all with Swords or 
Sables. The Foot have likewiſe Sables, Pikes, 
and Halberts, and thoſe that are divided into 
Companies Fire- Arms : every: five Souldicrs 
have their Commander armcd as they are; five 
of theſc Chiefs have likewiſe thoſe who com- 
mand them ; and their five and twenty , and 
ewicetwenty five, makea compleat Company, 
_ commanded by two Heads , who, with their 
fifty, are commanded by a Captain in chiefs 
Give of thefe ordinary Companies are again 
commanded by another ; and fifty Companics 
| hae likewiſctheir principal Officer; the ſame 
methodandorder bcing held under the Horle. 
His Majcſty may cafily and exaftly know how 
' many living ſouls, how many Souldiers, and 
how many Citizens he hath in his whole Ting! 
| om; 
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dom; for the Houſes being built by five and 
| five, and every five having their Commander 
| who muſt regiſter all them thar are born and 
| die within their Juriſdiction, and report the 
' Game to their Lords, who again are obligedto 
| xell ir their Kings , and they to two Officers 
appointed by the Empgror for that purpole. 


The Authority of hu Councel= 
lors and V aſſals. 


T*He Senators, or Councellors, hath each 

his Office apart, excepting only four, who 
are the "92 and chief Miniſters of State; 
theſe come dayly to Court, and diſpatch all 
 Publick Aﬀaits by his Majeſties direRions 
and are arlikewile the other minor Senators) 
| highly reſpected and honored by the ſubordi- 
nate Kings and Lords: The chief of theſchave 
zxwo hundred thouſand poundsa year, the mid- 
[dlebalf ſo much, and the lefler thirty, twenty, 
and ten thouſand pounds per fn, Their Au- 
' thority and Powet is confined to the Empe- 
| cor's Pleaſure , none of them (upon pain of | 
| Banishment or worſe) daring to adviſe aſecond: 
time, after Anſwer once received from the 


\ | Prince. His Majeſty chuſes theſe his Councel- 


| tors out of thoſe Geatlemen that haye ſerved 
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well and. long}, having: heen bred np tn the 
Court with him, and had the addreſs to pleaſe 
him moſt. Allthe Aﬀairs of the Kingdampals 
theſe mcns havds ; but they ate very circum» 
ſpect in obſerving his Majeſties, eye and plea» 
= , before they adventure:to.propole advice 
oranſwer,;atidall to.continue in his gaod.grace | 
. - andfavour; nay, they are fo fearfully ſlavish, 
that they approve of whatever the Prince prg- 
poſes, and though the ruine of a Province de- 
pendcd upprtit', will nat ſeem to have ſenti- 
ments differing from his. 


T he quality of his Princes and 


Lords, and their miht. 


T He Revenues of the commanding Lords, 
as appears by their ſpecifications, are very 
great, and yet they have , by reaſon of their 
vaſt expences, enough to do with their mo- 
ncys: Firſt, they are obliged, though never ſo 
far diſtant from Court, to rclide F monerths 
every year in the City of 7edo , to wait upon 
the Emperor. "Thoſe of the North and Eaſt 
come one halt year, which being expired, they 
are relicvcd by them of the: South and Weſt; 
whodcpart with his Majeſties leave, attermuch 
Ceremony, Feaſting, and receiving of _ _ 
Li, ack. 
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back to their, ſeveral Countries; -- Thus they» 
take rheirgurnþar Court,  whishl is infinite ev 
penlive., by! reaſon of: their, numerous trains,! 
fame of them travelling ta andfto with one? 
two, three, four, five, and fix thouſand men! 
TheLord of Firando, (where ourEaſt-India« 
Company hath a Lodge ) being but one of ths 
leaſt among them, travels with three hundred: 
Men, Gentlemen and othicrs; and hath in his: 
two Houſes at eds above a thouſand Perſons ,: 
Men and Women. Thus each Lord lives ac-: 
cordinpgto his Means and Dignity, rather pro- 
tuſe then ſparing ; ſo that the City ſwarms with 
Men and Attendance, which makes the Mar-- 
kets high: and yery dear.. Their ſumptuous 
Buildings, their gorgeous Cloathing of their. 
Seryants , -eſpecially their Women and their 
Attendants, their Feaſts, theit Preſcnts,  ahd 
other extraordinary Expences of that proud 
and pompous Court, do ſufficiently keep un-' 
der theſe great Men ; for their Charges ſur- 
mounttheir Kevenues, and they arc found moſt 
commonly to be much behinde hand. Beſides 
all this his Majeſtics orders, the making of ſe= 
veral publick Buildings, as Higb-Ways, Chan= 
nels, Caſtles, and the like, - all which are divided 
amongſt the aforcfaid Lords then at Court, 
each his Share; which they cauſe to bemade, 
' Without reſpect of expence z, to the envy of *' 
| C g each, 
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exch other, with alt peed and induſtry imag- 
nable. Thechief Lords when they build news 
Ralaccs for themſelyes, do befidesthe ordinary 


Gates and Doors, cauſe another great and 
ſumptuous Port to be made , beautihed with 
Statues, and wrought all with hard Wax, or 
IndianLack,and richly guilt. This Entry being 
finiſhed, it is covered all over with Plancks, 
to keep the Sun and Rain from it; and tonti- 
nueth ſo incloſed and ſhut up, until ſuch time 
as the Emperour honours that Houſe with his 
preſence : After his Majeſty hath paſſed and 
re-paſſed through the faid Gate, it is wholly 


ſhut up and never opened more; no man be- 


ing aftcrwards found worthy to go in or out | 
atthat Door, which hath been graced withthe 


Princes.entry. His Majeſty dothgo but once 


tofcalt in once Houle, all thepreparations for 


his entertainment being made ready long be- 


fore, withpreatcarcand coſt; every thing be- 


ing adorned with his Arms, and afterwards 
never uſed more, butpreſerved withgreatde- 
vortion , in remembrance that the Emperour 


did vouchſafe to cat in that Houſc, His Ma- . 


teſty is always invited three years before hand, 
m whith time the preparations fit for fo royal 
a Cueſtare making. Afterthe Emperour hath 
been there one day, the Princes of his blood, 
his Councellors, and the Kings and great Lords 
TT are 
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| |f ererrented with incredible 
7 whole Moneths together. Briefly, the building 
4 of ſuch a Palace, and thetreating of ſo great a 
7 Prince, is ſufficient romake arich King poor ; 


7 and yer theſe ruinning profuſions arcnotto be 


Or Jayan + 
ifcence three” 


avoided. When his Majeſty goesa Hern-hunt- 
Ing, and hath taken ſome of thoſe Birds, being 
of great eſtcem in thoſe Countries, he ſome- 
times beltows one of th:m upon one Favorite 
or other ; which Preſent cofts the Receiver 
atleaſt a half years Revenue: forthe Gift is ſo. 


3 highly valued, having been taken by the Em- 


ror's Hawks, and given with his own hands, 
that the whole City "QAias to partake of thejoy, 
it being abundantly teſtified by Feaſting and 
Preſents. 

TheLord of Sarſama had lately the honour 


Z roentertain the Emperour in his new Palace, 


but with better fortune thenany of his greateſt 
Princes ; for his Majeſty was ſo well pleaſed 
with his treatment, that he made him aPreſent 
(of Beans , as he pleaſed to tearm it, for his 
Horſes) worth threeſcore thouſand Pounds a 
year. 
The Emperor diſpoſes of the marriages of 
his great Lords , who entertain their Wives 
which are ordered them by him with extraor- 
dinary carreſings ; they reccive andlodge them 
tntheir beſt Palaces, and allow them ten, twen=- 
tys 
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ty, &c.to.2-hundred and more Gcntlewomen 
and Maid-Servants, Feonding: to thcir abilities, 


to wait upon them , when they go abroad ta 
viſit their Friends, which is allow ed but once 
2.year. Their Women follow them ia thug 
Pallacquins, forty orfifty innumber , each of 
them with two Chamber-Maids, on ouch {lide 
of their Pallacquins one. Theſe Pallacquins 


\ © are very richly made, wrought with Lack and 


inlaid with Gold, carried ſome nine foot from 
cach other in good order, with greatmodcity, 

The Witethat is given by the Emperor, is the 
Mother of thoſe Children whic cond ig 
their Father's honors; but if the prove Childe- 
leſs, or have no Heit male, the Kingdom, or. 
Government, is ordinarily beſtowed Upon A 
Strangerto that Race and Family. Every Lord 
may haye as many: Concubincs as he plealcs, 
or can maintain, whereby Children indeed are 
multiplied, though none inherit but thoſe that 
are legitimate, Thelc Lords enjoy all the plca- 


” 
ſures they-can- imagine, in the fruition of their 


Women, Houſes , Gardens, Ponds, Walks, 
Muſick, Plays, and the Iike. They lutfer no 
Men to' cone into their Wives Houlcs upon 
any.pretence whatlocycr, unleſs itbe ſome tew 
who are next of blood, and that but very ſcl- 


dom; thcſcare kept cloſe and carctul; and all 


their Women , young and old , great jog ok oft 
p Si 
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| lower condition , muſt thus ſpend their time, 
| withoutany mannerof converſation withmenz 
| thelcaſt fulpition is punitht with death; tt be- 
E inp noleſscriminalto be thought ll, then to he 
| really ſo. Theſe Attendants are choice Maids, 
 bredupinanhumblc and honeſt manner, and 
fo oblervant of their Maſter and Lady ,: thay 
| they neither {peak nor {mile ,- but as thcy are 


directed by their eye or motion. They are 
clothed in Silks of fevcral colours, and diſtin» 
geuiſhed into ſeveral urders ; ſome wear red 
veſtments, with green girdles and green head» 
tires ; others yellow, with violet girdles and 
urcs; others white, with red girdles and tires; 
and others, other ſuch coloursas they beſt fan- 
cy, molt embroydered with Gold.Every order 


| hath its Officers, conſiſting ordinarily of ſux« 


tcen Perſons, whoare ſeated accordingto theie 
quality , and ſerved according to the cuſtom 
of their Country. Thoſe young Perfons are 
all of Noble Extraction, fair , well bred, and 
not entertained into this ſervice for leſs time 
then twenty years; ſome, nay moſt, for their 
whole lives. Many are reccived into ſervice at 
the age of four or five and twenty, ſome at the 
ape of twenty eight or thirty ; and axe beſtow- 
ed in marriage by their Lords, upon ſome of 
their Gentlemen ,” or Officers , according ta 
wcir mcrity whom he then honours with an 
do oa 1. 
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| increaſe of ſtipend , beſides preſent ſums of 
| money. Thoſe whoarriveto SH of above 
thirty years in their ſervice, do ordinarily ſpead 
their whole lives there, being preferred to 
| Offices under their Ladics. All the married 

Women, of what quality ſoever, arc trained 
up by ſuch rules, that they buſienot themſelves 
with the affairs of this life , er trouble their 
Husbinds with unneceſſary queſtions or de- 
fires, to avoid harſh returns , which are the 
conſequences of any demands of thar kinde, 
when ever the Husbands viſit their Wives, 
which is never but for their own diverſion ; 
they diveſt themſclves of all ſorts of buſineſs, 
not reſuming the conſideration of it till they 
quit ag pros the wholetreatment is en- 
_— ating to what isamorous, as Banquets, 

Muſick , Dancing , Plays, andthe like, wherein 
the Women have an extraordinary dexterity 
and addreſs inplcafing their Husbands, The 
rcaſon they give (eſpecially the great Ones ) 
why their Wives arc kept thus retired, and ſe- 
queſtred from the company of Men and buſi- 
neſs, is firſt, as they ſay, Becauſe the Woman 
is to ſerve the Man , to divert him, to bring 
him Children, to givethcmeducation, and for 
no other end; further, to avoid jealouſic and 
its conſequences, of yexation, bloodand war, 
which they haye gathered from former expe- 


rience, 


| 
1 
1 
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{ Fience, when their Women had more liberty ; 
þs alſo from tragical cxamples, recorded intheir 
ſHiſtories, of divers who have been deceived 
4 Jand ruined by them. Their Women are or- 
J {dinarily true and modeſt , eycn to bluſhing, 
{whereof I ſhall inſtance an exumplc or two: 
{There was in the Kingdom of Fingo aPcrion 
1 | of quality, who had a Wifc of extraordinary 
{ | beauty ; the King cauſed him to be ſecretly 
1 { murthered, and after ſome time ſent for his 
 j Lady to Court : She obayed ; but knowing 
J 7] ker Husband was made away by his praftices, 
{.j anſwered his importunities in bay words ; 
19 Mighty Prince , I ought in reaſon to rejoyce 
{ ! end account my ſelf extream happy , in being 
{ | thought worthy to ſerve your Majeſty ; yet 
I | permit me to affirm , that at the ſame inftant 
J ! youapproach me, Iwillkillmyſelf; butif you 
J | ſhall pleaſe togrant what I ſhalldefireof you, 
4 Iwill give my ſelf up to be your humble Hand- 
J maid: Allow me then the reſpite of thirty | 
7 days, wherein I may moutn for my Hus 
j and cauſe him to be interred according to his 
I Dignity; after which, that I may , uponthe 
Tower of your Caſtle , make a Feaſt for my 
Husband's Friends , with them to put an ;cnd 
to my mourning, The King condiſcended ts 
this requeſt ; but wondred at the RC 
tt. The Ceremony being performed, at w ex 
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the King was prefent, and in a good humour, 
well hcated with wine and his paſſions) the 
Lady withdrew to the fide of the Gallery, as 
#-the would have repoſed , and upon a ſud 
den threw her ſeif over the walls, and broke 
her neck, in thepreſence of the King and thoſe 
that werc with him. *, h 
The other is of a certain Lord , who ſem 
about through his dominions for ſome young 
Gemlewomen to-attend upon his Lady; and 
amongſt othcrs found a poor Widows Daugh- 
ecr;' who was ſo acceptable to her Lord, that 
he-received-her into the number of his Con- 
cubines. Her Mother being reduced ro great 
wants, wrote a [ietter to her, wherem the ar 
large ſet forth herpoverty , and the'miſcrable- 
neis of her-condition. - While the Daughter 
Tas bulic in-readinigoof it, her Lord comes in, 
ant (he ctideavouritie to hide the Letter, he 


_ percoived it,*and jn preat tholer would know 


hat the Letter: was,” from whom and from 


' , whence it came 2'the;, aſhamed towiſcover 


thepayerty of her Mother, refuſedto tellhim; 
-wirewporthe chdedvorcdts force itfromber, 
which He to prevent, put ft #1es her month, 
fd Would have ſwallowed it; bur not being 


4ablet6pet it down, it Ruck in her throat and 


choaked her. The Lord; mad with rape and 


jedloulicy cauſed het iminediatly tobe cat up, / 
F ro 
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to ſearch for the Lettet ; but finding the inno» 
cency of it, and that it containedonly. the diſe 
covery of her Mathers poverty , was ſotranl- 
ported with grief and forrow.y/ that he could 
potrefrain his tears; and inthe ſenle of it, ſent 
for his Concubines Mother, who at this pre- 


| ſeptlives 1n thc houſe with him, inmuch honor 


aud efteem., The modeity, of theſe. females 
extends tothe private converſation , ſo-that 
they are very caretul, cycn in the preſence of 
theirnext of kagdred, not fohker fall any word 
which may favaur of the leaJightnels Or 1N- 
continency z..not, darivgto ſpeak of marriage, 
thaugh lawtul, nor the way ta.it; and if any 
unſcemly diſcourſe, though but 1napprarance, 
thauld happen , the.youngeſt ariſc immediatly 
and quit the company. reid a , 
\  Theyhotourand love their Parents event 
dcvotian , beheving firmly, ahas theſe who 
dothe contrary, canuot elcape the;vengeance 
of the Gods;- this. picty extends to-them that 
gave them theit lives after their deautezatheant- 


% 


verfary of their- deceaſe beirig cefremonioully 
obſerved ,. by:thew abſtaining ,upon that day 
from cating afty thing thathath life or motion, 


But to ecturn from whence. we digreſled; 


theRevenueof the governing Lords is diverſe 
and yarious.; [ſome Countries produce Corg 
andFruit, others Gold and $yvet ; ſome 948 
. 1 = : _ Brals, 
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. Braſs, Iron, Tin, Lead, and others again cu- | 
rious Manufactures, Hemp , Cotton , Silk, | 
and the like; all which are calculated, valucd, | 
and perfe&tly known to the Emperor. | 
Theſe ruling Princes have cach of thema | 
Chancellor, impoſed by the Emperour, pre- | 
| ſented ordinarily with this following comple. | 
ment: Sir, your Government « great, and your | 
Subjetts are many; and therefore} have thought | 
fit, on: of the care / have of your good, to ap- | 
point you an Aſiſtant , being a perſon wiſe and | 
truſty, bred up under my cyes, and in my houſe; | 
employ therefore hu ſervices , and let it not be | 
Sracceptable ro you that we ſtudy your welfare, | 
This perſonisreceived with great thanks, cc- | 
remony, feaſting and preſents; and (though an | 
open Spie upon his Maſter's ations, ) treated | 
with much honour and reſpe&. Theſe Chan- | 
cellors are men knowing in affairs, and ſuch | 

as the Emperor lonely confides in. The 
more to enſure them to his intereſt, he cauſes | 
them not only to promiſe and ſwear , but to. 
@, pray withtheir- bloods, that they thal 
e exact accountof every particular , great 
and ſmall , that may concernthe State; and alſo 
&=ep adayly account, or Diary, of their Lords 
lives and aRions, and-ſend the ſame over to 
him by expreſſes. None of the Kings or Lords 
cu or may do any-thing of themiclves , the 
Govcttte 
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KEovernment of thcir Territorics and Aﬀeairs 
being at the diſpoſal of theſe mcn , as theig 
principal Miniſters, | | 
Molt of theſe Lords entertain alwaies by 
them ſome choice Perſons tor parts and undcr- 
ſtanding, only to oblerve thur actions , and 
tell themof their taults; which they muſt ex- 
atly do without reſpect or flattery, for they 
ſay, no mancan ſec his own errours fo weil as 
another, eſpecially thoſe vx ho are called to go- 
yern, as more ſubjc& to the tranſports of pa{- 
fionandpride, they had theretorc rather heer 
of thcir faults by their truſty Servants. to cor- 
rectchem, thento be ill ſpoken of behindthour 
backs; and for this reaſon thele ſecret Mon- 
tors arcalwaics near their Lords perions, cipc- 
claliy at Feaſts and publique meetings, obſer- 
ving their words and lcaſt actions. "Theie 
Lordsthough they have their particular namcs, 
yet they are ordinarily called by that of thcir 
Government or reſidence; furticr cycry man 
hath three names, the children a childith,w hen 
they are menamore manly, and being become 
old get others ſuitable to the decays of nature 
and age: The ſurnames arc tir{lt pronounced, 
for being their parents were before them, they 
& think it but rcaſonable thattheir names thould 
likewiſe precede, When one of theſe Lords 
ic, ten, twenty, or thirty of his Vaſlals kill 
] D theap 
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themſelycs to bear him company: many that 
do fo, oblige themſelves to it during their 
Lords lives; for having received ſome more 
then ordinary grace and favourfromhim, and 
fancying themlelyes better beloved then their 
companions, they think it a ſhame to ſurvive 
their Benefatour; and therefore in return of 
their thanks they nfually add , My Lord, the 
number of yorr faithful Slaves u great , Ont 
what have 1 donetomerit thus honour ? this Body, 
which t: indeed yours , I offer 2 again, and pro- 
mniſeit ſhall not live longer then yours; 1 will not 
ſurvive fo worthy a Patron, For confirmation 
of this they drink a bowl of Wine together, 
Which 15 ſolemn; for no covenants thus made 
areto bc broken. Thoſe thatthns bitde them- 
ſelyes cut their own bellies, and do it as fol- 
loweth © They affemble their nearcſt kmdred, 
and going to Church, they celebrate the part-« 


A ee ee rs TN 


ing teaſt upon mats and carpet9inthec midſt of | 
the Plain , where having well eat and drank, | 


they cut up thcir bellies, fo that the gats and 
entrails burſt owt 5 | and he that cuts himſelf 


higheſt, as ſome do eyento the throat, is count- 


King or himſelf , hrs Servants often times beg 
they might have the honour to he urider, out 
of a beltcf, that whatis foundedupon a living 
. mans 


ed the brayeſt fellow, and moſt eſteemed. If | 
the Lord cauſea wall to be buikt, either for the | 
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mans fleſh is ſubje& rono misfortune: This 
requeſt-being granrcd, they go with joy un- 
to the dofioned place, and lying down there, 
ſuffer the toundation ſtones to be laid upon 
them, which withthcir weight, immediately 
bruiſe and ſhiver them to pieces, 

His Majeſty hath feveral Caſtles ſtrong and 
great, whereof thoſe of Ofana and leads are 
the moſt magnificent. 'T he Countries bclong- 
inotothe Kingsand preat Lords, arenotmuch 
mayalled by our Nation, ſo that we have no 
knowledg of them; only I am informed that 
they have migtty Tow ns and Caſtles: None 
of theſe Cities are walled, though their ſtreets 
are regular eycry one, and equally long; the 
ends of them ſhut with Gates , and guarded 
with Watchmen by wighr or times of danger. 
The Country waies are morked at every miles 
end with {tones or ſtakes , being put vp fot 
that purpoſe, In their Towns nd Villages 


every ſtreet hathtwo Magiſtrates, who take 


care for their precinet , and muſt ojve at. 
account for whatever happens-in them ; and 
becauſe none through clownithneſs, or ochew: 
wiſe, may approach the Lord Govcrnour 


with diſrelpe&, they have Prolocutors -— 


pointed them, by whoſe intervention all le 
matters are compaſled, the more difficult be- 


1ng reſcrycd for the deciſion of the ordinary 


Judge, D 3 T het 
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: Their manner of. Fu ſlice. 


= Citics and Towns have no revenue 
atall, cach of them depending on their 
Lord; neither have the Citizens, Marc hants, 
Gentry or Commonalty any Tolls, Exciſe, 
or Contributions; they pay likewiſe nothing, 
except it befor the ground their houſes ſtand 
upon, which 1s the Lords; and for that they 
give from forty ſhillings to two yearly , ac- 
cording to the orcatncis of their houſes. E- 
vcry houſe mult finde a man upon occaſion , 
w hich happencth three or four times a year, 
though but for an hour , and ſometimes for 
halt a day or ſo. The King, or Lord, hath 
the wholc produ& of the Land and Sea; the 

entlemen and Souldiers live upon that por- 
tion thcir Lord aſſigns them outof the Coun- 
ty; the Marchant fubſiſts by his gaine ;- the 
Citizens and Artificers by their trades ;5 and 
ahe Labourers by that portion which their 


Lordallows them out of the fruit of the carth. 
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| What Crimes they punish 


moſt ſeverely. 


ET individual, from the Emperour ro 


the meaneſt Gentleman, hath the right of 
uſtice over his Subjects and Servants, His 


Majeſty hath his ordinary Judges n all his Ci-' 
' ties and Towns.' When a & 


zentleman , or 
Souldier, 1s condemned to die, heis allowed 
the honour to kill himſclf, by cutting up his 
belly with his own hands ; whereas the Citi- 


| zen, Marchant, and meaner perſons, ſuffer by 


the common Executioner. A Marchant, how 
rich ſoever, is not eſteemed at all, becauſe 


| they ſay, He liveth by his lying, making no 

; conſcience to couſen and deceive the People 
| for his filthy lucre ſake ; The Citizenand Ar- 
| tificerare likewiſe underyalued, becauſe they 
| arebutServants to the Commonalty , and for- 


ccd tolive by their labours and manufaures : 


| Neither are the Country Pcople of more ac- 


count , becauſe of the miſerableneſs of their 
condition, bcing ſubject to perpetual ſlavery 
and toyling. But the Gentlemen and Soul- 
dicrs, who arc numerous, Trc honourcd and 
tcared; andthey donothing, being maintained 
and ſcryed by the Marchants , by the Citizens, 
Dy and 


 - 
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and by the Country Labourecrs, Every erime, 
how ſmall ſoever , is puniſhed with death; 
eſpecially theft, although but to the valuc of 
a penny ; gaming, and playing far money, is 
no leſs hatnous then murther : and all other 
Delinquents which deferve the rigour of Ju- 
ſRticc withus in Europe, undergo the ſame pe- 
nalty hcre, Every one ſuffers for his own 


faults, except the matter be treaſonable, and 


then the Fathcr, Brothers and Sons mult Jike- 
wiſe ſuffer , .and their goods be confiſcated; 
and the Mothers, Siſters, 'and Daughters bc 
green away and ſold for ſlaves. Theſe con- 

{cationsarc not dueto the Emperour, King, 
or Lord in whoſe Territorics they happen, 
bur arc reſcrved under account for publick 


| | uſes, as building of Churches , making of 


Bridges , repairing of High-waics , and the 
like. | 
It happened in my time, thata proud fellow 
reſented his ſervice to a poor Gentleman, 
demanding of him, by reaſon of his addreſs 
and parts, more wages then hc knew the Gen- 
zicman could give ; who vexed at the youths 
impcrtinencies, and percetvinghe jcered him, 
rcpl:cd with acompoled countenance, Friend, 
you a mand imacred much WAgEs , tut beng F 
think you will deſervert, and that you are pleas 
fig in my ejcs,, 1 am content to receive you mis 


Wy . 
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wry ſervice. Three dajcs after his Maſter ſeng 
him on anerrangd; being returned, he was ac+ 
cuſed for ſtaying out ſo long, ſoas no excuſes 
would fave his life ; being forced to pay for 
bis inſolency under this colourable pretence. 
The Lord of Finando did lately cauſe three 
Gentlewomen of his Ladies attendants, tobe 
{hut up in Cheſts ſpiked with nails on every 
fide, becauſe one of them had had ſome con- 
verſation witha certain Gentleman, (who was 
likewiſe condemned to die, and his belly cut 
up) andthat the other two, knowing of their 
companions praCtices, had not diſcovered 
them. Who evyer findes his Wife in a locker 
or (hut chamber with another man, may law- 
fully kill them both; the which, though very 
rarely , hath indeed happened: It the Husband 
be abſent, then his Father, Brother, Son, or 
next of kin, nay a Servant may do it; ſo that 
Adultery is feliom or never heard of amonglt 
them. A certain Gentleman , being jealous 
of his Witc, pretendedajourncy trom home 
bur returaing unexpectedly back, found ano- 
ther Man with his Wife in the chamber ; tranſ- 


orted with jcaloutic and revenge, he inſtant= _ 


y kills the amaſed Gallant , and binding his 
Write to a ladder, Ict her ſtand there thug 
chained all night, Nextmorning he ſentto 1n- 
vitc all his and her kindred, Men and Wamens 
D 4 to. 
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to dinner; which however contrary to their 
cuſtoms, cach ſex feaſting and eating alwaies 


apart , was through his importunity affented 


unto, The Women, who fat in a chamber 
by themſelves, ignorant of whathad happen- 
ed, enquired often for the Lady of the houlc; 
to which her Husband made anſwer, that the 
was buſic in ordering their entertainment , 
ſhe would wait upon them immediatly. The 
Gucſts being all fat, Men and Women toge- 
ther, and dirmer halt done, the Husband 
went and cut off the privities of his ſlain Ri- 
val, and putting them into a covered Box of 
| Lack, or Wax, decktwithflowers, unbound 
his Wife, and clothing her inawinding ſheet, 
with her hair looſe and hanging over her 
ſhoulders, gaveit her, ſhenotknowing what 
wasinit, adding, Go andcarry it toour Friends 
at dinner , and try whether for their ſakes I may 
70t pardon you alſo, The poor Woman, half 
dcadand diſtracted with fear, did as her Hus- 
band commanded her, and entering in this 
dreadful poſture, fell on her knees before the 


company, and opened the Box, at ſight wherc- - 


of the ſunk down in a ſwound , and being 
cloſc followed by her Husband, had her head 
1mmediarly (truck off by him; at which hor- 
rid ſight the afrighted Gueſts ran all out of 


the houſe 
Thoſe 
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' Thoſe faults which are accounted crimi-_ 


: nal amongſt them, are the breaking of the 


; Emperours commands and orders; Peculati- 


} on, or robbing his Majcſties Revenues; falſe 
! coyning, burning of houlſcs, rapes, and the ill 


O 


| governing of thoſe int Authority ; he that is 
} euilty of any of theſe crimes, is puniſhed in 


x his perſon and poſterity ; if it be a Woman 
? thathath offended, ſheſufters alone; nor ſhall 
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| the die for anothers ſin, only be given away 
| or fold. Their puniſhments are roſting , 
| burning, crucitying both waties, drawing with 
| four Bulls, and boyling in Oyl and Water. A 
| man who was to deliver Wood and Stone to 
7 his Majcſties Factours , had corrupted ſome 
| Souldiers and others appointed for the ſecr- 


yice ; this being diſcovercd , the Overſeers 
were ordered to cut up their bellies; but the 
Marchant was crucified with his heels upward. 


| This man, bcingamanof parts, was in good 
Ceſteem with the Councellors and great ones 
Zat Court, and however it be, that it 15 not 


Elawful to intercede for a criminal, yet the a- 
gforclaid Grandecs, out of pity and affection 
$to the Delinquent, having conſulted together, 


O 


gadventured to ſupplicate his Majeſty in his be- 


w:th wonder ; but that which troubles ms moſt 


half . whereupon they received this follow- 
img anſwer, J have underſtood your acfires 


GC, 
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&, that the unreaſonableneſs of the demands ob. 


the evil doer die? whence then proceedeth this 
your requeſt ? or are your hearts likewiſe cor- 
rupted with gifts and gold ? change your pur- 
poſes, and ler juſtice have her courſe, and then 
if any among ſt you defire riches, let them go to 
my Treaſure and fatufie themſelves ; go, I arve 
you full liberty to do rr. This reply did ſo ftar- 
tle the Petitioners, that they retired, not da- 
ring to make any further inſtance, or ſpeak one 
word more. 

They haye a peculiar method in puniſhing 
of crimes, which I will alſo relatc : It hap- 
pened (asitdid in my time) thata Gentleman, 
appointed Governour of a Lordſhip near the 
imperial City of fedo, had forced his Tribu- 
taries to pay more then they were obliged to 
by their ordinary Tax and Contributions, 
with which ſurplus he had Lordcd it for {ome 
time ; but this Exa&ion continuine, the In- 
habitants ſupplicated his Majefty tor rclict; 
whereupon 4 i Gentleman , together with 


his whole race, were ordered to cutup their 
bellies. The ſaid Governour hid a Broth 
inthe ſervice of theKing of F:ngo, two hw IM! 
dred and forty Dutch miles Weltward from 
Fedo; an Uadle at Satfuma, twenty milcs fur- 
ther ;- aSoninthe ſervice of King Knocoum);' 

another 


Mee me to ſuſpett your judgements ; ſhall not 
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another Sonin the ſervice of the King of aſe 
ſamme, an hundred and ten miles Eaſtward ; 
a third Son with the Governour of the Impe- 
rial Caſtle of Inquans; with two Brothers 
| \more , that were Souldiers in his Majeſties 
| Guards at fedo ; his youngeſt Son was upon 

cxtraordinary ſollicitations beſtowed upon a 
 Marchants Daughter, who was an only Child 
| and very rich ; All theſc Perſons, however 
{ Eaſt and Weſt diſtant from each other, dicd 
| 1n one day, and on the fame hour; for Poſts 

were ſent to all places where theſe unhappy 
mendid hve, with orders to the Governours, 
|. that they thould cauſe them upon the eighth 
day of the eighth Moneth , (the day limited 
for their execution ) when the Sun was in the 

South, to cut up their bellies , according to 
. theuſualmanner; which was exactly perform- 
| ed. The aforeſaid Marchant, well known to 

our Society, dwelt at Oſaza, but died for griet; 
and his Daughter , unwilling to ſurvive her 

' Husband, would (if the had not been pre- 

 yented) have killed her ſelf; yetihe couldnot 
be hindred to deſtroy that life, which was bur 

'Iloathſome to her after ſo dear a loſs; for the 


9 abſtained wholly from cating , and expired 


: (concluding this faral Tragedy with her own) 
the cleventh day after. Thc Pcople of this Na- 
hon, eſpecially the Womeu, dic with {trange 
a2 | COll- 
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conſtancy and aſſurance, without any the leaſt 
emotion of ſorrow or weakneſs. 

Lyes are likewiſe puniſhed with death , 
eſpecially if told to Magiſtrates or Lords; 
neither will any Maſter pardon that crime in 
| his Servant. Theſe aforeſaid manners of put- 
ting to death, belong tothe Gentry, the Soul- 
dicrs, Marchants, Citizens and Peaſants; - but 
the Kings and tranſgreſſing Lords are other- 
wiſe puniſhed: Thereis a little Iland, three 
miles in compaſs, and diſtant forty two miles 
from eds, called Fairſnichina, fo ſtill and en- 


vironed with rocks and precipices , that no 


ſhips of burthen can approach it : it was at 
firſt attempted in very calm weather by cer- 
tain deſperate fellows, who climbing up thoſe 
rocks, madea ſhift to geton the tops of them; 
and having pulled up with ropes materials and 
neceſlary inſtruments for their purpoſe , falt- 
ned beamsand ſtrong poſts inthe rocks in ſuch 
wiſe, that by the help of pullics and ropes, and 
ſtrong hangingnets, they can winde / boats 
up ſome fathoms out of the watcr, and ſo (c- 
cure them againſt thetoſling of the Sea; whole 
leaſt agitation throws them again(t the Iſland, 


and daſhes them in picces, as it happened to iſ 


' the loſs of many a man before this expedient 
was found. The lfland it felt is very ſtony 


and barren , arable bur in ſome few places; 
it 
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tis hither that the offending Grandces are | 
baniſhed, and cloſe kept from all manner of 
' communication or correſpondency from 
without with ſtri& guardsof Souldiers, who 
have their ſtations upon all the ſeyeral corners 


of the Iſland for that purpoſe : Theſe Guards, 


if winde and weather permit, are relieved ec» 
very moneth | at which time they 
receive proviſion for themſelyes , as alſo for 
theexiled, which is bur a little Rice, a few 
| Beans, ſome Roots, andother ſuchhard fare: 
they lodg in little low hutches , which can- 
| notproteQ them from either againſt the Sum- 


mer> heat or Winters cold ; and they muſt 


' work, andgather Silk fromthe Worms, which 
 arefed and keptthere, asalſo card, ſpin, and - 


weave ſuch aportionas 1s yearly ordered them 
by their task-Maſters. 


In the year one thouſand ſix hundred thirty = 


one, when his late Majeſty died, all ſorts of 

Priſoners, under the obedience of the Japa- 
niſh Empire, none excepted, were all (in 
one day andhour )ſet at berry, arid money 
given to thoſe that were poor to begin the 
| world again with, = we E 
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6: A DESCRIPTION 
What Divine Service they ſe, 


His Nation 1s neither very ſupcrſtitious 

nor very devout; they ſeldom or never 
pray ; and ſuch are counted for religious, who 
go to Church once ina moneth; they ſome- 
times uſe the word 2 ammanaa, which is the 
name of one of their chiefcit Deities. The 
Prieſts prcach ordinarily three times. every 
year , being only then attended by thoſe of 


his Set; others of another belief ; make uſe iÞ 
. of their Hermits in their ſickneſs, who read 
and mumble (as if they were poſicſicd) ther 
 Ocifons for twenty tour hows together over 


the Patient, withoutbcing underſtood of any; 


for alltheir Divinity, as well as their: Phytick, 
are writ and printed in.an elevated ſtyle, not 


to be farhomed or comprehended but: by the 
karned. ET £73k 0 


What Chirches they have. 


IT Hey hare many Temples and Churches I 


dedicated to thcir Idols, every one of 
them inhabited by their Prieſts, two, ten, of 
twenty , according to their greatneſs and re- 


VVhat 


” Or JaPAmN | '6y 
VF bat Priefls they entertain. 


Heir Prieſts do bur little,they read ſome- 

times before their Idols, and bury the 
dead, who are molt of them firſt burnt, their 
| aſhes being afterwards commuted to the carth 
| with their uſual ceremonies. 


| / hat Sefts are prevalent a- 
mong them. 


Hey have twelve Sectsin all; the Prieſts 
- 4 of the firſt cleven cat nothing that hath 
lived, nor may matry : . when they offend by 
tranſgreſſing their order , the Delinquent is 
| buried to the middle in the High-way , every 
| onethatpaſſcth, and is no Gentleman, bei 

obliged to give him a ſtroak in the neck wh 
 awooden ſaw , ready forthe purpoſe ; ſorthat . 
the miſerable Prieſt is two. or three dates, 
| ſomerumes more', in this langwiſhing con- 
dition before-he can dic, The tweltrh Se&t 
I i the moſt eſteemed and moſt honourable of 
WM all; their Prieſts marry, and they may cart of 
what ever the ſca or earth produres, accord- 
mgto their ſeveral appetites. Thrs SeR, called 
ktg; or kkgs, isthe molt ſupctititious of ry. 
T7 -n 


Nod OE I ES.” ” 


F 


G64 A DzscRrrIÞTION 


and hath its Pope, or Head , reſpe&ed and 
ſerved with the ſame honour with their Kings, 
When this high Prieſt pafſeth through the 
Kreets, carrigd in his Pallaquin, they. of his 
faith, worſhip and pray to him; and this in- 
deed 15 the richeſt and caſic{t order amongſt 
them, and molt countenanced, Some of their 
Churches arepriviledged and endowed bythe 
Emperour, or Lords, in whole Territories 
they ſtand; butthe reſt are maintained by the 
common people : and as cach particular man 


amonegſtthe Papiſts hath his particular ghoſtly 


Father, ſo the Inhabitants here have theirs; as ſþ 
alſo their Churches , which they afſilt with 


their charity to the utmoſt of their powers, 
Each of thelc twelve Scs hath its particular 


Faith; ſome believe that the ſoul is unmortal, 


that the flcſh' is earth ; and that the ſpirit of 
man thall-live-in another world , happy or 
miſerable , according to what he hath done 


.in this. Others think that there is no ſuch 
thing as a ſcparable ſoul , and that they need i 


fear nothing but the Executioner ; they arc 
Ignorant of the beginning and ending of na- 


The bcit of theſe Sets make Taverns of their 


' Temples, which are molt commonly built in 


the pleaſanteſt and_belt places , ſummon 


—_ Bt; 


-ture,, molt of them fancying the world with- if 
But beginning , and that it ſhall be eternal, 
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and well planted with trees and orchards : 
When the IG have amindeto rejoyce, 
they afſemble here, and in the preſence of. 
their Gods, and company of their Piieſts, 
(who are likewiſe good fellows) they de- 
bauch and do thoſe extravagances, which are 
the concomitants of excofs and folly; com- 
mon whores are permittcd to enter and dance, 
the Prieſts themſelves allowing of this jolity, 
and a further uſe', ſo it be in ſecret of theſe 
1immodelſt females. ''.I never heard that thoſe 
people trouble themſclves to diſpute or argue 
in their rcligion; neither do they break their 
heads in converting others to their opinions - 
bur leave every aneto:the freedoamot his own, 
as indiffercntand reaſonable, as being infulcd: 
into him by their Gods. Their Prieſts, as 
well as many of the Gentry, are:much given 
to. Sodomy , that unnatural paſſion , being 
—_— no ſin, nor þameful thing amongit. 


— 
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7 be perſecution of the Romish 


Chriſtians. 


*T Hoſe of this Countrey which were con- 
verted to Chriſtianity by the Romith 
Clergy, were them only which were perſc- 
cuted ; At firſt they cut off their heads, and*' 
afterwardscrucifhed them, which ſcemed then 
very ſevere ; but when.theſe cruel Idolaters 
erceived that dcath was not formidable to 
choſe martyred Chriſtians, who wentto their 
executions” with: finging and dancing , as if 


| they courted their torments',: and that the 


great numbers of them thae ſuffered did no 
way drſcourage or diminiſh: the rcemaming, 
but rather ſtrengthen and iricceaſe their mul- 
titudes, they reſolved tobreak them by more 
why and ſ{cnſible torenres ,. to-this'pur- 
poſc they bound them to ſtakes, and roſted 
them alive, deſtroying thouſands after this 
unſufferable manner: Bur ſecing yetthere was 
no end, and that death in what ſhape ſoeyer 
was not terrible enough to affright thoſe re- 
Jolved Saints to an Apoſtacy, they intended 
2neFpracticed other mgye dreadful waies and 


| pains, for to oblige them to quit and change 
their opinions and xcligion; they forced the 
women 


Or Jayax. 67 
' women and more tender maids to go upon 
| their hands and feet bowing, ſupporting and 
| dragging them naked in the pteſence of thou- 
| fandsthrough theſtreets; thatdone, they cau- 
| ſedthemrto beerayiſhed and lauffyithby Rut- 
| filans and Villains, and hen riPvin them 
| fo ſtript and abuſcd, into great Ueep tubs full 
| of Snakes and Adders, which crept by ſcveral , 
| paſſages into their bodies, ſuffered them to 
periſh after unſpeakable miſeties in that fear- 
{ ful manner: they thruſt hurds-into the Mo- 
thers privittes , and binding the Sons about 
with the ſame combuſtible matter, thruſt and 
| forced them, as allo the Fathers and Daugh- 
| ters, to ſet fire cach to other, whereby they 
underwent uncoficewable torments and pains? 
ſome they clothed with ſods, and pouring 
hot ſcalding water continually upon them, tor- , 
wured themin thatmanner till they died, which 
dured two or three daies ,- according to the 
ſtrength of the patty ; hundreds of them- be 
ing ftript naked , 'and butnt'm the forcheads 
that they might be known, were driven into 
the Woods andForreſts, all men being com- 
mandedby Proclamation, upon pain of death, 
not to aſſt them with either meor, drink, 
dothingorlodging ; many more put into pin- 
folds upon the'Sex-ſhore,'and kept there half 
ir time gry and half wer, being eyery tide 
- E 2 GS 
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overflown by the Sez; but theſe were permit- 
tcd to catand drink, to keep them longer alive 
in this miſery, which laſted ordinarily ten or 
twelve dates. Thele bloody Executioners put 


out the Paregys eyes, and placing their little 
Children em pinched andplagued them. 


whole daies ng, enforcing them with tears 
of blood to call and cry to their helpleſs Fa- 
thers and Mothers for an end of their ſufter- 
ings, which had no period but with their lives, 
whileſt their woful Parents, unable to aſſiſt 
either their Childrenor themſelves, did often 
die in their preſence , whom they could not 
ſee for grict or ſorrow. All. theſe miſeries, 
too long and too many torelate, were borne 
by the poor Chriſtians with- conſtancy to a 
miracle ; except ſome few, who not able to 
reſiſt the bitterneſs of theſe torments aban- 
doned their Faith , for ſome relaxation from. 
pain. Once a year they preciſely renewed 
their Inquiſition., and then-every individual: 
rſon muſt ſigaintheir Church-books, with 

is blood , that; he renounces Chriſtianity; 
and yct all wouldinot do, formapy hundreds; 
of Chriſtians are found every year, and de- 
ſtroyed with variety of torments. - At laſt 
they found a more helliſh and exquiſite = 
of torturing thenbefore; they/hung'theſe ſuf- 
ferers by the heels, their heads in pits, which 
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| eo give the blood ſomeyent, they laſhtlight- 
ly croſs-wales , (but they do that now no 
|| more) and in this poſture they live ſeveral 
|| daies, tenortwelve, and ſpeak {cnſiblyto the 
| very laſt : The greatneſs of this torment ſur- 
{ paſſeth all other, being beyond all humaine 
| ſtrength to ſuffer and be undergone , but by 


' ſuch who are cxtraordinarilie ſtrengthened 
| from above. This extremitic hath indecd (by 
{ reaſon of its continuance) forced many to re- 
| nounce theirreligion; and ſome of themwho 
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' had hung two or three daies, aſſured me that 
| thepainsthey endured were wholly unſuffer- 
{ able, no fire nor no torture equalling their 
; languor and violence. 


The Chriſtians being now almoſt rooted 


* out, thercisanorder, that when one is found 


and condemned to be hanged by the heels, 
he ſhall be pardoned, in caſe he informeth 
againſt and produces another, which is now 
too much practiſed, for Apoſtacy helps no 

more, and they cannot refill the torments of 

hanging , but are thus forced to betray one 
another; neither will this help theſe miſera- 
ble creatures, forThave been aſſured thatthey 
regiſter the names of ſuch who werepermit- 
eed formerly to fall off, as alſo of ſuch who 
by their difcoycring of others ſavedtheir own. 


byes, with an intent, that when they ſuppoſe 


X23 that 


i 
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that they have the entire number and cata» 
logue of allthem who have and do yet profch 
Chriſt, they may deſtroy them all in one day, 
During theſe bloody and ſavage perſecutions, 
it happened that ſome Chriſtian Children, be. 
cauſe of their beautie,, were beggedand faved; 
but many of them of cight, ten, and twelve 
years-old, &c. retulcd this grace, proteſting 
with courage, to a wonder, that they would 
not live, they did not fear death; but would 
go whcre their Parents went , into that joy 
where they ſhould be no more tormented; 
Some of theſe Children who had not this 
force, but deſired to live and ſurvive theſe 
ains, were violentlic hurricd to their deaths 
bt their Parents , - with theſe comforting 
words; (ome my Children , do not live with 
theſe wicked wretches , 1 will bring you into 4 
land that is rich and beautiful, where we ſhall 
continue for ever in joy and happineſs. T he 
common ſort of Chriſtians were but ſumplic 
bound when they were led to their executt- 
ons ; but the Prieſts, whether Portugals, 
Spaniards or Japaners , had the hair of their 
heads and Ay half ſhaven off , the thaven 
part being coloured red; bits were alſo putin 
their mouthes, to hinder them from f 


ing > and their heads being pulled backwards, Þ 
-with halters putabout their necksand tied be» Bf 


hinde 


pcak- 
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larger 1n the proſecution of theſe {ad rela- 


{ tions, but that Lleavethemto their particular 
| ſtory bercafter annexed. 


| How this N\ ation lives in thei 


Houſes and Families. 


2A Lithe houſes in this Country are built 
of wood and timber, which is likewiſe 


their fewel; hence their houſes aremuch ſub- 
 jefto burning', one of the plagues very fre- 


quent in their Towns; for this cauſc cach 
houſe hath-its pack-houſc of proof againſt 
the fire , wherein they Keep their beſt and 
choiſc goods. The. houſes are all built four 
foot high from the earth , made of planks 
cloſely covered with thick mats very artific- 
ally joyned, reſembling each other and unt- 
form ; thcy dwell moſt below , their upper 
rooms being employed to keep their ſmaller 
houthold ſtuffs ; bur their beſt [Chambers , 
where they receiveand entertaintheir Friends, 
are neat and ſumptuous , according to their 
{yeral abilities, The Souldiers and Gentry 
| E 4 havyc 


a2 Or -Javam: - as 3 
inde them, they were compelled to holil 
| | their faces directly upwards ;:;and thusitting 
{ upon a lean horſe, they. were carried to the 


| ms deſigned for theirmartyrdom. I ſhould 
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have their houſes divided , one ſide fot their 
Wives, and the other for them , for their 
Friends and their ordinary vocation. | The 
Marchants and Citizens Wives dwell promil. 
cuoufly with their Husbands, governing and 
ordeting their families as with us ; but are 
very modcſt , and never fpoken to but with 


reſpe&t, none preſuming to uſe any freedom 


in diſcourfe with them, althqugh otherwiſe l 
innocent aud harmlcſs, fot both the man tha ſt 


took, and the woman that permittcd this fa- 


miliarity would be equally lighted, and bla- | 


med and looked upon as culpable and fcanda- 


lous. Their houthold-ſtuft conſiſts ordina- ; 


rily in fine painted gilt diſhes, inſtead of pi- 


Qures ; the walls of thceir*chambers ate allo Þ 
for the moſt part painted with varicty of t= Þ 
gures , and laid with gilt paper ſo curiouſly, Þ 
as if it were but one large ſheet; the boards 
round about being beautificd: with liſts of Bj 
black Wax, very artificially wrought ; moſt | 
of their rooms are divided with ſhuts , pre- | 
pared and paintedas the walls are, which be- Þ 
1ng taken out, enlarges the rooms atpleaſure. | 
In the upper end of this partition they have a Þ 
pony with apotfull of lowers, whichthey Þ 


aveready all the yearlong; and at the lower 
' end there 1s alwates a pallery, with ſtairs to 
deſcend into their gardens, which arc alwaies 

. green) 


Or Jayan. — A 


| en , and ſo placed , that they in the h 
| A the fullproſpe&tof it. Theydo not fur. 


© @ nith and adorne their Houſes with Cheſts, 
- © Cupboards, Wax-works, and the like, theſe 
| Þ arc alwaies in their tree-Chambers, or pack- 
* © houſcs, where none is ſuffered to enter, but 
1 & their familiar and moſt intimate Servants and 
| © Fricnds, Their chief furniture which they 


Yd | expolc, are 7 ja Cups and Pots, Pictures, Ma- 
© nuſcripts, and Sables, which each provides 
himſelf of, rich and goodly, according to his 
| condition and might, | 
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Þ Zov the y receive each other, 
and of their Hoſpitality. 


: T2 Japanners are very hoſpitable and 
| A civilto ſuchasviſitthem, they treatthem 
4 with Tobaccoand with Tia, and if thefriend 
be more then ordinary, with Wine: They 
4 cauſe them firſt to ſit down, and ſetting a 
7 Lack bowl before them, willnot ſuffer them 
4 t9 depart before they have taſted of it; they 
4 ling, they pipe, and play upon ſuch ſtringed 
iy inſtrumemts as they have, to rejoyce theit 
g Gueſts, omitting no manner of carouſes and 
kindneſſes to teſtiſie their welcome, and the 


g valuc they pur upon their nr 
| acyer 
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tiever quarrel in their debauches, but he that 
3s firſt drunk retires and ſleeps, unti. the fumey 
of the wine beevaporated. There is no ſuch 
thing as Tavern or publick drinking Houle in 
all the Countrie; they eat, drink andare merry, 
but all in their own houſes, not refuſing lodp- 
ingand refreſhment for thetraveller and {trans 


cr .. 


Of their Conjugal State. 


Heſe People neither make love nor woo, 


| all their marriages being concluded by 
their Parents, or for want of ſuch near rela- 


tions, by the next of ku, One Man bath but 


_——]--*-M-AEREEERT: 


one Wife, though as many Concubinesas he Þ 


cankeep; and it that Wife do not pleaſe him Þ 


he may puther away , provided he diſmiſs her Þ | 
inacivil and honorable way. Any Man may Þ | 
he with a Whore, or common Woman, al- Þ 
though he be married , with impunitie ; but ÞÞ | 
the Wife may not ſo much as ſpeak in private Þ x 
with another Man, as is already faid, without Þ 

hazarding her like. What is ſaid ot divorce, Þ ; 
relates only tothe Citizen, Marchant, and NÞ 


common Souldier; a Gentlemaa or Lord may 
not put away ſus, Wite, — he ſhould 
not plcaſc bivs, and that out of reſpeQto her 


quality $ | 
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quality and his own Perſon ; he muſt rain- 
tain her according to her condition and ne- 
ceſſities ; but may freely divertquimſelf with 
his Concubines and Women, and when the 
humor takes him with his own Wife again, 


| This liberty that the Mcn have , obliges the 


Women to obſerve their Husbands, and cn- 


| deavour to endear themtothem, by an hum- 
| ble compliance and ſubmiſſion to their hu- 
{ mors , being ſure clſc to loſe them, and ſce 
| their Rivals preferrcd before them. Open 
; Whore-houl: 
| well for the uſe and convenicncy of Batches 
| lors, as to prevent the debauching of young 


es are publickly allowed of, as 


"© Maids and married Women. 


$ Of the bringing up of their 


O 


( bildren. 


: S$: Hudren are carefully & tenderly brought 


up; their Parents ſtrike them ſeldom or 


} never, and though they cry whole nightsto- 
E gether, endeavourto ſtill them with patience ; 
$ judging that Infants have no underſtanding, 
& but that it grows with them as they grow 1n 


years , and thercfore to be encouraged with 
Indulgence and examples. 


{ It isremarkable to {ce how orderly and how 


modcitly 
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modeſtly little Children of ſeven or cight years 
o1d behave themſclves ; their diſcourſe and 
anſwers favoring of riper age , and far ſur. 
paſſing any I have yet ſeen of their timesinour 
Country. None go to School under feyen vr 
eight years of age, as being until then unca- 
pa 


le of its rules, and more inclined to play 


then to learn , unlcſs it be waggithneſs and 
wantonneſs. At School they begin by de. 
ra: by ſweetneſs and not by force, the Ma- 
ers imprinting an ambition and deſire in 
each of themto out-go his fellow; they lead 
them likewiſe by examples, telling them that 
ſuch and ſuchlearned ſo muchin ſo little time, 
whereby his Honour and Family was ſo high- 
ly advanced. The Children are fo accuſtom- 
ed to this way, that they learn ſooner and 
more then by any correction or whipping; 
for generous ſpirits, and an obſtinate Nation, 
ſuch as this is, are not to be forced, but ra- 
ther won with gentleneſs and emulation. 


PT ha 
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W Hen the Parents are grown old , and 


/ the Children come to be Men, the Fa- 


 therthen. quits his Government , Commerce, 


Shop or Trade, placing his cldeſt Son 1n his 


| room, and giving himthe greateſt part of his 
Eſtate ; the younger Children are likewiſe 
| provided for by the indulgent Parents , al- 
| though their portions return to the cldeſt in 


caſe they die before them. Daughters have 
no portions at all, nor nothing given them at 


| their marriage ; ſometimes it happens thatrick 

| Parents ſend a good ſum of money withtheir 
{ Daughter, upon their marriage day, to their 
| Son 1n law ; which preſent is returned by the 
| Bridegroom & his Parents with muchthapks, 
| being unwilling that the Bride ſhould have any 
| colourable excuſe to raiſe her into an opinion 
| of having obliged her Husband : The pooret 
| ſortdo but ſeldom return theſe offers as need- 
| ing them, and: glad of any augmentation of 


their Friends, They have a common ſaying, 


| that a Woman hath no conſtant dwelling , 


living in her youth with her Friends, being 
married with her Husband, and when ſhe is 
old with her Childe. | 

Ml  PVPheaher 
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PV hether they be fauthfull or 
falſe m their dealings. 


HisNation is very truſty , and thatout of 


* 


: their ambition, the only mark they 2im 


at ; hence it is that they ſeldom wrong cach 
othcr , eſteeming their honours above their 
lives and hopes : examples of this kinde are 


frequent amongſt them, Iwill enly relate one. ſþ 
During the civil Wars between Ongoſchioand | 


his Puple, the King of Cocora(who tollowed 
_ the Ulurper) had [ctt his Queen and Children, 
as the faſhion is , at the Emperours Court; 
Fiders having notice of this rcyolt , ſent for 


Cocora's Wite and Children to come into the Þ 
Caſtle, the better to ſecure them; which the Þ 
Lady refuſed, excuſing her ſelf, That ſhe wa 
warricd , and under the obedience of her Kingi 
gw he was under his imperial Majeſty ; let him 
command her Lord, and ſhe would moſt readih, | 


pon receipt of his orders, ſubmit to his Hight 


meſs pleaſure, The Empcrout,. angry at this Þ 


denial, ſentherword, if ſhe would notcomse 
he-would cauſe her to be brought by fores 
The Queen , who thought no diſh onour c- 
- qual to that of quitting her houſ&in-her Hus 
bandsabſcnce, and ſceing (he could not cot 


ſerve 


FP ws 
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| andthere whiting her Will and her own Elegys 


| upon , pReY fire to the Powder), 
| that loſs 
| Emperours deſign by that fatal blow. If it 
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ſerveher ſelf in itagainſtthe Emperours fury, 
reſolved ropetith with it; (ke thereforecomd 


| manded ſome barrels of Gun-powder to be 
| brought into a-Chamber, where ſhe retired 
| with her Children, Nurſe, and ſuch of her 


Women who were reſblved to dic with her; 


ſhe conveyed them by a truſty Gentleman in 
her ſervicetoher Lord; andimmediatly there- 
atrine prevented 
of honourwhich ſhe fcarcd, and the 


happen thata'perſon be in a ſtrait and enga- 
gcd, and comes'to another for aſhiſtance, res 
commendins the proteQion of his life and 
honour to his generoſity, this Man w1ll hazard 


| all, withoutreſpe& of Wife and Children; for 
| the ſervice of his Friend ; and perith or deli- 
{ ver him ont of his diſtreſs and misfortune) 
| they will die, nay ſuffer the worſt of tortvres, 
| ratherthen diſcovertheir complices, although 
| in evil, thinking the breacti of eovenatits in- 
| expiablez and the diſhonour of not helping 

their neighbour, and onethat hath thruſt him 


into miſery , worfe they any death whatſoL 
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W hat Traffck and with what 


p Ne ations. 


THe Trade of this Country.(which is but 
.4 ſmallin reſpe& of the vaſtneſs of it, and 
it abounds with all forts of Merchandiſe) is 
carried on by Strangers, the principal where. 
of arc the Chineſles, who from the firſt peo- 
pling of this Empire to this day , have been 
conſtant frequenters of their yearly Marts, 
The Spaniards and Portugals have bcen ac. 
quainted with this, People above an hundred 
| 14> the Engliſh but of late, who finding 


burllittle profitand great expences, abandon-_ 


ed: this. Traffick again. The Siammers and 
(#mborders uſed allo to arrive with a thip or 
two, though not now ſo often as formerly, 


Laſtly: the Netherlander got footing there, Þ 
where they have ſeated themſelves faſt enough, Þ 
and traded theſe forty..years. The principal Þ 
Commodities, as wcll thoſe. hone Ii | 


bring, as ſuch whichare of the growtho 
Country, are all brought to the great City of 
 HMeaco, Which is the Staple of the whole 
Empire ; it is here that the Merchants and 
FaQors, from every part of the Land, doal- 
femble , bringing with them ſuch _—_ 23 
| ou 


Or Jaran ' - 3x 
their ſeveral Provinces do produce, which 
they ſell or change for others whichthey ſtand 
inneed of. Theſe Merchandiles are carried 
ſometimcs two or three hundred miles to and 
fro, over hulls and dales, all upon horſes , 
 Þ whereof they havean incredible number. The 
| © Traffick-confiſts of all ſorts of wares, as wcll 
 Þ for the pride as uſc of man ; Strangers bring 
yearly Lo or five thouſand Picols 'of Silk, 

| eachPicol weighing one hundred twenty five 
pounds- weight , beſides a great Guy of 
wrought Silks ; two hundred thouſand Harts- 
Skins; one hundred thouſand Rochvellen- 
skins ;.;a- great abundance of Hemp, Cloth, 
Cotton, and'red Wool; Carpets to ſir upon, 
Pewter, Quick-filver, and all forts of Drugs; 
Nutmegs, Peper, Musk, Sugar, Porcelan, 
Camphier ,Borax, Eliphants-Teets, red Co- 

ral, and all ſorts of ſmall Wares , which the 

| Chineſcs bring thither, 


What domeſlick, Trading D 
| and Navigation. 


Ere are many yery rich Merchants who 
. 4 drivegreat Trades, theſc I themſclves, 


or have Factours at Meaco , where they ex- 
change their Commoditics for Silyer, Gold, 
LT | Þ or 
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or other Wares, each according to his finey 
and convenience. :The Zapanners of old had 
great correſpondencie: with them of (hine, 
whoſe Kings ſent Ambaſſc.dors yearly to each 
other , tor enterra;.1ing their alliance ; and the 
negotiation of their SubjeEts ; it happened 
that the Fapanners, who were numerous in 
China , did mutiny, and in a tumult deſtroy 


a whole City, plundering , 'raviſhing,, and: 


ſpoyling all; but the Chineſſes, getting into & 
body, jo upon the /aparners again , and put 
all they could meet with to the ſword. The 
King of China hearing of theſe diſcords, was 
no leis amazed then in a wonder, that ſo few 
could do ſomuch miſchief, and therefore re- 
ſolycd to baniſh the Fapannersfor ever our of 
his wot a in memory whereof he cauſed 
a great itone Pillar to be ſet up, with the ſtory 
of their. exile in letters of Gold, He likewiſe 
ſer out a Proclamation, that none'of his Sub- 
jects, upon paine of death, ſhould faile any 
more t9 {par ; Which order. was. then more 
exactly obſcrvcd then at preſent, and yet they 
do not directly go thither; for the {vine ah 


under acolour of other voyages, dooften{lip 
znto 7apan,. The Emperourot Japan dothnor 
at all obſtruct their traffick, permitting them 
to cnter and leave his Countrey when they 
pleaſe; Sayinghe willnbtrewardcril forevil; 

he j CON» 


Or JaPANn. 8; 
conſidering alſo that the reaſon of this pro- 
hibition, onthe other ſide, camenot through 
any fault of the Cheneſſes , but by the difor- 
ders of his own People, - Since the lapanners 
have been baniſhed our.of China, they uſed 
toſail to Tayonan,w here the Chrneſſes brought 
them their Teaſer, but that being diſ- 
covered by the»Court of (hina, they were 
prohibited this Trafhck likewiſe. Many years: 
after the Japanners obtained leave to return 
to Tayouan, as alfo to go to Torkien, Cam- 
bodza, and San; which negotiation was again 
diſturbed, upon this conſideration, that the 
Emperourof /apan would neither offend nor 

| be offended by any Strangers , which had al- 
ready happened by the extortions of the Go- 

| vernours of S$:anand Tayoran; and therefore 
| none of his Subjects ſhauld any more trafhck 
| ordeal with Strangers out of their own Coun- 
| try: Another i tl was, becauſe he would 
haveno Arms tranſported out of his Empire, 

{ (which could not be hindred by no way but 
| this) inſomuch that two Chineſſes, Father and 
Son, were both crucified ax F/mando, for ens 
deavouring to convey ſome away in private; 
and five Japanners, who had ſold them the ſaid 
Arms, without knowing their deſign, were 
beheaded.  Butthe chief cauſe of th's inhibi 
tionis, leaft the Natives of this Country , tra- 
© Fa - _ yelling 
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yelling intoſtrangeplaces, might be convert- 
_ ed to the Chriſtian Religion, and upon their 
_ returne infuſe thoſe forraigne principles. into 
their Country-Men, which they have endea- 
yourcd to ſuppreſs with ſo much blood and 
violence. 


The Profits amounting thence, 


þ- hoamet the Emperour, nor his ſubordi 
| nate Kings or Lords, do gain any thin 
at all by the Commerce of their Subjects, the 
Merchants onely profit by it , although the 

ine be not extraordinary, by reaſon of the 
Pros of the Country, the chargeof tran- 


port, and the multitudes of pPooges which 
muſt live by it, 


Their corre ſpondeng with 
SIrangers. 


Sf e Japanners hold no correſpondency at 
all: abroad , having never yer ſent their 
Ambaſſadours into any forraigne Countries, 
except China, which they have alſo long dif- 
continued, The Kin of Spain, the Þ, Pope, 
—— of Siam, oo! ent ſcycral extra- 


l & - ordinary 


Or JarPan. & 

erdinary Ambaſſadours to this Court, which 
rt. | were indeed honourably received and feaſted, 
cir || though never any returns made again by this 
to || Prince. | 


d | The (Commodities which a= 
pan yeildeth. 


'. Here is nothing neceſlary for the uſe of 
Man, but this Country doth abundantly 
li- | produce, as Silver, Gold, Braſs, Iron, 


ig | TinandLead , ingreatquantity; alſo Cotton, 
be | Hemp, Silk, Filoſclle, Harts-skins, Wooden 
ne || Manufactyres, Drugs, and whatever can be 
ne || required to feedandcloath its innumerable in- 
n- | habitants, 


T heir Mint , Meaſures , and 
© LI eights. 


He mers have one Language , one L 
| Ap 6 2pm their Clothes, one Mint , and 
at one Weight ; they have indeed beſides 
ir | their Gold and Silver Coins, a fort of Copper 
8, | Monies, which they call Cafies, and is of dit- 


{- | feringvalue in many of the Kingdoms; but his 
e, | Majcity hath reſolved to re-coin theſe Cates 
a= | F-4$ into 
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into onefaſhion, to which end he hath order. 
cd all the old ones to becalledin, and bought 
them of their owners at their full worth and 
rice, wherewith. his Officers have been bu- 
pd theſe four years. They have three ſorts of 
Cold coin; the firſt and greatcft weigheth ſix 
Royals , and is worth forty fix Tayles, each 
Tayle Ring OY at fifty ſeven Stivers, or 
Pennies: the ſecond fort is worth fix Tayles 
and one half; and the third (being the leaſt} 
one and ane fixth of a 'Fayle. T heir Silver 
Money is of the Alloy of Dollers , caſt into 
long figures , of no certain weight , but by 


[ 


gueſs; they put ſo many of theſe together as 
weigh fifty Tayles , the which bging neatly 
kapped up in papers, are diſtributcd as occa- 
ſion ſerveth : They have yetaleſſer Silver coin 
: like a Bean, weighing trom one Dutch Shil- 
ling to ten ; and laſtly the Caſtens, alrcady 
mentioned , of differing worth, from one 
Doller to three, one fourth, the thouſand, 
Their Yard, the Meaſure of their Grain, and 
wa Weights , are cqual and not diftcring 
A abs | 


VVhat 


ler. 


and 


2ll- 
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4 Phe Beaſts and Fowl they 


have, 


His Countrey produceth Horſs » Bulls, 

(for they never geldtheir Cattle ) Cows, 

Deare, and Swine, both wilde andtame, 
in -rerdbannes: Thereare likewife plenty 
of Bears, Dogs, Cats, and the like ; there is 
no cndof their Fowl, eſpecially Swaks Geelſc, 
Ducks, Herns, Eagles, Hawks, Pheaſants, 
Pigeons, Snipes, =_ , Partridges, and all 
manner of lefler Bir 


4 F, bat Id dic nal V Fat aters. 


| Hey _ ſeveral Fountains and Spr 
'of hot Medicinal Waters, pr for rings 
curing of many Diſcaſes, bay ccesfully 
uſed for that purpoſe; ſome arc Sulphurous, 
ſome taſte of Copper, others Iron, Tin, Al- 
lom), and the like Mettals and Minerals, par- 
raking of the qualities of thoſe they paſs by. 
I have ſcenof thele Springs, one whereof be- 
ing Tinith, burſt out of a hollow in the ſide of 
jl iy pn de ſome tcn toot in the round;this 
bok was, by rcaſonot itsdepth, ycry oblcure 
F 4 within, 
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within, its Orifice, or Mouth, being ſtrange. 
ly beſer with ſharp Stanes, not much whfike 
ke ſhort teeth of an Elephant,or thoſe which 
Painters appropriate to Divels. The Water 
flows continually out of this Cavern in agreat 
ntity , and.is not lot , but a man may ſit 
in without diſturbance... I have ſeen another 
at the foot of a Mountain near the Sea, which 
rendered its Water but at times , ordinarily 
twice in twenty four hours, but this lowing 
did not continue above an hour; when the 
winde blows Eaſt and ſtifly, it flows thrice, 
and ſometimes four times in a day and night: 
This Water riſes out of a ſtony Pit,being co- 
vered with huge maſſie Stones of very great 
weight ; when the time of flowing comes, 
.& butſts our of - theearth inſogreat a quantity 
and with ſuch a forceable winde, that thoſe 
great Stones ate violently moved and ſhaken, 
theſtreams guſhing and ſpoutingthree or four 
fathoms high, with ſo ; 680975 noiſe that it 
equals that of a Cannon , or the falls of the 
.greateſt Rivers : This Water is fo yery hat, 
that it is impoſſible to boyl ordinary Water 
-tO its height; it ſinges where itfalls, and left 
to its {elf continues hot thrice longer thenavy 
other, This Well is ſurrounded with a Wall 
for fear of harm, little Conduits being made. 
to convey its Streams to the nezghbouring 
; houſcs, 
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houſes, 'where it is uſed by way of bath, for 
the curing of alldiſtempers and maladies. 


How the Kinos , Princes, and 
Peers of the Kingdom, re= 
. ceive eAudience of bu 
Imperiale Majeſty, 
and what train they 
muſt have. 
Tt? ſolemn and great feaſts of this rope 


are manifold , the firſt and greateit 1s. 
New. Years-Day, then the ſecond and third 
Day of the third Moneth, the third and fifth 
Day of the fith Moncth, the fourth and fc- 
venth Day of the ſevemth Moneth , andthe 
fifth and ninth Day of thenimth Moneth. Be- 
ſides theſe , his Majeſty gives publick Audi- 
ence twice every Moneth:,: at new and full 
Moon, to all his Kings, Princes Lords, and 
Gentry , Who ne to their quglitics and 
orders,do homage and reverence to han. The 
train and attendance of theſe Grandees arc 
appointed, the greatcſt of them may not cx- 
cced an hundred followers ; the leflces being 


alto. 
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alſo ſtinted and proportioned according ts 
their revenues. Some of theſe Princes. have 
indeed fonr or five thouſand, as well Mcn as 
Women, tntheir ſervices, but theſe they keep 
in their Palaces , and may not enter the far{t 
ring of the Caſtle , nor into the City with 
them : Nuw ſuchasarepermitted tocome 1nto 
theſe two places with an hundred Servants , 
may not enter the ſecond ring of the Caſtle 
- with more then twenty Attendants ; neither 
may theybe ſeenthere on horſe-back , it being 
the dwellings of the Princes of the blood, and 
the Councellours : the great ones are carried 
here in Pallaquins or Sedans , others of leis 
uality going on foot ; which 1s no difficult 
thing , the watcs and ſtreets being fincly paved, 
and the middle of them ſet with great flat free- 
ſtones, whichare kept extraordinary neat and 
clean : But no Man whoſoever 1s fuffercd to 
<mer the third ring of the Caſtle, where the 
Emperours Palace 1s, but on toot, and only 
accompantcd with two Servants, and a Boy to. 
carry his Shoes ; they of the ſecond rank are 
allowed but one Servant and a Shoe-carrier.; 
and thoſe of the laſt rank only a Shoe-carrier. 
There never happens any the leaſt diſorder, 
running, playing, bawling, dr confuſion a- 
mong the people at theſe: thows , every one 


) 


continuing in a {crious and tilenc poiturc, 2s 
T- if 
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if they were in the Emperours preſence. E- 
ycry one in this Proc:ſſon marches in his ar» 
gerand rank, ſothat there is not the leaſt ſtir 
eycn. amovglt the Servants. The Souldiers 
ſtand inthc Gallcrics we formerly mentioned, 
and certain ſworn Commiſſioners go to and 
fro, to obſerve both them and all others, fo 
that the leaſt ſtir and noife 1s capital : This 
ſtriftnefs is not burthenſome , but grown ſo 
familiar by cuſtom, that the lcaſt irregularity 
or tumult is not heard of, The fame order is 
obſcrved in all the Towns of the Countrey, 
theſtreets beingall uniform, cach end of cach 
of them being thut with Barrocadoes in the 
night, and kept with watches; ſo that no body 


25 ſuffered to go out without a Ticker from 


the chief Magiſtrate , which is delivered tg 
the Magiſtrate of the ſtreet, for the conveni- 
ency of thoſe who need them, tofetch a Mid- 
wifc, Phyſitian, or ſome near Friend in caſe 
of neceſſity, the Barrocadoes are opened to 
fuch meſlengersas theſe, and none ete ; ſo that 
they never have any tumults in their ſtreets, 
roberies, murthers, houſe-breakings, or any 
fuch unwarrantable diforders. 


Thur 
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Their Language , manner of || 
LV Fritings and Reckonings, 
and how far they tranſ- 
wut therr Hiſtory to 


poſterity. * 


"7 Chineſes, Japanners, (orees and Tor- 
quams , have their diſtin Languages, 
wholly ftrange to each other ; neither have 
their Characters any reſemblance , and yer 
they have another taſhion of Letter common, 
and underſtood by the Studious and Learned 
of theſe four Nations ; in this their Sciences 
& Wiſdom are written,although the Contents 
and Characers be general, underitood and 
read by cach in his own Tongue. They write 
with Pepcils, and ready enough ; molt of their 
Errands arc done by Letters, which, by rea- 
{on of their quickneſs in diſpatch, is no lect to 
them, and the ſurer way ; Aman that can con- 
tra much matter into few lines, and intclli- 
gible, which is that which they all practice, 
15 greatly eſteemed amonalt them ; for ſuch 
theyimpioy to write their Letters, Ns 
ajl 
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and the like to great perſons ; and truly it is 
admirablc to fee how full of ſubſtance , and 
with how few words theſe fort of writings 
are penned. They have not the Italian manner 
of keeping of Books, and yerfail not in theic 
calcujations; they reckon with little pellets, 
ſtuck upon little ſticks upon a board, tor the 
{ame purpoſe, after the manner of the ( h:meſes; 
wherewith they will add, multiply, and di- 
vide , with more facility and ccrtainty then 
we with Counters, 

They have many Books and Libraries, 
though the common people are moſt 1I}ne- 
rate: The Deyrohimiclt writeththe Annales 
of his Country; andall other Books are writ- 
ten by himſelf or his Lords and Gentlemen , 
(whicharearleaſt eight hundred ſtrohg)or by 
their Wivesand Women; tor theſe Gallants, 
as well Men as Women, being of kin, and 
married into eachother, do nothing but ſpend 
their time in all worldly pleaſures , and the 
ſtudies of humain knowledge. Men are c- 
{teemed and honoured with Titles, in thus 
Court, according to themerit of thcirunder- 
ſtanding, nottheir births; andit happens ſomc- 
times, thatthe greateſt arc by their weakneſs 
and folly brought down and unconſidered. 
Theſe Grandces, proud with their birth and 
breeding, conſider no body but themſclves, 

neither 
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neither eenverſc with any ſave only their own 
Comrades ; for their dwellings and ſtreets 
Joyn upon each other, being invironed and 
thut up from the reſt of the world. They 
Jpeak a higher ſtyle then the vulgar, wherein 
all their learning is couched ; and many of 
them eſteem themſelves more noble then the 
Emperour, being indeed dignified with high- 
erand more honorable Titles then their Sove- 
raign. Printing and Gun-powder was in uſe 
in this Nation above once hundred and fifty 
years before we in Egrope had the knowled 
of them: theſe they learned from the Cheneſes, 
who have had them long, as their Hiſtorics 


and Chronicles (filled with wonders, too long 
for this ſhort relation to mention) do abun- 


dantly witneſs. 
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An Extra& our of the 


 Governour of [ndiaes 


Letter to the Ovyer=-_ 


feers of the Eaſt-In- 
dia-Company, tou- 
ching the Traffick in 


Japan. 


Ti year trade (as we mentioned in our 


laſt of the twelfth of this inſtant) hath 
been bur little advantagious, by reaſon 
of the diſaſters at Seca, which hath much weak- 
ned and put behinde hand the India Capital 
ef Stock, which will without qucſtion ſud- 
denly change, God preſerve the Company 


from more misfortunes at Sca. We hope, if 


your Honours will ſecond us this following 
year with fifteen Tonne of Gold and Mer- 
chandiſe, we ſhall beable tomake a return of 
thirty , being the Indian Commodutes may 
robably riſe more then they are now fallen: 
lapan will inall appearance yeild us eleven or 
Ng Tonne PR 1 ; Perjfia at (caſt three 
hundred 
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| hundred thouſand ; and the other indulgent 
Cantoors , 'above three Tonne. -. The Dutch 
expences, which aroſc this year, will certain- 
ly fall, being the building and fortificatian of 
the dwellings and pack-houſes come to ccaſc. 
There isbur little foe drantige from the 
Enemy ; nor thall we be able to. Cape much 
this year about Sp:r:ro Santo, by reaſon of the 
Portugals ſufficiency. We will endeayour to 
better all things by an advantagious negotia- 
tion, 200g much from Japan; It were not 
ſtrange it the Cheneſes were hindered to fre- 
quent that Kingdom, ordiverted by us: They 
profit fitty Tonne of Cold every year and 
more by the /apar trade ; for they tranſport 
more then for one hundred Tonne yearly ; 
God grant that we may enjoy this trade alone, 
and thatthe Gold Minein Formoſaflourith, 
that the ingaged may ance cnjoy the fruits of 
their charges andpainsby richreturns,  with- 
eut ſcndingany monies out. of the low Coun- 
erics. I ſend you herewith-a-Copy of Sirege- 
worndenne, CGovernour of the l{land K:/na in 
N aviga-/acki , where the Companies, Ser- 
yants and Factors do reſide and trade; his Let- 
excr, which mentioned in my laſt, be pleaſed 
to conſider of the contents thereof, with fuch 
es underſtand the aftairs of /aþar. It ſeems if 
we do not meddle with Chriltianuty , _ 
. | Ve 
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have our ſelves modeſtly , they will grant us 
the more liberty, and greater freedom in tra- 
ding: we will orderall things to the moſt ad- 
vantage of the Company; and endeavour for 
as muchas it thall be poſſible, thatwe may en- 
joyall, oratlcaftthe principal trading (which 
God grant) of 4 Formoſa, a Land enriched 
with Gold, near Chzna, and lately conquered 
by the Caſtlans, | 


A short Relation of the 
Profts and Advanta- 
ges which the Dutch 
Eaſt - India- Company 
in /apan might acquire, 
incaſe theycouldcom- 
paſs the China Trade 
and Commerce : By 


Leonard Camps. 


MY men are of opinion, and have by 

| experience found , that during the 

time it pleaſed the mighty States General of 
| (@ ; 


the 
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the united Provinces, and his princelie Ex- 


cellencie, to give their Subjects leave to faile | 


jinto the Eaſt-India, for the increaſe of Traf- 
fick and the common good', that to what 
place, or by what Prince ſoever we come, we 
were adnutted and receivedfor fear of harm, 


or for hopes ob profit; and yet I believe, as: 


my Predcceſſours did before me, that his Im- 
pcrial Majclty of Japan ſuffered usnot tohbar- 
bour and to tradcfreclicin his Countrie upon 
theſe conſiderations, but only to ſhew the 
gcodncis of his Nature, the greatneſs of his 
Deominions, and his civilitie toStrangers , c- 
ſpcciallic thoſe Nations who, came into his 
Countrie as Friends, His Majeſties goodneſs 


to Foraigners appcars abundaptly in this , in 


that he ſtill ſuffers the (h:neſes to traffick in his 
Land, favouring them in his jmpeſitions morc 
then his own Subjects ; whereas they perſc- 
cute the _— in their own- Ferritories as 
Enemies, having ſet a.pricc upontheir heads, 
which by miſtake hath coſt many a Portugal 
"his life : furthcr his ambitton.dothnotextend 
| beyond the bounds of his own Empire, and 

contenting himſelf with thoſe cc God 


and Nature hath preſcribedhim; he wagesno 
war againſt his Neighbours, neither ſuffers 
his Subjects to moleſt or diſturb any out of 
hs obedience, No foraign Princes fall out my 

S 
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his inſtipation; neither doth he give or de- 
mand help or aſſiſtance upon any account. His 
woe and might conſiſts inthe vaſtncſs of his 

| m, and multitudes of his Souldiers ; 
he hatharmsar will, Caſtles thatſeem impreg- 
mble, Proviftons in abundance, and Treaſure 
without end, The plenty of Gold, Silver, 
Copper, Iron, Lead , and Pewter Mincs 1s 
great ;| and the abundance of Sitk, Cotton, 
Hemp, and thouſands other commodities in- 
crechble. Brifley, this Countrie wants no- 
thing, havingno necd of itsneighboursat all; 
whence his Majeſty never fought to toraign 
Princes , and yctreceived all thir came or ſent 
to him with all imaginable civilitic and kinde- 


nels. 


The Spaniards and Portugals, not ignorant 
of the commodious ſituation , might and 
riches of the Japaniſh Empire, were no lcſs 
carneft in the enlarging of their own ſtate, 
planting the Chriſtian Religion , and advan- 
cing theirtraffick there, where other Princes 


ſeemed to defire, Dor Hoh, the firſt of that 


name/, and the tenth King of Portugal , was 
very induſtrious m this D:/qu:firron; his Coun- 
trey men having in fourſcore years, wherein 
they | continued their commerce in Japan , 
brouyhrtirſo far, that Manitha was raiſed from 
nothingby thisnegotiation, and /alarca Goa 
1] G 2 and 
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and ſeveral other places betteredand enriched 
hby| it; witneſs their great Cargaſoons , and 
yearly returns more or leſs , as it happeneth, 
i one withanotl.crto neara Million 
and a halt of Ducats ; nevergaining leſsthen 
fifty, and forthe moſt part ſcventy five inthe 
hundred , as we found by expcrience in that 
time that our Eaſt-India- Company thared in 
this rich commerce, Thc Mavaers and Por- 
z:gals ferched theſe vaſt profits yearly , which 
they gained infour orfive moneths, whereof 
they ſpent ſome twenty daies in'going and 
coming upon the Sca, the /apar principal be- 
ing butonehifthpart. Let every one conſider, 
whether this noble Negotiation and ſwectre-. 
earns , are not capable to indear theſe Mer- 
chants to this rich Country : Beſides this, their 
Religion, which by the zeal and induſtry of |, 
heir Pricſts grew ſtrangely there, ſothatthey 
had four hundred thouſand fouls at onceupon 
a liſt, which made them in hope to become 
abſolute Maſters of the whole Kingdom; this 
they purpoſed, which had becn abſolutely ef- 
fefted , but that they wanted an head ; and 
were tra\erſed in this great defign by the Ne- 
therland Miniſters, If they had brought Japan 
to their devotion and obcdicnce, as God be 
praiſed they have not, it.is no hard matterto 
conceive the adyantages they would have got- 

ren 
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ten by it , and what they might further pre- 


ſumed, upon fo mighty an acquiſition. But 


my defign is not to inſiſt upon this matter, 
only to undeceive thoſe men who blindly out 
of prejudice or ones not only ſlight the 
Japaniſh trade, but have given out, that it is 
neither uſeful nor profitable for the Eaſt-India- 
Company. But to return where we digreſſed; 
it is not imaginable that the Portugals and 
Spaniards are Ph fools, as to ſearch out pla- 
ces to ſeat themſclves in, and to carry on a 
trade, where there is no advantage to be got ; 
that they have gained infinitely, and ſhould 
ſtill if they were not hindred by us, is viſible: 
Itis eyident that they of Mavasarear preſent 
rich, that their City isſtrong, and their Houſcs 
like ſo many Palaces , wherein they live like 
earthly gods in plcaſure and plenty, whereas 
they were before but bare and needy. Neither 


_ did the iff treatment they lately received in 


lapan', nor the perſecutions of the Womere 
Catholicks there, northe loſs of Andrew Pla- 
ſees Carach , who was affaulted and ſunk, by the 
Emperours command and forces, before Nau- 
gaſack , northe danger they incur by our ſhips 
at Sea, can deter or oblige them to quit this 
Kingdom : when the danger to faile thither 
with great Veſlcls was too great, they trulked 
with little ones ; which this proud Nation, 

CG 3 who 
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who aſpire toan univerſal Monarchie, would 
never have done, if ithad not been for the cer- 
taintieand ſweetneſs of the profit: What can 
our Pcople alledge to the contraric? 18 it not 
as we havc formerlie ſaid, that the door is not. 
opcn for us alone , but for all other Nations 
w ho come as friends to negotiate in his Ma- 
jcſties Dominions. During our abode 1n /a- 

an , We'have been treated with very great 
civilitie ; although we have not profited ſo 
much as the Parengals, yet we have gamed 
more honour then they ; we have not loſt at 
all, andour winnmgs have been proporttona- 
ble to our Cargaſoons ; we have had feveral 
commodities thence , and much uſcful pro- 
viſions; we have repaired many of our old 
Ships in their Havens , and furniſhed them 
with all manner of neceflartes: The Fleets 
we lend from hence every year to the Adan!- 
kat againſt our common Enemie, return with- 
out being queſtioned by any, and diſpoſe of 
their prizes at pleaſure , paying nothing but 
the ordinaric rites, whichis onlic a ſmall pre- 
ſent tothe Emperour ; what Chriſtian Prince 
in Europe would treat us ſo well, and molcſt 
us fo little? Now that it hath pleaſed the Al- 
mightie, that we-by the good condudt'of our 
General 7. P. (c. do not onlie bridle them of 
Aaccan , but likewiſe hinderthem to faile to 
| lapan, 


E& 
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Japan, and ſo keeps themfromthat rich trade 
they enjoyedſo many years; it remains onlic 
that we ſtillkeep them out, to which purpole 
eſpecial care muſt be had to uſe the Japarers 
well and civilhe ; to hinder their detriment, 
and not to diſpiſe or miſuſe themrin any kinde, 
but to ſuffer every one to pals and re-pafs 
where their buſineſs calleth them, aiding and 
aſſiſting them with all poſſible endeavour and 
friendthip. We mult not be leſs careful then 
the Porragals have been, to furniſh this King- 
dom yearhte with-all mannerof commodities, 
bringing rather more thenlefſer; for if ittake 
according to the Generals deſign, which'God 
grant , they of Japan will be deprived of the 
Maccan commerce, asal{o of their trathcking 
ntodivers others places, Kouthinchina, Kam- 
boa, Siam and Mamiha, from which places 
they received betwixt two andthrec thouſand 
picols of Silk every year, beſides ſeveral other 
; neceſlary commodities , which they will be 
obliged to'take from us, as being nearer and 
attheirown homes. Wemult above all things 
cheriſh his Majeſties inclination to us wards , 
and have a ſpecial care to remove all cauſes of 
diſcontent that may ariſe ; for if this mighty 
Prince conceive the leaft diſtaſte againſt us, 
and refuſe us his fricnd/hip and correſpon- 
dence, it will be the onlic obſtacle to hinder 
- CG 4 us 
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us to OI ourdeſign; in this caſe we have 
more reaſon to fear the fapanners, then either 
the Spantards or Chneſes, as being no leſs po- 
tent and couragious then they, and powerful 
enough to drive us out of the Peſcadores, oft 
where we ſhould endeavour to fettle; but if 
it muſt be ſo, we thould be able to help our 
ſclves without fapan, but not in ſo conve- 
nicnt a place, as we have mentioned already, 
which we ſhall finde true in caſe we fall out 
with them, which God forbid. Our Govcr- 
nour hath ſhewn usa way, and recommended 
It to us, which if followed , we may eaſllie 
continue in his Majeſties favour , and once 
enjoy thelong deſtred ſweet profits which our 
enemies have had ſo many years undiſturbed; 
and Idoubt not, but by one way or other we 
ſhall be able to get the unvaluable Chinatrade 
into our hands. 

The China trade being then in our diſpoſe, 
all we have to do, is to ſend yearly into * ws 
ſuch Cargaſoons as we ſhall hereafter menti- 
on; nthedoing whereof, we ſhall notonlie 
pleaſe his Majeſtie , and enjoy the ſweet fa- 
vouting profits which our enemics will be de- 
prived of, but ſhall beable to fatisfic our Ma- 
ſtcrs out of thegain, without any expence of 
thcirs, it being more thenprobable, "4 their 
yearlie return will amount to an hunderce 
Tonne 


them. 


Or Jaran. 
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Tonne of Gold, which is ten Millions ſter- 
ling, or more every ycar. fapan will be more 
uſeful for us, and moreprofitable then it hath 
been to the Porrwgals, if your affairs ſucceed © 
according to our Covernour Generals mean- 


ing; for beſides the Silk which the ahi any 


brought from Maccan, the lapanners fetched 
themſclves betwixt two and three thouſand 
Picols| yearly , as we have alrcady obſerved 
from ( ourchinchina, Courchin Aamlha, and 
other places more, whercof they arc hindred 
and receive none, but what we bring them, 
andatſuch rates as we thallpleaſe toputupon 


The Cargaſoon which I ſhould require, 
and which would be vented there infalliblie 
with profit, out of which our Maſters might 
have 3 much (h:na ware as they demanded , 
without the expence of a penny , 1s as fot- 
loweth. oo 
3000 Picols of white raw Silk, at180 Roy- 
als of eight the Picol, amounts to R. 540000. 
26S Ditto fine ſodden Silk, at 200 Royals 
the Picol : R. 52000 
5oo Ditto raw Silk, in ſhort and long 
ſtrings, ati80 Royals thePicol R, 60000. 
I0o Ditto white Silk , at 290 Royals the 
Picol R. 20000. 
100 Ditto Flos Silk at 190P ol 
Picol 
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| 15000 pieces of black Single, at 2 Royals 


the picce R. 77500, 
20000 Dunto coloured Armoſync, at one 
Royal and a half the piece R, 39000, 
2000 Ditto black Sattin, at 8 Royals the 
piece  _*R. 16000, 
5000 Dittogood black Damask, at 6 Roy- 
als the piece | | R. 30000, 


Tranſport for the following K. 


5000 Ditto ordinary good black even Sat- 


tin at [ R, 39000. 
2000 Ditto fine black cyen Velvet, at 8 
Royals the piece R,16000, 
5000 Ditto white eyen Sattin woven flat, 
at 4 Royals thepiece R. 20000. 
2000 Ditto black fine watered Grogrum, 
at 8 Royals the picce R.16000. 
2000 Nitto white Damask, at threc Royals 
and a half the piece R, 7000. 
z000 Ditto white Cramoſy red Damask, at 
5 Royals the ptece _ RK, 15000. 
5000 Ditto Cramoly red L, at 4 Roy- 
als thepiece R. 20000, 
z000Ditto paynted Calicoes at four Roy- 
als anda half thepicce R. 13500. 
zo000Ditto white L, at 3, Roy- 
als the picce | R. 9000, 
2000 Ditto paynted Calicoes at three 
Royals and a half the picce RK. 9000. 


500a, 
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co00 Ditto fine black Stuffs of all forts, 

worked with Gold and Silver, at ten Royals 

the piece K. 50000, 
105000. 

This aforeſaid (h;naCargaſoon being ſeme 
yearlie|to /apan, I engage my iclt to my Ma- 
ſters, ſolong as God gives me health, to ſerve 
them ſor nothing, unleſs I return theminfour 
or five[/moneths time, in Food Silver, One 
million czght hundred and fifty thouſand Roy- 
als of cight; if that be not enough, let them 
ſend more and the gain will be greater. We 
haye taxed the goods at twenty per cemhigher 
then they will poſſibly be boughtfor , andthat 

vrpoſclie, as knowing well that theſe goods 
will firſt coſt us more then the Porewgak had 
them for at e Maccan, by reaſon of the fort 
and Cargaſoon that we muſt necefſarilic hold 
forthe Chinatrading. Iknow it will fall heavy 
for our Maſters , conſidering their other ex- 
pences, to furniſh ns with ſo much ass here 
required ; if it cannot be done at once, let 
them furnith us with the half; the buſineſs can 
beſo ordered here, that one third part of the 
7apans , and another third part of the Por- 
zugals principal be imployed, fo that the Ma- 
ſters need furniſh but the reſt , which they 
may gainc back (and all charges paid ) in fix | 
moncths., The Overicers of the Coy 
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dointimate by their Letters, their earneſt de. 
fircs to have great Cargaſoons ſent yearlie 
. home, for the cafing of thoſe vaſt expences 
they areat; by reaſon whereof it happens, to 
thegreat grief of our Goyernour General and 
Councel of /:4:a, that many places fail often- 
times to furnith the deſired gwota; the which 
hath obliged me to deliver this by writing to 
their Honours, if they be pleaſed to hearken 
t0it, and furnith our demands yearlic, with- 
out delaying; if it cannot be found out of the 
Chinacommodities alone, it mult be ſupplied 
with Europian wares, asalſo with ſome Nut- 
megs, Peper, Eliphants-teeth, and the like, 
that we may ſhew that our givings out to 


our Maſters (hall not onlie rcap the aforeſaid 

rofits, but their Servant ſhall gain praiſe and 
thanks, to the honour of the Netherland Na- 
tion. Sixty four Tonnes of Gold and a half 
may be yearlie gained by theſe China Silke 
Wares, bclides other Commodities. 


oA deſcription of the pompous 
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o 


and magnificent reception of- 
the DEYRO = theCiy 
of Meaco, when became to 
viſit his Imperial eTajeſty 
of Japan , on Octob. 25. 

1626. Written by Coen= 
raed Krammer, deputed 
from the Eaft=India- (om- 
pany to that Court, and then 
preſent, 


TR the year 1626. having had audience onthe 
twentieth of Offeber , I took my leave of 
both the old and young Empcrour, four daies - 
before the feaſt ; which ſeemed ſtrange to 
them thatknew it, being their Majeſtics were 
ſo intent in their preparations for the 'Deyro's 
reception; bur theſe men did not know how 
deſirous the Emperour was to diſpatch the 
Hollanders before the teaſt: however the Ss- 
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amr and PorragalAmbaſſadaurs bad not as 
yetbeen publicklic received, and all by reaſon 
ok the preſent buſineſs , which. took up the 
whale Court, in ſo much that they were de- 
ferrcd till that was paſt; we bang therefore 
diſpatched , had the more leafure and defire 
to {ce this ſolemn entertainment, and the ra- 
ther, being invited to a ſtay by the Lord of 
Firando and Cackuſymondonne, On the twenty 
fourth we went towards the Empcrours Pa- 
hce, attended upon by all qur Servants; and 
having hired a place from which we mightſee 
the Po proceſſion, we were forced to ſtay 
there tharwhole night, by reaſon of the great 
crouds of people that paſlcd that way ; on the 
morrow following , being the twenty fifth, 
as ſoon as the day appeared, we ſaw an innu- 
merable company of people, who filled the 
way up betwixt the Emperours: Palace and 
the Deyro's Court. The ſtreets were made 
yery even, andſtrewed with white ſand, and 
raiſed in on both ſides, and guarded all alon 

By  Souldiers of both their Majeſttes and > 
the Deyro's, all clothed in long white veſt- 
ments, with head-pieccs of black wax, and 
zrmed\cach with two Sablcs and a:Pike, for 
defence of: the paſſage through which the 


Coaches and Horſes weretomarch; all run- 


ting\watcrs and'ditches were: covered with 
boards 
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boards nd; planks ; and ſcaffols. were raiſed. 


on both ſides the way for the fpeQators. 

The fir{t that paſſed were Servants that be= 
longed to the Deyro and Emperour , with. 
many Palanquimos or Porters, who carried 
the Deyro's baggage, packr up-in greatſquare 
Wax Cheſts (the covers whereof were paint- 
ed withthe| Deyro's Arms in Gold) tothe Em- 


 perours Court: 1 keſewere accompanied with 


a great train of Attcndants, who were again. 
followed by {ix and forty Palarguin Stoales or 
Sedans, whereinthe Women belongingtothe 
Deyro'sW wes were carried; theſe Sedans were 
all of them curiouſly wrought of bright white 
wood, fix foothigh, laid withplates of Cop- 
per, and fincly painted', each of theſe being 
carried by four 6 ſtyfollows; afterthem went 
one and twenty Sedans or Norimons, (for fo 


they call them here} covered with black Wax' 


and gilded , and behinde them ſome twenty 
ſeven more whoſe doors and windows were 
all-gilded ; ſome of the Deyro's chiete Lords 
were carried' int theſe, cach of them having a 
Quiroſol wholly:gilded, and covered with a 
very rich covering, carried bcforethem; theſe 
Lords wereattendedby onc hundredand eiphit 
Papesin whiteliveries; behinde themmarched 
ewenty four Gentlemen on horſe: back, clo- 
thed and armedin their Habillements of = z 

ieir 
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their Head-pieces were of Wax , with little 
black feathers behinde; they were clothed in 
Coats with great wide fleeves; their Breeches 
were long and ſmall , made of even Sattin of 
all colours, embroydered with Gold and Sil- 
yer very richly ; they had little black Boats, 
eildedwith ſtripes of Gold; their Arms were 
gilded; Sables withBows and Arrows were 
girt to them, with great rich embroydered 
Scarfes , whoſe ends hung over on cach fide 
of the Horſe; their Horſes were goodly and 
beautiful, with little heads, little cares, and 
ſhort bodies; their Saddles were all waxed or 
gilded, the ſeats being of embroydered works 
or Tigers skins; the maines of theſe Horſes 
weretwiſted, orplatted, with Silver and Gold, 
the breaſts and buttocks were adorned with 
nets of Silk, whoſe Fecings hung low; they 
had gilded hornson their forcheads, and were 
| ſhod with interwoven Silke in ſtead of Iron; 
every Horſe was lead by two Foot-men, two 
great Onzroſols made of fine linnen, and co- 
verdabove withredcloth, with fringe round 
about it, being born before, and ſerving to 
cover the Hork., which vas furtherattended 
vvith cight Pages, or Servants, all in vvhite 
bveries, andarmedas the manner is, vwithtyvo. 
| Sables or Svyvords: And thus theſe Horſe-men 
zode by paces, from the Deyro's to the Em- 


perour o 
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perours Palace in very goud order. Theſe 
were followed by thrce rich Coaches, in 
which were the Deyro's three principal Wives; 
each of theſe Coaches were four fathoins 
high, two tathoms long, andone broad, be- 
ing beautified with Wax figures, and enameled 
with Gold; thcre were three windows on 
each ſide, and two before, being hung with 
rich curtains; the entrie was bchinde the 


:Coach, made like the gate of a Palace, with 


chambers on both ſides ; all under the win- 


dows ſeemed black Wax; the rands of the 
Wheels were gilded, and the ſpoakcs fincly 


turned and 1n-laid with Gold ; when they 


moved, they ſeemed to turn againſt a Look; 
ng glaſs, by reaſon of the clearneſs of the 
SIE Wax, which was goodly to bchold y 


eſe wheels were covered with pent-houſes 
yery artificially and richly wrought , every 


| corner of them being platted with fine Gold; 
thetopof all, or cover, wasblack Wax, wheres 


upon the. Deyro's arms were curiouſly done in 
Gqld; every one of theſe great Coaches, or 
rather Towers, were drawn with two great 


ſtrong Bulls, covered with nets of red twined 
| Sik, which were lead by four foot-men clo- 


thedin white; eachof theſe Coaches valued at 


"ſeventy thouſand Tayles, a Tayl being full 
 fiveEvglith ſhillings. The train of Pages, all 


H. clothed 


14 ADEsSCRIPTIQON 


clothed in white, that attended theſe Ladies; 
was numerous, cach of them having a gilded 
foor-ſtool, anda pairof Wax ſlippers carried 
bchind them. Then followed twenty three 
Nerimons, or Palanquins, being made of white 
Wood , and plaitcd with Copper , whercin 
werethe Scrvants of theſc three Ladies, each 
waited upon with a great O2roſo/,two Pages, 
and four Porters to carry them. Bchinde theſe 
| followed ſixty cight of the Deyro's Gentle- 
men on horſc-back, clothed and armed as the 
former ; they marched by two and two, be- 
| Ing accompanied by a great train of Scrvants, 


Slayes » Pages, Foot-mcn and Pike-men. 


Theaforcſaid Cavalry being paſſed, there 
followed 
T wo gilded Sables , the extremities of them 
being plaited with Gold. 
One great Vier-werck, rich anacuriom. 
One Peyl Compas, exceding great and coſtly. 
T wo oreat oold Candleſticks, 
Two great Eben Pillars, 
T kree ſmall ſquare Tables, or Desks, of black 
Eben wood, the corners being plattedwith 
. Gold, | 
Four great T ables of the ſame, 
Two great faire Plates, or Diſhes, wrought 
in Gold. 
Dne pair of wax Shppers, Tre 
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 Thabeautifu Coaches, cqual in formand - 


Gnenels with the former, followed theſe ra- 
rities: The old Emperour » Sadoſeenminano 
Tonofindelanda, ſate in the firſt ; and in the 
_ otherthe young _n crour, called Ocndeſien- 
MINano dere amma. Fourſcorc pairs, 
or couples of - SP" marched on foor 
before theſe Coaches; they were armed each 
of them with two Gables and a Pike, being 
all proper {tout mcn,, and ſerve for the Em- 
perours guards; four rich Quiroſols were car- 
ried before their Majeſties, andfour men with 
Pikes cleared thepaſſage; two beautiful Hor- 
ſcs, , richly trapped, were lead before the 
Coaches , on w " ap ſides eight Men, armed 
with Bows and Arrows and long Pikes, did 


marchin order to waitupon them. The Em- 


perours Brothers, andallthe Princes and great 
Lords of Japan, followed on hotſe-back , 
clothed and armed as the former , fave has 
ſome were richer then other, according to 
thcir births and qualities ; there were "one 
hundred ſixty and four of theſe Grandees , 
the' chiefe whereof, and thoſe who imme» 
diatcly followed the Emperours, were 

Owarny Cammy Samma, the old Emperors 

| Brother. 

Quyne Deymangon Sarma, another of his 
| Brothers, 
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Haſſammenemoert Nocammy Samma , ' you 
another Brother. | 
MHatſendeyro Thuykeſnocammi Samma , 

' Lord of (ana. 

Matſendexro Montſnocammy Samma, Lord 

of Sarſima. 

e Matfendeyro Tondonne. 

' eMatſendeyro Symontſquedonne. 
e Matſenaeyro Quonnenochwuchoo, 
Turogano Deynangono Cammy Samma, the 
young Empcrours eldeſt Prince. 
eMyttorchonango Samma, the old Empe- 
rours Brother. 

Theſe tcn Lords rode immediately behinde 
the Empcrours Coach, each by himſelf, at- 
tended with a numerous train of Gentlemcn, 
Pages, Pikemen, &c. according to their ftate 
and quality :- The reſt of the Lords followed 
by couples, two and two, the beſt of them 
raking the left hand, which in this Couutrey 
is the upperand beftplace; Orwaydonne, the 
old Emperours chief Counccilor, and YV/Yax-. 
tadonne, the young Emperours chicte Coun- 
ccſlor, lcd the van of the remaining onc hun- 
dredand fifty four Lords, all of themmarch- 
Ing in good order, greatftatcand magnificency 
and rarcly mounted upon brave Horſes, which 

ranſed and curvetted all the way. Four hun- 
drcd armed Souldicrs, allin white Liveries, 
| followed 
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followed after, theſe, two by two; and after 
them'ſix new fair Coaches, though not above 
half ſogreat as the other, and only drawn by 
one Ox » but proportionably beautiful; the 
Deyro' s Concubines ſate in theſe, who were 
again followed by thirty four pair of Gentle- 
'men( on horſe-back, attended with many Ser-_ 
yants and Slaves. There was yet another Coach 
Wherein the Deyro's Secretary rode, accom- 
anicd withthirty ſeven Gentlemen on horſe- 
back: then followed the N orimons, which 
carried ſeveral of the Deyro's Grandees, wher- 
of fiftcen were of black Wood, inlaid with 
white Ivory; thirteen of black Wood, adorn- 
ed with Waxand Gold; and eighteen wholly 
done over with black Wax. Forty ſix great 
pided Queroſe, with their attendants, fal- 
lowed theſe Norrmons; and behinde them fifty 
four Gentlemen, being the Deyro's Mulitians, 
Awith ſeveral unracs, as Pipes, Tabours, 
 Cimbals, Bells, and Ge: ſtringed ones which 
arcinotknownamonglt us. The Deyro himſclt 
followedtheſeMuſitians,fiting inagreat ſquare 
| Edifice, {urrounded with drawing doors and 
| windows oneach corner; this lod ge was about. 
; nine foot high, its cover being round, and in 
the middlca gilded Ball, whereon ſtood a Cock 
| with his w ings ſpread, of purc Gold : This 
[truCture was yery beautiful, betng agorned on 


3 all 
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all fides with carved Images, its anples plaite@ 
withpure Gold, and the roof of it intimating 
the Heaven, with Sun, Moonand Stars. There 
were fifty Perſons, all Gentlemen belonging 
to the Emperours, clothed with long white 
Robes, and Wax Hcad-pieces, that carried 
this ambulatory Pallace : Forty Gentlemenan- 
tickly drefled, — armed with Europian 
Head-picces , and Pikes gilded at the ends, 
went before the Deyro, andtheſe were of his 
Lifc-guard. One of his principal Lords dif 
immediately follow him, armed as the other, 
bearing in his hand a Shield ſtuck full of Ar- 
rows; then came forty preat Owziroſols, all co- 
vercd with fine white linnen, and belongin; 
totheaforeſaid Guards; Theſewcre 5.2 
lowed by thirteen great Wax Cheſts, carried 
by the Palanquyn Porters : And laſtly, the 
whole procefſion was clofed with four hun- 
dred perſons all in white veſtments, marching 
fixin arankein very good order. The Deyros 
and his Traine were no fooner paſt, but the 
evening came on, and an innumerable com- 
any ot people of all ſorts : the Stages and 
Houſes whichhad been filled with Spectators, 
had diſporged their burthens in the Streets; ſo 
that the multitude was ſo immenſly great, that 
very many diſorders happened, as cutting of 


purſes, ſtealing, murthering and robbing each 
other 


F.1 Or Jaran arg 
dthers very many were ſtifled in the crouds, 
and ſuch as but once fell, were ſurc neverta 
riſe, beingtrodentodcath: Thenoiſe allnight 
was ſo'great, asif the City had been inan up= 
roar; andthe infolencies grew to thatheighth, 
that _ erſons of quality, who could not 
get outof thethrong, or wereretiringto their 
houſes, were ſetupon, and very many of them 
ſpoiled and murthered : among others, the 
Lord 'of Firandes Secretary ſaw his Servant 
robbed, and arich Cabinet of his taken from 
him, before his own face, whilcit he himſelfe 
had much ado todefend himſelf. from the vio- 
lenceof theſeaſſaulters. We were forced, with 
our Servants, to quit ourſtage, and put our 
ſelves into the crowd, becauſe of the night, 
and the danger to continue where we were, 
which we durſt not do without running the 
hazzardof being murthered; the preafs was {o 
great, 'that we were borne up by the people 
molt of our way being but ſeldomabletoput 
a fogt upon the ground; yetat length, by-Gods 

cat bleſſing, we got all ( without any con- 
hiderablelofs) ſafcly to ourlodgings. 

The Dejroand his Wives were lodged three 
daics and three nights in the Empcrors Palace, 


being ſerved by their Majeſties and their Bro 
thers, and the greateſt Princes of their Court, 
every meale conliſting of onc hundred and 


Hs ferty 


; 
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forty ſervices. This feafting being done, the 
young Empcrour gaye the 'Deyro theſe tol- 
lowing preſents: | 


Three thouſand Boates of Silyer, each of 
tour Tayls and three Marlſes. 

T wo rich Sablcs, 

Two hundred /apan Gowns. 

Three hundred pieces of wrought Sattin, 

Twenty picols of raw Silk, 

One great piece of Calombacq. 

Five great Silver pots full of Musk. 

And ten bcautitul Horſcs with their ac? 
coutrements. 


The old Emperour gave him 

Two hundred picces of Gold, each worth 
fitty four Silver ones. © 

Onc hundred dian gowns richly wrought, 

Two great Silver pots full of Musk. 

Five. Catti Calombacg... 

Two hundred pieces of red Silk. 

Five $1hver pots full of Amber Greece. 

And five brave Horſes with their accou- 


rrements. 
His Secretary had given him 
Three hundred Boats of Silvcr, equalwith 


the other in worth, 


And twenty #1ajan Gowns. 


A 
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A Deſcription of bas 


' Government, Might, 
Religion, Cuſtomes, 
Traffick, and other re- 

 markable Afﬀeairs in the 
Kingdom of S/:4M: 

| Written in the Yeare 
1636. by Fooſt Schouten , 
Directour of the Eaſt- 

__ India - Company in 
_ that Countrey. 

| IAM ts a famous and potent King 

| dom, ſcituate upon the continent of 

fea eightcen degrees Northern Lart- 
tude, where it bordereth upon the 
| Countricsof Pegzand Ava twelve dee 
 grees ; 1t extcndeth it (ſelte Welt ward to the 


Bengaſche (ea of Martavan to ſeven degrees, 


where it borders upoyr the Kingdoms of Pay 
| ran- 
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zany and Queda ; Southward from the Buy. 
poſit tothe 'Paranys Occan; thisjCoalt turks 
orthward to thirteen degrees, making with 
#ts bowing the Gulf of Sams; thence the Coaſt 
runs again Southward to twelve degrees, and 
fſeaving the Sea rife aperiche 
.Deſart of Cambodia, and thceKingdoms of laxn- 
gona, T angon, and Langjany to eighteen de- 
.grees, cvento Ava and Pegs; ſothatthe form 
of this Land is like an halte Moon, and con- 
raineth in its circuit four hundred and fifty 


Dutch miles, one Dutch mile makes f1x En- 


eliſh. This Country (which is inmany places 
mountainous, woody and mooriſh, eſpecially 
towards the Sea, although for the moſt part 
even andclay, and is likewiſe full of all =o 
of Beaſts and Fowls, and Rivers repleniſhed 
with abundance of Fiſh ) harh whcre itbor- 
dereth upon the Benga and Siams Seas many 
Iſlands, Bays; Havens and Rivers moſt com- 
modious forthe receipt of greatand ſmall Vel- 
ſcls; I ſhallnotparticularize all, only mention 
the chicf River, as the moſt frequented Haven 
of the whole Kingdom: This River ( called 
by the name of Henam, or the Mother of Wa- 
| ters) isgreat, wide, and very long, its courſe 
bcing not known unto them. It paſfeth from 
the North South ward very ſwittly throughthe 


Landof Ava anJ 771, and leveral mg 
| | '0 
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of S;evr, until that it diſcharge it ſelf bythret 
mouthes into the Sea of Sram; itpartaketh of 
the nature of thoſe famous Rivers Garyes and 
N «lus, flowing once a year ſo high thatit co- 
yereth moſt part of the Countrey, making tt 
Incredibly frunful, and deſtroying by this in- 
nundation ( which continueth four or five 
moneths) all obnoxious vermin and creatures. 
 Thegreatcſtmouth of this River;is that which 
lies moſt Eaſtward thirteen degrees anda half 
Northern latitude ; and in the middle of the in- 
let, there isagreatflat, or fand, a mile long, that 
croſlcs the entry of the River five or ſix foot 
deepatlow water, but atheighth isfiftcen or 
ſixteen, andin the Winter moneths, whenthe 
the floodsaregreat, there is ordinarily feyen- 
tcen or/cighteen foot and more; great Ships 
that godeep, are forced to anker attour, five, 
or ſix fathoms water without this banck, the 
_ ground being clay and good ; but thoſe that 
paſs this flat at high water , enter the River 
without any more danger of runing on ground 
till they come to the Town of Banckock , ix 
Dutch miles upwards; then the River grows 
narrower and more ſhallow, Ships drawing 
eleven/or twelve foot water , being ſcarceable 
| tomountto the City of 1ndia, where they are 
ſometimes forced to ſtay till the moneths of 


September , Oftober and I ovewber, for watcr 
(QC 
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toreturn. The Country is generally well peas 
plcd, eſpecially the lower ri of it, being full 
of Villagesand"F owns; the principal whercof 
arc Indica, Picelouck, Sourckelouk , ( apheng, 
Soutcethay, Kephinpet, Conſeywan, Pytſyay Pu- 
feat, Lyaure, Tenou, Marmelon, Martenaya, 
J.ygor, Bordelong, T arinaſſary, Banckock, Pypry, 
Rapry, Mergy, and ſeveral other, all whichare 
governments and heads of Provinces; beſides 
theſe thereare many Cities and Burroughs full 
of people, whichIomit as ſuperfluous. The 
City of 1udica, the Metropolis of the King- 
dom, and ſeatof the King and his chiefeſt No- 
bles, is ſcituate upon the River Mena, in a 
little round Iſland , encompaſled withathick 
ſtone wall, about ſix Engliſh mulcs round ; the 
Suburbs are on the other ſide of the River, 
cloſely builded, and full of Temples and Cloy- 
ſters, lyinginaflatand truitful Country. The 
Streets of the walled Townare many of them 


large, ſtratghtand regular, with channels run- 


T) 


ning through them, although for themoſt part 
of {mall narrow Lanes, Ditcbes, and Creekes 
anolt confuſedly placed; the Citizens have an 
incredible number of {mall Boats or Prawcs, 
which come to their vcry doors, eſpecially at 
floods and high water. Thebuilding of the 
Houles is according to the [naran faſhion, 
ſlight, and coveredwith Tiles ; but the City 


1s 


Law wt") 


 __.Hv1l a A © £©A FO& 


@ WO FO Fwy 7 


Or Sram; 15 


is beautified with more then three hundred 
faire Temples and Cloyſters , all curiouſly 
builded, andadorned with many gilded T ow- 
ers, Pyramids, and Pitures without number. 
The Kings Palace is ſeated upon the Raver, re- 
ſembling a little Town apart, greatand magni-' | 
ficent, many of its Buildings and Towers be- 
ing entirely cilded. This royal and admirable 
City is pertcly well ſeated, and populous to 
a wonder, being frequented by all Nations; 
and is likewiſe unpregnable, as not tobebe- 
ſicged but ſix moneths in a year, by reaſon of. 
the innundations of the River, which covers 

the Countrey round with its overflowings. 
The Soveraignity and Government of Stam is 
in the King, aPrince of aNoble and ancient 
family , who hath bcen in poſlefſion of this 
Kingdom, and the neighbouring Provinces , 
many hundred of years ; this Prince 1s abſo- 
Jute in| his Domintons, diſpoſing of War and 
Peace, Alliances, Juſtice, Pardons and Remiſ= 
ſions, |&c. at his pleaſure ; He maketh Laws - 

without any advil: or conſent of his Council, | 
or Lords, his will being the rule he walks by, 
unleſle his goodneſſe deſcend ſometimes t6 
counſel wich his « Mandoryns , them of his 
Council; theſe ſomctimes deliberate upon hts 
Majcſties propoſitions, and preſent their re 
ſalt to him by way of humble ſupplication, 
EL which 
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PREANE confirms, changes or rcjeds, as he 
inks good. He diſpoſes Soveraignity of all 
the Dignitics and eu Offices of his King- 


dom ,, without. reſpe& of perſons, noble or 
otherwiſe, (cxceptſameof the Anticnteſtand 


prone Families) to ſuchas have ormay ſerve 


im well, whom he againe deprives of their 
honoursfor {mall faults ; ſothat they are all his 
Slaves and Vaſlals, which the Great ones e- 
ſteem. an honour, and put wmtheir titles. The 
King thus ſoveraignly Gif pofing of all things, 
dotb notwithſtanding nothing without ſome 
appearance of reaſon, and conformity to the 
Laws, of the Kingdom, which howeveranti- 
ent, he by his uſurped prerogative and power, 
doth intcrpret and bow to his Arbitrary wall 
and plcaſure, His Mijcſties Courtand Train 
3s excceding great and glorious ; He ſeldom 
ſhews himſelfe to the Pcople, and very ſpa- 
ringly to his Grandees and Officers of the 
Kingdom, which happens at certain appointcd 
times and daies ; when he gives them Audi- 
encehe 1s richly clothedand crowned, fittin 

upana golden T brone, at whoſe feet his Gen- 
glemen and Attendants reverently kneel , ac- 
companied with three hundred armed Soul- 
dicrs of his Lifeguard: All, as vrell Strangers 
gs Subjes, who have audience of his Majeſty, 


whilctt they arc in his preſence, muſt conti- 


nually 


0s Or JAPAN-: 127, 
qually kneele, with folded hands aud. heads. 
harging down ; when they ſpcak to him, it, 
mult be in this humble poſture, loading him 
with titles and praiſcs; bis Anſwers are cſtece 
med Oracles, and his commands unchanges 
able ; ſo that he lives happy in all imaginable 
worldly pleaſures, having many magnificent 
Houſes up and down the Kingdom, as alfa 
other places, Tents and Pavilions: He cateth 
bighly , but his drink is ſunple water, or (ocog 
all ſtrong drinks being prohibited by the Cler- 
gy and the Laws , and eſteemcd ſcandalous, 
Hs Majeſty goeth ordinarily by water with 
eight ortcn vcry coſtly and fine Barges, cack 
with cighty or a hundred rowers; he fits un- 
dcr a ghle Pavilion upon a Thronc, accom- 
panied with his Courtiers and other Barges, 
to thenumber of three or four hundred, with 
his Train and Guards waiting uponhim; moſt 
of the great Ones follow K Court at ſuch 
ennes, cachin lus rich gilded Barge or Praw 
fo that the whole train of them 1s twelve or 
fourteen hundred, and ſometimes more. Whem 


he gocs by land, he is mounted upon a gilded 


ſcat, and carricd upon mens thoulders, the 

train being ordinarily the ſame, all marching 

in order and greatſilcnce; no bady is ſeenin 

his way or ſight, but upon their knees, with 

foldcd hands, and bowed heads and bois 
: C 
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this reverence better becoming a celeſtial Dies 
ty, then an carthly Majeſty. 

| Onceevery year, about the moneth of Ofto- 
ber, the King of S:am ſhews himſelf by water 
and land in Rate to his people, going to the 
principal Temple of the Gods, to offer there 
for the welfare of his Perſon and Kingdom, 
the manner follows: When he gocs by land, | 
the proceſſion is led by two hundred Ele- 
phants, eachattcnded vvith three armedmen; 
theſe are follovved by many Muſitians vvith 
Gomnies, Pipes and Drums, and a thouſand 
menrichly armed,and provided vvith Banners: 
Then march the great Lords of the King- 
dom on horſc-back, many of them vvearing 
Crovvns of Gold upon their heads ; and every 
one vvaited upon by ſixty, eighty , or an hun- 
dred men onfoot: Tvvo hundred Japan Soul- 
diers follovv theſe vvith bright Arms and rich 
Colours, and muchnoiſe of Inſtruments; then 
comes the Lifeguard vvith the King's Horſes 
and Elephants, richly adorned vvith pretious 
Stonesand Gald furniture ; yvhich 1s Ciloved 
| by many Servants loaden vvith fruits and pre- 
ſents for the Sacrifice , accompanied vyitha 
Ivvetconſortof Muſick: Theſe are again fol 
lovved by many of the great Ones on foot, 
vvith folded hands ; as alſo ſome Crovvned 
Grandees, yyhereof one carrieth the gilded 
OR | Standard, 
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Standard, andtheother the Syvord of Juftice; 
his Majeſty follovvs next in perſoninhis royal 
Robes, ſitting upon an Elephant , or elle a 


gilded Throne, carried upon mens ſhoulders, 


 gnd yvaited upon by many Lords and Cour- 


ticrs; the Prince, or Heir of the Kingdom, 
follovveth him; and then in order the Kings 
Wivesand Concubins, ſeated upon Elephants 


{| mn little/encloſed Cabinets; laſtly the ordinary 


Courticrs follovy; the vvhole proviſion con- 
ſiſting (of fifteen or ſixteen thouſand perſons, 
having its rcar broughtup by ſix hundredarm- 
ed men. But it the King go by vvater, then 
tvvo hundred Lerds, eachin his Barge, ſeated 
in a gilded Cabinet , vvith cighty or ninety 
Rovvers, lead the van; theſe are follovved by 
ten extraordinary rich figured Pravys, or Bar- 
ges, the vyhich, asalſo the Oars, are all gilded, 
each having ninety or an hundred Watermen; 
The King is inthe richeſt of them, ſitting like 
an Idolupona golden Throne, vvith his Lords 
inthcir humblcſt ng at his feet; theroyal 


Banner is borne by one of theſe Grandees, at 


the head of the Barge, in ſtate, The King's 
Brother folloyveth next vvith his Train; and 
after him his Majcſtic« Wives and Concubins, 
in gilded Cabinets ..ad Tents , each in their 
| Barges apart: laſtly the Gentry , Courticrs 
Guards , and other Attendants folloyv , the 

I vyhols 
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vvhole amounting to five or fix and tvyenty 


thouſand perſons. The River is bordered on 
both ſides vvith Boats, and an infinite number 
of Pcople , vvho reverence and adore their 
King in his paſlage , vvith bended heads and 
Gliled hands. 


The Domintionand ” RS of the Crovyn 


3s great, amounting yearly to many Millions, | 


ariling out of in-land Commodities, as Rice, 
Sappang, Tin, Lead, Salt-peter ; as alſs the 
profits of the Sand and Mountain Gold, which 
are only ſold by the Kings Factorsto forraign 
Merchants: He hath al > his Cuſtoms for out- 
landith Watcs ; his Tributesand Preſents from 
Subje-Princes, and Govcrnours of Cities 
and Provinces, who know how much they 
muſt contribute ;. as alſo the profits of his 


> Traffick with Chormandel and China: add to 


theſe the inland trade, carried on by his Fa- 
Etours in the City Judica, or etewhere, and 
his Majeſty of Siam: will be found to be one 
of the richeſt Princes of Jrarx. There are fe- 
veral Officers appointed. for the receipt of 
incomes, whomult account every year , and 
that exa&tly : Moſt of theſe monies are ex- 
pendedi in building and repairing of Temples, 


in rewarding of merits, and defraying' the 


1blick charges of the Kingdom; the refidue 
being Es into the Treaſury , which is 
C ſtecemed 
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' eſteemed rich and great. The Laws and Cu- 

| Fſtomes of Sram are ſtrange (though orderly) 
in the ſucceſſion of their Princes; when the 
I@ng dies, it is not his Son, but his Brother 

| Ewbois Heir to the Crown; but in caſc hc have 
no Brother , then indeed his Son ſteps in b 

| Tcourſe - whoſe Brothers do ſucceed facet. 

I fively ; laſtly all the Sons of the eldeſt Brother, 

| | who hathreigned,follow by rurns;the Daugh- 
ters bemg wholly excludedany pretencetothe 
Government. But this order is not alwaics 
obſerved, the Sccepter being ſometimes uſur- 
ped by him of the tamily who 1s moſt power- 
tul, and moſt gracious with the people, which 
is the preſent Kings caſe ; who having raiſed 
himſclf|beforc his turn, cauſed all his Compe- 
titors, andtheir Adherents, to beflain, to the 
end he might peaceably enjoy what he had un- 


t 
& 


juſtly got , and leave the Crown to his Bro- 
ther or Children aftcr him. 

Tho ordinary Juſtice , both Criminal and 
Civil, is adminiſtred through the Kingdom ac- 
cordinse to their ancient Cuſtomes and Laws, 
by Officers purpoſely appomnted : But in the 

_ City of f#arcathey have (beſides the ordinatly 
Courts of Judicature) a Colledge of twelve 
Councellours, with one principal Preſident, 
which doth dcfinitively decide all Appeals,and 
other buſineſſes, whether Criminal or Civil. 

| "> It 
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It is mdeed permitted, though with extraor2 
' dinary expenceandcoſt, to appcal tothe Kin 
and his Council, who ordinarily confirm a. 
cauſe the former ſentence to be put inexean- 
tion, In this and lefler Courts, all Civil diſputes 
are brought in by Lawyers; andthe cauſc be- 
ing pleaded, and witnefſes examined on both 
ſides before the Commitſſioners, the Secretary 
makes an extraCt of the whole, which being 
writina Book, itisſigned by both Plantift and 
Detendant, or others deputed by them; that 
done the Book is ſealed up, and kept by the 
Judge till next Sefſions; at which time it isa- 
gain opened in the preſence of both partics, 
and their debates heard, noted, and ſealed as 
before: So that the Lawycrs, by their ſeveral 
exceptions, demurs and prafticcs, do very of- 
ten Ley and keepe up the parties for many 
years; until at length, after much ſollicitings 
and expence, the cauſe is anew opened and 
"examined, and finally adjudged Sos ended by 
a full Colledge. But in Criminal matters yas 
injurics, robberies, murther, treaſon, or the 
Tike, the guilty, orſuſpeRed perſon, is appre- 
hended, impriſoncd, and examined; if he deny 
thefaultagainſt witneſſes, orgreat preſumpti- 
ons, he is forced by torture to confeſſion; all 
which being dated: in a Book, and preſented 
. to the Judges, they immediatly proceed to 
ſentence 


yer 
cr11 


| Or Sran0 133 
Fentence| and Execution ; except in Capitall 
crimes, ſuch being reſerved forthe Kings plca- 
ſure , who cither pardons, baniſhes, or cauſes 
he condemned perſon to be putto death, ac- 
cording to the ſentence. Offences are ordi- 
narily puniſhed as they are more or leſs hey- 
ous , with caſhiering , baniſhments into De- 
arts, ſlavery, confiſcations, mutilation of hand 
or foot, burning in oy], quartering , andother 
ſevere executions. Wherethe caſe is doubt- 
full, no witnefles appearing,n ornoſtrong pre- 
t [ſumptions againſtthe accuicd,ſothatrhe Judge 
e knows not how or what to do, he then per- 
- Imits both parties to try it out by common pur- 
gation; cither by ducking under water, hold- 
ng their hands in boyling oyl, to go bare-foot 
upon hot coales, orto cat a meſs of charmed 
nce; this conjured meſs being made up into 
balls, is given them by the Prieſt with much 
ceremony; and he that can ſwallow it with- 
out caſting it up again, and behaves himſelt in 
thisand the other trials with moſt courage, is 
eſteemed moſt innocent and acquirted, whilcft 
the other, whether accuſor or accuſed, is moſt 
ſeverely/punithed, according to the nature of 
the crime. | 
The Kings powcr and militaryforce by wa- 
tcrand land , confiſts molt of his own Vaſlals 
and Natiycs ; hc hath indeed ſame few Stran- 
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oers, as Moors, Malayers, and ſome fivehug- 
 dred /apanners , the moſt eſteemed for their 
courage and fidehty , althoughthe Princenow 
reigning drovethem out of his Country , but 
they are now. crept in again; ſo that moſt of 
his forces are Szammers, who mult ſcrve with- 
out pay , and be alwaies in a readineſs, the 


hundredth, tiftieth, twenticth, tenth, orfiith 
man beinglevied, accordingtothe Kings plca- | 


ſure and occailions. Beſides theſe, the Gran- 
decs have ordinarily ſome hundreds of men in 
their ſervice, who waituponthem in the field; 


ſo that his Majeſty can raiſean Army when he 


thinks good, of two or three thouſand men, 
withtwoor three hundred Elephants, Victu- 
als, Ammunition, and other. warlike Inftru- 
ments; for all this his Armies ſeldom exceed 
one hundred thouſand men, and not ordina- 
rily forty or fifty thouſand, . as his affairs: re- 

uire, Either for offenſive or defcnſive. ''His 
yup 2re in reaſonable good order , though 
merely armed with BowsandArrows,Shields, 
Swords, Pikes, and a few-Guns: the horlc 
are not better, though generally armed with 
Swords, Shields, Bows, and Lances. Moſt of 
their force conliſts in ſome hundreds of train- 
ed Elephants , each of them furniſhed yvith 
threearmed men; and they have a good quan- 
tity of Cannons, butdo not well know how 


to 
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ed uſe them, At fex his Majeſty hath. ſeveral - 
Gallics and Fregots vvell provided vvith great 
Guns, though the Seamen: and Mariners are 


J butpitiful. The Pravvs, vvherevvith the Siam 


mers can ſtoutly ſcuffle, are vvithot number, 
but ll ordered and armed, and yet ſuſhcicntto | 


J deal vwith their neighbouring cnemics as uns. 


skilful as they are , though tar ſhort of our 
Europian Veflcls and Mariners cither.to fight 
or ſai}. Theſe Mariners, efpeciallyvvhen their 
Rrigces have been brave, have conquered ma- 
ny of the neighbouripg Kingdoms and Pro-, 
vinces; | but being all humanthings, they. have. 
their vicetitudes theſe victories did but fol- 
lovy the fortune of their favorites. ' © | 
 Therchathot:old beengreatwyars betyvixt 
them of Pegnand Siam, vvith various ſucceſs: 
the King of Pegxe pretending:to the Monarchy 
of the neighbauting Kingdoms, vvhich he 
hath formerly: had, and as.yet poſleſicth in 
part; ſo that the borders of. thele: Kingdom$ 
are: quite ruined and unpeppled ,.. and thele 
Princes of late years.contenit yyithinroadsand 
fudden invaſions, vvith-ſmall flying Armies of 
tvyenty or thirty thauſand men, vvhich they 
bave ordinarily for defence of the tromicrs. 
The Siammers;have badlikevviie vvars agunft 
othcr Princes, as the Kings'of Zangoma, T ar- 
ee, Langhs-jarg/r, and laſtly againſt — 
firs | I + ES 


thoſe great Armies which were ſenttoreduce 


him; of late the Kingdom hath becn in peace | 


until theuſurpation of the laſt deceaſed 2m. 


who — deſtroyed the true Heirs, and pof- | 


overnment contrary to order, was | 


 ſ(eficd the 
Ikewiſe himſelf ſlain, together with his Bro- 
thers, and the Crown ſc1zed upon by anotber 
of the blood, who after ſeveral civil and for- 


raign broils enjoyed it peaceably, and governs | 
at preſent with great reputation and honour, 
continuing till his wars with them of Pegs, 


and the Rebel Cambodian. 
 ThisPrince, as well as his Predecefſors, is 
kinde to Strangers, but reſpects and cſteems 
the I etherlanders:more then the Porragals; 
whichthe lareKing ſufficiently teſtified, when 
upon the taking of a Holland Yacht inthcRi- 
ver, 41nno1624.the Spaniſh Gally of Don Fer- 
dinanao de Silvawas violently feized upon by 
his command, and reſtitution and fatistaftion 
made toour Company ; hercupon he was for- 
cedintoa war withthemof A1anhila, and ſut- 
fered much in his China voyages, which was 
| well recompenſed by the ſeaſonable affiftance 
of fix Dutchmenof war, whichwcrelenthim 
to be employed againſt his Rebels of Patany. 
The Kivg hath more then three thouſand 
tameElephants in ſeycralparts of bis Kingd wy 
T4, Cac 
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each attended by two or three men, whereia 
much of his greatneſs doth conſiſt; for theſe 
Bcaſts are very muchcſtecemed in /ndza, eipe- 
cially when trained up to the wars, the reſt 
are employed to carry Ordinances, Tents, 
and Proviſions tothe Camp. Theſe creatures 
being great, very ſtrong, and ſtrangely docibleg 
are taken in ſcvcral parts of the Country, and 
diſciplined as followeth; A Troop of fifteen 
or twenty. tame ſhe Elephants, which were 
taken when they were young, arc driveninto 
the Wilderneſs, withtwo or threcfellows to 
obſerye them ; the wilde ones upon ſight of 
them, aſlociate with them, one or twoat once, 
which arc driven with the reſt inſen({tbly into 
a great ſquare building with high ſtone walls, 
and encompaſſed on the outiide with trees 
which coverthem; as ſoonas theſc Beaſtsare 
decoyed in, a great turnpike is ſhutbchinde 
them, and gatcs to hinder their return; when 
they are centred further into the ſquare place, 
the tame Elephants being broughtup to it by 
their teachers, upon notice from them, flip 
away through other gates for the purpoſe; ſo 
that the wilde oncs being left alone, arc out of 
other little ſquares, whereof onc is inthe mid- 
dlc, vexed and tormented with all manner ot 
mventions to make them angry and furious: 


thc above mentianedſquares are made of great 
thick 
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thick poſts, well nigh two fathoms high}, but: 
{> far diſtant from each other, that a man may 
creep betwixt them; ſo that when the Ele-: 
phant with his running, m— and winding, 


ſceks to revenge himſelf upon his tormenters,, 


they fave themiclves behinde thefe poſts ; as 
kneth, when the beaſt is weary, and ſuffici- 
ently tormented, there isa great:door opened, 
mto which he-runs to ſave himſelf, which is 
tmmediatly (hut upon him, and he reſtrained 
to a narrower priſon , and is there bound to. 
two or three tame Elephants, placed for the 

$67-408 ; this done, they are led intoa covered 
| houſe, where croſsplanks being contrived un- 
der the wilde ones belly, they are hoyſled up 
with pullics , and left as it were halt hanging 
for ſome time ; ſo that with this invention, 
and help of the tame ones , they are wholly 
tamed in three or four moneths, and rendred 
ſupple anduſeful. The Court is for the moſt 
part preſent ( Gallerics being builded: tor the 
Spectatours ) at the taking and tormenting of 
the Elephants, which is moſt. pleaſant to' bes 
hold. Theſe Beaſtsare ſometimes taken'in the 
open helds, being cnvironed with tame ones, 
and caught in'ſhares and jins; but this way is 

angerous although often prectiſed; and both 
thew how fabulouſly Writers haye informed 
the \v orld in this particular, £4 
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” A white Elephant (cltecmed by the Indians 
awonderin Nature) hath been tound in Sam, 
and no other known Land; it isc{tcemed by 
the inhabitants as the Prince 'of the Elephants, 
and hath been ſo treated by the Kings of this 
Country, who have hadof rheminthe Palaces 
many times , and cauſed them to be ſerved in 
ſtate, often vifited them, and honoured their 
Vaſſals with morethcnordinaty reſpect. Theſe 
white Elephants have forn.erly occalioned 
orcat wars: betwixt the Szammers and their 
Neighbours; and ſome lixty years fince againſt 
the King of Pegs, who proving vidorious, did 
not only take the white Elephant priſoner; but 
obliged the King of S:amto become his Triv 
bugary ; which yoke the following Princes did 
Not only caſt off, but oloriouſly re revengetheid 
Predeceſſours ae fornuncs. During my 
reſidence i $7477 , the therr King took* two 

young white Elephants, but both died thortly 
after to his great grief. This Nation belteves 
ſomewhat more then humain nature of this 
creature , alledgino they do-not only reſpect 
him for his whitenck, bur for his divine under- 


ſtanding; which appears in his prideand glo< 


rying w Chen he is treated in ſtate, and of his 
melancholy and ſorrow when thoſe honours 
are denied him, or thatthe black Elcphant re- 
fuſes him his obeiſlance. 

The 
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| The Srammers, as alſo the Neighbouring 
| Nations, areall Idolaters and Heathens, ſo that 
they have cvery where greatandlittle Temples 
and Cloyſters for the ſervice of their Gods; 
and the dwellings of their Prieſts, Theſe Edi- 
fices arc builded of Woodand Stone very Ar- 
ttficial and ſumptuous, with guilded Towers 
and Pyramids; eachof the Temples and Cloy- 
ſters being filled with an incredible number of 
Idols, of divers materials and greatncſs, gilded 
adorned and beautified very rich and -. era 
ble; ſome of the Idolsarefour, fix, eight, and 


ten farhomslong; amongſtthereſt therc is one 


of an unimaginable greatneſs, being one hun- 


dred and twenty foot high. Inthcſe Temples 
and Cloyſters there arc many Pricſts and rcli- 
ious Men diſciplined, and very obedicnt to 
eir ſuperiours, being all ſubjc&ttothe Arch 
Flamin, or Prior of the great [Temple of /udica, 
whoſe ſpiritual power is vaſtly great, though 
ſubordinate to the Kings. All the Clergy 
(whereof thereare in /*d:caalonear leaſt thir- 
' ty thouſand) arc clothed, withoutany remark- 
ale difference, in yellow linnen clothes, having 
their heads all ſhorn. The lcarnedft amongſt 
theſe are profeſſed Prieſts, out of which the 
Regents of their Temples are choſcn, (who 
arc hcld in grcat citeem and reverence by the 
Pcoplc) preaching, tcaciung, and oftering vp- 
O1} 
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entheir Feaſts and Holy daies. Theſcarepro- 
hibited the natural uſe of Women, uponpain 
of being burned ; but they may alwaies, and 
at pleaſure, upon declaration of their frailty or 
weakneſs, quittheir frocks, and betake them- 
ſelyesto anotherlife, which happens often a- 
mongſt them. They have their morning and 
evening Song» Readings and other Serviccs, 
celebrated in their Cloyſters every day, and 
frequented by their ſociety. They live upon 
the Alms and bounty of the King and great 
Ones, asalſo on the fruit which ale Church 
Lands bring forth ; butprincipally out of the 
ſweet and labours of the Commonalty, who 
unanimouſly thare with them, they ſending 

every morning ſome Pricſts and Clerks out o 
their Cloyſters, with begging bags to receive 
theſe donations and charity : Beſides theſe 
Pricſts, there are a ſort of old Nuns ſhorn, 
lodged in Chappclsnear the greateſt Temples, 
who aſſiſt very devoutly in all their preach- 
ings, ſingings, ceremonies, and other Church 
ſervices, but all voluntary , being ticd to no 
rulcs or preſcriptions. Theſe Heathens do 
generally believe, (however diffcring in many 
articulars) thatthere is one upper God, with 
many leſſer Deities in Heaven, who created 
all things: thatthe Souls of Men are immortal, 
and {hall be rewarded or punithed according 
| to 
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to theirmeritsandaGtions ; the good dwelling 


with the God in bliſs, whileſt the wicked are 
tormented by the Devils that ſeduced them, 
Their Religion is principally founded upon 
theſe points, which have: been delivercd to 
them in writing many hundred years ſince, and 
_ confirmed with the teſtimony of many holy 
men, (whoſe memory they worthip in their 
Images, which they have ſect up like ſo many 

Icfler Deities) who by their charity to the 

Church, to thepoor, andto all things that had 

life, they endcavoredto merit Heaven, anda- 

void the dreadful puniſhments of the Devils. 

Thoſe that are religious and ſuperſtitious in 

theſe, buy ordinarily upon Feaſt daics, multi- 

tudes of Birds and hving Fith , bringing them 
to the Temple, and there give them their li- 

berty ; eſtecning ita great lin to killnot oncly 

men, but the more rude creatures, fancying the 
ſouls of deccaſed perſons to be tranſmigrated 
znto them : all other evils which Nature teaches 
us to be ſin, they account ſo too, andare much 
preached againſt by their Pricſts, T he chief 
Ccremonies of thisIdolatry are, as we faid, 
preaching, teaching, ſinging evening and mor- 
ning Prayers, andoffering of Sacrifice, which 
35s done with torches, candles, incenlc, ſpices, 
andflowers at the altarsof their images,which 
gathcir opinion repreſent the great won, - 
£licr 
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leſſer Deitics, and holy Men, whereby they 
think their wrath 1s appeaſed ; to which end 
| they cclebrate with much ſolcmnity at the 
| new, full, and quarters of the Moon, as alſo 
ſeveral other extraordinary Feſtivals, with 2 
faſting fromany thing which hath had life, tor 
| threemoneths together, they pray forthe ſick; 
1 and alfq9 the dead, who being firſt ſuperſtiti- 
ouſly ſhaven, anointed, charmed, and with 
much ceremony , as wceping, cutting of the 
hair of the head by thenexttriend, alms, pray- 
ers of the Pricſts, muſick, plays, fire-works, 
and other ſhows (accordingto the quality and 
ability of the deceaſed) burnt with fire, their 
colleted athes are afterwards anointed and 
buricd nearthe Temples, a Pyramid rich and 
magnificent being erccted overthem; ſo that | 
theſe funerals are extreamly expenſive to the 
ſurvivors,as well as honorable for the deceaſed. 
The Prieſts carry themſelves very moderatly 
to thoſe of a contrary Religion, condemnin 
no opinions, but belicve that all, though of dit- 
fering tenets, living vertuouſly, may be ſaved , 
all ſervices which are performed with zcal be- 
Ing acceptable to the great God, eſpecially 
theirs, they being convinced of its truth and 
innocency. This conſtancy of theirs makes 
them not caſily ro be drawn to any other pers 


ſwaſion, whichhath been ſafficicatly m—__ 
\ | | ca: 


| 
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ed by the Portwgal;, whoſe induſtrious Prieſts 


omittednothing for their converſion, and by 
the Mohometans who are no leflc zcalous in 


thcir way, though with little orno ſucceſs by | 
either of them, and yet the Chriſtians, as alſo. | 
the Mahometans, are both permittedthefree | 


exerciſe of their Religions in their Countrey, 


However theſe Heathen bc thus religious, yet | 


they fcar and ſerve ( although contrary to the 
Opinion of moſt of their Prieſts ) the very 
Devils, w hom they belicve ro be thc authours 
and cauſcs of allevil, asthe Gods are of every 
thing that is good and yertuous: They adore 
theſc unclean Spirits in their ſ1ckneſles and 
misforturnes, celebrating their feaſts with in- 
ſtruments playing, and offering attoning ſacrie 
fices of fruits and living creatures : They are 
fo ſtrangely abominable in their geſtures and 
actions, that it 1s not fitfor a Chriſtian cither 
toſec or write them; thus foudly ſearching his 
favour,wholſe indulgences do but plunge them 
deeper in their unhappy miſtakes and crrours, 
The people of this Countrey are reaſonably 
well proportioned, brown and tawny ; they 
arcnone of the beſt Souldiers, though proud 
and inſolentintheir viRorics; they are madeſt 
enough in their civil converſation, though na- 
turally light, fearful, incredulous, diſſimuled, 
deceitful, and very lying. Themenare lazy and 

| OWy 
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flow, inſformch that the women, with their ſlaves, 
arc forced (contrary to the cuſtoms of other Na- 
tions ) to labour the earth, and do moſt of their 
husbands work, beſides taking care for their fa- 
miles and houſes, whileſt the men follow their 

leaſure and divertiſements abroad. They clothe 
themlelves(both mcn & women)thin, according 


. . D 
to the hot climat they live in; both ſexes wear 
painted pctticoats, the men covering their appcr 
parts witha ſhort ſhirt with half-ſlecves, ana the 


women withathin cloth, both ends hanging over 


their ſhoulders to hide their breſts:; 7] hey wear 


tor ornaments gold pinsin their hair, and rings of 
the ſame mettal on their fingers; This 1s the or- 
dinary wear , high and low Arie all of afathion, 
and not diſtinguithable bur by the richneſs of 
their veſtments, and the greatneſs of their trains, 
which they much glory in; The Gentry and No- 


| bles have many ſlaves attending them when they 


20 abroad, ſome ten, twenty, thirty, or more, 
according to their abilities and preatneſs ; and not 
a Citizen, or his Wite, ſtirs in the ſtreets without 
one or two of theſe flayes tro wait upon them. 
Their houſes are builded according to the fathi- 
onin /rdia, of wood and reeds, and covered with 
{ ?coleaves, ortiles; the floors are raiſed three or 
four foot high , their appartements be: Ng com- 
modious, though but flenderly furniſhed, only 
for ſleeping , and dreſſing what is neccſlary for 
| K their 
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their refetion. Their diet is but mean, as rice; 
fiſh, and herbs ; they driuk water, though on 
Fcalſt- daies they indulge more the common peo- 
ple, drinking ordinarily Arak, or Brandy-Wine, 

They ditter very. muchan their cuſtoms about 
marrying ; grcat Perſons necd nothing but the 
conſent of their Parents or Friends, (the Pricſts 
not intermedlingatall) the ceremony ending in 
tcaſting and rejoycinge Husband and Wite may 
part again at pleaſure, dealing their goods and 
childgen without further circumſtance, and may 
rc-marry if they think good , - without fcar of 
thamc or puniſhment. A man may kcep as many 
Concubinsas he pleaſes, beſides his Wite, though 
thcy are inſome ſubordinacy to her, whoſe Chil, 
drcn onely inherit, the other being contented 
with ſmall portions for their ſubſiſtence, Great 
mens goods are divided after their deaths into 
three parts; onepart forthe King, the ſecond for 
the Pricſts and their Funcrals, and the third for 


their Children. The common People have other 


Cuſtoms; the Bridegrocm buyeth his Bride for 
aſumof monies of her Father or Friends, where- 


upon the marriage 15 madcand concluded witha 


little feaſting ; but they may divorce, like the great 
.Ones, at pleaſure, and marry again with the ſame 
liberty. The Children deal their deceaſed parents 
goods cqually, exceptſome little advantagesfor 
the eldeſt Son, , Tucy havemany other Cuſtoms 


in 
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in'marriage and fucceſſion), toolongandtedious? 
towrite, As fortheir Childrem, they ſend ther 
to:ſchool ar five or bx yearg old, where they: ire 
tzught to write and read; .and<rendered fivtod 
Frades and other: employments; :ſomearc cons 
tinued in their ſtudies by thePrieſtstheir Maſters; 
until they : ate calted'to Officegantladvancements 
in the State ,: and: then they caſt off the yelloyy 
frock; others continue therecurof hopes of be 
ing one day Heads of Lyons me Schools, or 
ſharing] in the Priefthood.- | 

The Srawmers, who livein' TCoonchties 
pulbus places,arecither Courtiers, Officers,Meva 
chants, Watermen, Fiſhermen; Fradeſmen 5 ot 
Artificers,' cach one containing huſelt in his vos 
cation ; The Ceuntry people brew; vill, plant, 
and bring up; fwarms £ Catreh, as Horks, Kine 
Swine, Diter; and domeſtick Fowl; as Goetez 
Peacocks; Ducks; Hens, :Pigeons;, and Other 
tame creatures, infomuch-thariproviſion is'very 
cheap y notwithſtanding : theiabumtdance of 
whichis ſent wtoi the neighbouring Provinces 
for their ſupply anduſe: Theyfwve Brick, Lime, 
Wood,andallmaterialsfor building of Churches, 
Forts, Houlcs, Ship $ Prawes,;Jonks, and other 
yeſlels in gtcat quanzitics. - T he divers/Townb af 
this Countrey have their feveral Trathcks' and 
Commerce; inthe chief Ciry the trading is very 


good: and treetnits courle ; theprinci pal COM MD- 
K 2 ditics 
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dities are Choromandes and Sura veſtments, all 
vos = China, wares, Jewels, Gold; Benjamin, 
Gumlack, Wax, anp, Agcrwood, Tin, and. 
Lcad, &c. rt kl $4 of: Harts-skins » 
one hundred and fifty thouſand of theſe creatures 
being 96/58 yearly jn this Countrey, and fold 
with much profit to the Fapanners. . They drive 
agrcat trade with all cating proviſious, ſpecially 
| Rice, many thouſand Tuns being tranſported 
ycarly by forraigners. ' This City, by reaſon of its 
great trafhck, is frequented by ſeveral Nations, 
as the Indzans, the more Weſtern Afatichs, Eu- 
rTopcan Moors, and Chriſtian Merchants. The 
King himſelf isalſoa Merchant, and hath his own 
Ships and FaQtours trading to { boromandel and 
(hma, being for that cauſe more favoured and 
privilcdged then any other Prince ; he likewiſe 
traflicks to Pegs, eAva, fongomn, Langs- jang, 
and other places, befides his negotiations at 
home, all which-brivghim Sas profit, and 
no ſmall diftgrbance. to private Merchants , all 
which do certainly. manifeſt the great trade that 
is carricd on mthis Countrey.: The Monies cur- 
rant is of very fine filver, of aronnd figure, and 
mmprefled withthe Kings pi&ture the kindes are 
a Tichas, a Mafe, anda Fong, worth thirty pence, 
ſeven pencc half penny, ahd four pence Engliſh, 
or near upon. They reckon ordinarily by Carty, 
cach being twenty Tayls, or forty cight a” 
0 
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of cight; and it is with this and no-other coyn' 
that they handle and trade with, fave that there - 
is aleſſer called Schu/pkens, or little Sheels, wher- 
of eight or nine thouſand go to a Fong, being 
brought out of Manelha, Borneo, and Lequeo,very 
uſeful for poor people. 

Before the coming of the Netherlanders into: 
the /ndiaes, the Portugals had great:correſpon- 
dence andamity withthis Kingdomybeing in ſuck 
eſtcem and honour by the King, thatthe Embaſ- 
fadours ſent from their Vice-Roys, Governours, 
andBiſhops of Malacca in India, were not only 
weltreceived by his Majeſty, butrichly preſented 


by him, and many of thercſiding Portwgaltinthis 


Country advanced to great Offices and prefer- 
ments; they hadnot only the frecexerciſe of their. 


Religion, but their chict Prieſt hadalſo amoneth- _ 
[y penſion allowed himfor his more ſplendid ſub- 
iſtence; thus they proſpered here formany years, 
until the Dutch Company got footing amongſt 
them, and gainedupon them from timetotime, 
by taking their Ships and interrupting their trade, | 
with Santhome and I evagataen, infomuch that | 
they arcat preſent very low and out of credit, oc- _ 
cafjoned more particularly by their taking of a \ 


Purtch Yacht by a Spanith Gally in the River of 


Sram, which the King took lo highly, thathere- 


venged it with his Arms, whichproduceda war | 
between him and e Maenha ; and however the 
Portugals 
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| Portugabfeemed unconcerned in this quarrel» 
| yet they wholly loſt their credit at Court, inſo- 
| mach that:theBithop of AMalaccas Vicar, thicir; 
chief Refident there, isdebarred of his uſual ac= 
| celstghisMejuſtyand his Miniſters, whereas in 
| former times they were cſkeemed the onely and; 
| chicf Merchams;of the, whole Kingdom:. | This 
breach and.diference between theſe. two Nati. 
ahs, was famented-by:the Dutch, and increaſed 
by ſeveralacts.of hoſtility of the Parrmgals ſide, 
who took many of his Majeſtics Ships and Vaſ+ 
| falsatSca;inrevenge whereof, the Portugal Vel- 
| Tels were ſeized on in Indra, and all the preſent 
| Portugal natives clapt up in priſon, - who wicre 
| after-rwaycars reſtraint, upon a fiRitious ems 
|  baſſie;reſtored $0 theirliberty ; bur this. practice 
| coming to light, occaftoned the ſciſure of a Ca: 
| ſtilian and a Portugal Veſſcl.in the Havens of, Ls- 
 goor and Zanafiary, the,men whe-cof were not 
| releaſedtillaftera two years reſtraint; but then 
' indeed returned with his Majeſties Letters to the 
| Goverripugs:of- Jlanidha. and: Malacca, 'with 
| mnvitations.,of:; their former peace and trafhck, 
whereitis probable they may return, but queſtt« 
y onable-whetherthey ſhall. cyer recover their for- 
| rr credit and authority, +. pt 
+ 4 It is more then thirty years-ſince the Nethers- 
þ landers camefirſt to $:.4m7, and were admitted of 


| 'by b:s Majeſky;lo thatthc Company have judged 


7. / 
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rwneceflary, forthe cheriſhing their trafhck and | 
alliance with ſo mighty a Prince, ro ſettlethere; } 
to which end they builded a houſe; or lodge, of * | 


wood in the City of India, where'they, trade in 
in-land commodities, and ſelling of clothes, as 
alſo buying of Harts-skins, Sappang, &c. which 
- are:ſent yearly to 7apan *: the Compaily indeed 
hath not ptofited 'much , by reaſon. of ſeveral 
misfortunes by this trafhck; butthey have gained 
more reputation then any Europians beſides , by 
the great friendſhip and correſpondence which 
ts betwixt them and the King ; and alſo have had 
the benefit of tranſporting great quantities of all 
ſorts.of proviſionsan Batamia, which friendſhips 
notwithſtanding the ſcveral ſucceſſions,of the 
Princes, diſturbing the Companics Cantoreand 
Servants, 1s yet ſufficiently conſerved and con- 
_ tinued, and ought in my opinion to be cheriſhed, 
as abſolutely neceſſary forthe good and welfare 
of our Company, as alſo in regard of the Kings 
civil uſage of us, and his averſion.to the Spant- 
ards , our comman enemy ;., finally our fatory 
eſtablithed there inthe year 1633. andtrading dus- . | 
ring my four years direion, are ſo much cor- 
rected and increaſcd, that the Company hath re- 
markably gained by them, with probability, with 
good mannagement of more ſignal advantages: 
To which end the General and Councel of /ndia * 
cauſcdin Ano 1634. aſtone lodge, with fitpack- * 


houſcy 4 
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houſes, pleaſant apartcments, and acommodious 
| kanding place , to be builded on the borders of 


© the River Menan, being one of the convent= 


enteſt and beſt ſcituated of any that is unforufied 
in all the /vdbacs. 


And thus much we found good to diſcover of 
the cuſtomecs and manners of the Kingdom of 
Sram , being my obſervations during my cighe 
years refidence in the chiet City of the Country. 
I have followcd the cxa& rules of truth, accor- 
ding tomy beſt knowledge and diligence, inthis 
ſhortrelation, remittingthe curious tothe more 
| largeandmorepatticular diſcourſes of betterand 
more exact judgements. 


FINIS. 


